Minutes for The Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association
Board of Directors Meeting Held September 13, 2016

Call to Order

The Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association held a board of directors
meeting September 13, 2016, at the Strasburg Community Center, 726 E Queen Street,
Strasburg, VA, 22657.

Susan Garrett, president, presided over the meeting and called it to order at 6:00 PM. Kris
Behrends served as secretary.

Attendees

The following attended:

Voting Board of Directors: Advisory Board Members:

Susan Garrett, president Ginny Smith, Clarke county coordinator

Karen Brill, vice president John Kummer, Frederick county coordinator

Lee Demko, treasurer Sharon Bradshaw, Shenandoah county coordinator

Mark Sutphin, VCE Agent
Kris Behrends, Timekeeper
Suzanne Boag, Nominating Chair / Facebook coord
Lynn Hoffman, Scholarship Chair
Bob Gail, Symposium Co-Chair
Ann Levi, Guidelines Chair
A quorum was present

Opening Remarks
Opening remarks included an agenda review.

Officers’ Reports

Secretary:
Susan Garrett reported that the minutes for the previous month’s board of directors meeting
were distributed via email.

Motion: Karen Brill made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous month’s board of
directors meeting as emailed. Lee Demko seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in
favor and none against.

No correspondence was received.

Treasurer:
Lee Demko presented the following treasurer’s report.
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NORTHERN SHENANDOAH VALLEY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION

Finance Statement for August, 2016

CHECKING ACCOUNT
Checking Balance as of July 31, 2016 $ 6,400.75
1 Deposit for August, 2016 (Total = $ 145.00)
Date # Amount o Project
8/23 $ 145.00 GF
Total Deposits for August, 2016 $ 145.00
3 Debits for August, 2016 ($ 170.00)
Date # Amount _____Project
8/9 1705 $42.05 GF
8/18 1710 $45.72 Fair Judging
8/25 1711 $82.23 Poccadilly Printing (notepads)
Total Debits for August, 2016 $ 170.00
Checking Balance as of August 31, 2016 7 ) $6,375.75
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Balance as of July 31, 2016 ($ 8,535.59)
Activity/Date # Amount B Project
8/10 Deposit $ 30.00 donation
8/30 Deposit $152.23 Barn Series 8/21/16
8/31 Interest $0.72
Scholarship Fund Balance as of 8/31/2016 $8,718.54
RESERVE FUND
Activity/Date # Amount ___Project
8/31/2016 Interest $0.44

Reserve Fund Balance as of 8/31/2016

Total on Hand as of 8/31/2016

Respectfully submitted,
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Vice President:

Karen Brill presented the vice president’s report. Sunday’s meeting at 4 p.m. is in Luray, and
Ken Beyer, member of the Luray-Hawksbill Greenway Foundation, will share information about
the establishment and ongoing maintenance of the Greenway. If it rains, we will meet in the
Warehouse Art Gallery, 15 Campbell Street, Luray. The October meeting will be held at the
Blandy Arboretum, where members will learn about the community gardens there. Mary Craig,
Siobhan O’Brien, Bob Gail, and Mary Turner will be the presenters.

Advisory Board Reports

Clarke County Coordinator:
Ginny Smith presented the Clarke County report. The Clarke County Fair has finished. There will
be a cleanup of the demo garden, and a year-end event will be scheduled.

Frederick County Coordinator:

John Kummer presented the Frederick County report. He will be taking down the sign at
Hedgebrook Farm. The Greenline will be closing in October, and they will continue to have an
informational table at Lowe’s for a couple of more weeks. They are planning a year-end event.

Page County Coordinator:

Lesley Mack presented the Page County report via email. Not much to tell...we need rain! Page
is looking forward to seeing all the MGs for Ken Beyer's talk about the Greenway. People
moving into Page County are asking questions about soil, native species, etc., and we’ll maybe
try to get them to become MGs.

Shenandoah County Coordinator:

Sharon Bradshaw presented the Shenandoah County report. All ongoing projects are being
monitored, and several projects have ended for the year. The Shenandoah County Fair was very
successful, with extra interest generated by an interactive display created by Elaine Specht.
Children could read the criteria for judging a vegetable and attach a blue ribbon to the winning
photograph.

Two new projects have begun in the county. The first, the Edinburg Mill Rain Garden, will have
a display in the Old Time Edinburg Festival this weekend. We will have Mark’s ground water
interactive model on hand and several water quality and rain garden publications for
distribution. Our location will be in proximity to the rain garden itself. The second new project,
just approved this week, is for our collaboration with the Friends of the North Fork in landscape
planning for the Seven Bends State Park. Sari Carp has been consulting with the group for
several weeks. As plans moved forward with the park itself, she realized that a formal project
approval was in order.
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A community garden has been identified as a project of interest in the county. A property
owner interested in having Master Gardeners give classes and guidance to future gardeners
approached us. We will meet with him in early October to work out details.

Warren County Coordinator:
Katherine Rindt presented the Warren County report via email. The request for volunteers to
help with Blandy Arborfest was sent out to all members via VMS. About half the slots for shifts
need to be filled, but it’s still early.

The last day for the Warren County Help Line to be staffed in the Extension Office will be
September 26. We will continue to answer questions and look at problems that are reported to
us by Tammy or other office staff.

Volunteer Coordinator:
Mary Flagg presented the Volunteer Coordinator report by email.

Project applications received for 2017 are the Symposium, MG Class, and VDOT 340/50
Pollinator Project.

Carolyn Rutherford will be recognized at the next association meeting for having met her 50
hours.

For the MG class of 2015 Herbert Cooper is inactive. Liz Morgan is not a member of The
NSVMGA; however, she is a VCE intern until the end of the year.

