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Call to Order 
The Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener’s Association held an Association meeting  
November 17, 2019 at Warren County Government Center, Front Royal, VA.  Bob Gail presided over 
the meeting and called the business meeting to order at 3:00 pm.   Sandra Ward served as Secretary. 
 

Opening Remarks 
Bob welcomed everyone to the meeting, including newcomers.  Guests included members of the 
upcoming class of 2020. 
 
The educational program following the business meeting will be a review of the projects for the year. 
 

Attendees  
Sixty-five Association members attended, enough for a quorum.  Also in attendance were 15 guests and 
Mark Sutphin, VCE agent. 
 
Officers’ Reports 
Vice President 
Carolyn Rutherford reported that we have one more MG Adventure this year:   Weber’s Nursery 
Christmas Centerpiece Workshop, on December 1st. Lynn Hoffman is collecting the fees for supplies. 
Attendees will have fun making a beautiful holiday arrangement of fresh flowers and greenery while 
earning education hours. 
 
One of our MG’s, Helen Lake, who presented the program on Horticulture Therapy at our last meeting, 
has been invited to present an educational table on horticultural therapy at the Shenandoah Regional 
Flower Show at the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley on November 22-23.  She will be showcasing 
three activities that she used in different organizations as a certified Horticultural Therapist. 

 Pam Lamborne, one of the new members of the class of 2020, is chairing the Flower Show.  

Carolyn expressed her appreciation for all the input and help she has received from the Association for 
the Educational programs and the education adventures over the last year.  She has enjoyed that role 
very much.  

The next Association meeting will be January 19, 2020. The speaker will be Tim McCoy, who 
facilitated our involvement with the bee project. He will also speak about pollinators in general. The 
meeting will be hosted by Shenandoah County.  
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Secretary  
Sandra Ward presented the Secretary’s report, noting that the October minutes were sent out by email to 
the membership.   

 
Approval of Minutes: Sue Rogers moved to approve the minutes as emailed.  Jim Jones 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Correspondence:  Sandra reported that the Association received a thank-you note from 
Kathleen Reed, the State Coordinator for the Extension Master Gardener Program, for the 
support we gave to the 32nd Annual Master Gardener College. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
2020 Budget Approval 
Bob presented the 2020 budget to the Association for approval, noting that the budget had been sent out 
to the membership for review.  Most of the money that the Association spends is on projects. Bob 
clarified that requests for new projects can be submitted in the future. 
  

Motion:  Cy Haley moved to approve the 2020 budget.  Lynn Hoffmann seconded the motion.  
Motion carried unanimously.   

 
Bob thanked Sue Rogers for all her work as Treasurer this past year.   
 
(See Appendix for the October budget report and 2020 budget). 
 
2020 Membership Dues 
Sue announced she is collecting dues at this Association meeting for members who haven’t paid already.  
Dues are $20.00 per person, $25.00 for a couple.  (There is also a $1.00 charge for those paying by 
credit card.) 
 
Old Business 
Jessica Priest-Cahill needs volunteers to help with set-up for the state Virginia Master Gardeners 
Association meeting at the 4-H center in Front Royal on December 14. 
 
VCE Agent Report  
Mark Sutphin reminded everyone that they need to complete the Master Gardener reenrollment form for 
2020.  He brought forms to the Association meeting for people who have not yet returned their forms.   
Master Gardener Leadership Training will be held on December 12 in Richmond.  If people are 
interested in attending, they should talk to Mark. 
 
Mark also reported that the Spotted Lanternfly has spread to Clarke County and up into West Virginia. 
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Volunteer Coordinator Report 
Cy announced that this is her final NSVMGA meeting.  She is moving to Texas to be closer to her 
children.  Cy thanked everyone for their help and participation in NSVMGA.   
 
Bob thanked Cy for all her contributions to the Association. and reminded everyone that there are cards 
to sign wishing Cy well. 
 

Standing Committee Reports 
 
Election of Officers 
Cy presented the proposed slate of officers:  President, Bob Gail; Vice President, Carolyn Rutherford, 
Vice President; Sandy Ward, Secretary, Misa Mulroney, Treasurer.  Cy called for additional 
nominations from the floor for each position.  There were no other nominations.   
 
The Association membership voted unanimously to accept the slate of officers. 
 
Communications and publicity 
Lynn Hoffmann reported that the Speakers Bureau is expanding.  Shenandoah Parks and Recreation will 
sponsor MGs to teach some classes. In addition, more volunteers are needed to give garden talks to 
garden clubs and other groups.   
 
Lynn also announced that she is passing around a sign-up sheet for volunteers to help with the Indoor 
Plant Clinic on February 8. (The date was subsequently changed to February 1.) 
 
Website 
Stacey Smith requested that project leaders submit information to her or to Lynn for the Website.  
Stacey also needs help with information to post on Facebook.   
 
Newsletter 
Bob introduced Joyce Watson, who will be taking over the responsibility of newsletter editor as of 
January 1.  Stacey thanked the dedicated group of writers who have contributed to the newsletter over 
the past year. 
 
Educational Adventures 
Carolyn Rutherford announced that Laurie Cocina will taking responsibility for the educational 
adventures next year. Carolyn noted that Laurie has been a big help this last year with the adventures 
and extended a special thanks to her. 
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Membership 
Bob Gail reminded everyone to pay their dues, complete their reenrollment forms, and enter their hours 
in VMS. 
 

Special Committee Reports  
 
2020 Seed Exchange 
Elaine Specht reminded everyone that the Seed Exchange will be held the last Saturday in January 2020.  
Master Gardeners have saved 72 varieties of seeds for the seed exchange.  Stacey is collecting donations 
of vegetable seeds. 
 
2020 MG Class 
Stacey and Elaine are coordinating the 2020 class, which will be on-line classes with hands-on labs.  
The first class is scheduled for January 11, 2020.  Thirty students were accepted into the class. 
 
2020 Symposium 
Lynn reported that the 2020 Symposium is scheduled for Saturday, March 7 from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm at 
Shenandoah University in Winchester.   
 
2020 GardenFest 
Lynn Hoffmann will be taking over from Cy as Project Leader for GardenFest.  Every area has a leader, 
except one. For parking, the Association will be hiring a professional crew to manage the traffic flow for 
safety reasons. 
 
Russ Watkins thanked everyone who has helped with collecting and cleaning pots. 
 
2020 FallFest 
Susan Groom will be the project leader for FallFest.  The location will be Richard’s Farm Market near 
Stephen’s City.  The date is TBD. 
 
Closing Remarks – Other Business 
Lynn reminded everyone that Belle Grove decorating is scheduled for December 3, from 9:3am until 
Noon.  The theme this year is “creatures large and small.”  The dedication of Larry Haun’s Memorial 
bench in the garden will be at Noon. 
 
Bob Gail thanked everyone for all they did for the Association this past year. 
 
Lynn would like people who participated in the Crown Bee project to bring a filled tube to the January 
2020 Association meeting.  Tim McCoy will be the January speaker and he would like to see what kind 
of bees have been nesting. 
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Adjournment 
Carolyn Rutherford moved to adjourn the meeting.  James Jones seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
with all in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 4:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by_______________________                           Date Approved___________________ 
Sandra Ward 
NSVMGA Secretary 
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