Transfers/Reinstatements in the works: Kathy Rivers, Stafford, VA, to Shenandoah County
(waiting on background check); Jenea O’Connor from New Jersey (no paperwork received yet);
Celeste Shaw from Chicago (no paperwork received yet); and Kevin Hollingsworth Jr. from
Shenandoah County (2010) to Page County (no paperwork yet received by Mark).

VCE Agent:

Mark Sutphin presented the VCE Agent Report. Susan Garrett, Mary Flagg, and Mark discussed
tweaks to the Project Request form to include the VCE statement. At the last MG College
planning meeting, it was mentioned that Virginia might possibly host the International MG
College in 2021. (International MG College includes the countries of US, Canada, and South
Korea). Next year’s International MG College will be held in Portland, OR, July 10-14.
Attendance at these events can be around 1,000 members.

Standing Committee Report

Communications and Publicity:
Kris Behrends presented the Communications and Publicity report. The final Barn Series event
will be October 2, and the topic will be Autumn Wonders. They are discussing continuing the
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series next year. It has been a good turnout this year, but the majority of attendees are Master
Gardeners. They would like to get more attendance from the general public.

Education:
No report

Finance:
Lee Demko presented the Finance Report. A budget meeting will be held September 13. A
budget will be present at the October meeting.

Membership:
No report

Newsletter:
No report

Special Committee Reports

Guidelines:
Ann Levi presented the Guidelines Committee report. The Guidelines will be voted on at the
September meeting. Susan advised she’d resend the Guidelines and Bylaws before the meeting.

2017 Symposium

Bob Gail presented the 2017 Symposium report. All six speakers have been lined up, but one
had to decline. Caterers are narrowed down to two. There will be two breakout sessions at this
symposium. The symposium is ahead of schedule and will be held at Lord Fairfax Community
College. He asked if payments for the event could be accepted online. It was recommended he
contact Stacey Smith, who has done some research on this. Bob Gail and Lee Demko were
tasked in doing research on online payments and were asked to report their research to the
October board meeting.

2017 Nominating Committee

Suzanne Boag presented the 2017 Nominating Committee report. The Nominating Committee
members (Suzanne Boag, Mary Flagg, Stacey Smith, and Barb Hallar) received one nomination
for each of the Board Positions. The 2017 slate of nominees is as follows:

President: Cy Haley

Vice-President: Suzanne Boag

Secretary: Stacey Smith

Treasurer: Bob Gail

Past President: Susan Garrett

2017 Barn Series

Lynn Hoffmann presented the Barn Series report. Gardening in Miniature/ Fairy Gardens class
went very well in August. We had 2 sets of grandmothers/ grandchildren and one Mom and son
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that attended. They all took home dish gardens and had a great time. | sent pictures into the
Winchester Star and NVD. Both papers published the pictures and a short caption about the
class. Thanks to Angie Hutchinson for teaching and Ginny Smith for helping.

We had 8 people participate in the Preserving Garden Memories class that Rose Fairman
conducted on Sunday. We had a great variety of material to create cards and pictures to take
home. We had about 10 MG saving and pressing material since the spring to make the class a
success. And we had a great time celebrating Rose Fairman's birthday with the class.

The last class of the season will be on Oct 2 and it will be a Fall wreath making class. Suzanne
Boag has done a great job of announcing it on Facebook and Belle Grove has supported all the
events on their media sites.

Larry Haun did a great presentation on Herbs and Wine. He had about 20 people attend his talk
at Belle Grove. He had samples of cookies, crackers, cheeses and Sangria. After the class he
took the attendees on a tour of the Teaching Garden at Belle Grove.

2017 Junior Master Gardener Program

Lynn Hoffmann presented the 2017 Junior MG Program report. The CCAP garden is still
producing and Tammy Epperson reported that the kids have surpassed their goal. We have
harvested 1,017 Ibs. thus far from the CCAP garden and the tomato, bean, and pepper plants
are still loaded!

This is a 400-pound increase from last year, so we are really excited about how well the garden
did this year. We will need to do some major work in the garden this fall. The trees are
overgrown and will have to do lots of cutting back and limb removal. A date will be set for the
workday.

2017 Scholarship Committee

Lynn Hoffman presented the 2017 Scholarship Committee report. Committee members have
started to volunteer to serve for the 2017 year. | will confirm members and will start
preparations in December.

Old Business
1) Rain Garden at Hedgebrook Farm: John Kummer will take down the sign.

2) Photo Class: Susan Garrett reported the photo class being planned has 19 people interested
in attending.

3) Blandy Community Garden: Karen Brill reported that the Blandy Community Garden is an
excellent demonstration of various methods of gardening.
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New Business

1) Scholarship funding: Lynn Hoffmann suggested using Bloomin’ Buck$ with Brent and Becky’s
Bulbs as a potential fundraising program for our organization. A presentation was given at the
MG College, and they have donated bulbs to us in the past for kids’ programs. Susan Garrett
seconded the motion.

Motion: Lee Demko made a motion that this be established with funds going into the general
fund, subject to a yearly review regarding what fund will be the beneficiary of this project.
Susan Garrett seconded the motion. The motion carried with two in favor and one against.

2) Handley Library Classes: Mark Sutphin advised that the Extension Office has been
approached by Handley Library to work with Master Gardeners to present classes, possibly on
Saturday mornings.

3) Third Grade Initiative Unit Project: Lynn Hoffmann talked about the Third Grade Initiative
future unit project and suggested that a standard curriculum be created that could be taught in
each county.

Closing Remarks
None.

Adjournment

Motion: Karen Brill made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Lee Demko seconded the motion.
The motion carried with all in favor and none against, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:15
pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
,:LALLAL/’M. dhueeho 10/11/2016

Stacey Sr«ith, Secretary Date Approved by the Board
Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association
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