
 

Page 1 

Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association 

Shenandoah Vineyards, Shenandoah County 

October 18, 2015 

President Susan Garrett brought the meeting to order at 4 p.m.     

August Meeting Minutes:  Susan Garrett noted that the September Association Meeting Minutes had been 
circulated to the membership, and she asked for any changes or corrections.  Bob Carlton moved to accept the 
minutes as circulated with no objections, and Rita Guevremont seconded the motion.  The membership approved the 
motion. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Lee Demko presented the report as follows.   

 

Vice President’s Report:  Karen Brill welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The November meeting will be in the 
Board Room at Warren County Government Center, Front Royal. 
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County Coordinators’ Reports 

Clarke:  Mary Craig reported that the community garden is doing well.  Suzanne Boag advised that they have 
completed a final clean-up for the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden located in Chet Hobart Park.  A workshop will 
be held to create 30 rain barrels—this will be a good opportunity to learn how to create a rain barrel.  The 
Gathering will be held at the Clarke Co. Fairground 10/30 – 11/1.  Suzanne advised that this event will need a lot of 
volunteers:  They’re expecting about 100 kids for the activities on Friday. 

Frederick: John Kummer reported that Frederick County hosted Arbor Fest on October 10-11.  It was a 
disappointing turn-out.  Helen Lake suggested coordinating with Blandy (and Donna Downing, fellow MG and a focal 
point for Blandy vendors for this event) for us to decide, based on the information Blandy will provide us, if we 
should continue participating in next year’s Arbor Fest.  The last GreenLine will be next Friday.  A Frederick 
County wrap-up meeting will be held in November or December.   

Page:  Charles Newton advised that their GreenLine has had a few consulting opportunities.  They’re working with 
the Page County Tree Board regarding signage for the chinquapin oak. 

Shenandoah:  Sharon Bradshaw reported that the county’s active season has ended.  Both Farmers’ Markets are 
finished, and the Green Help Line has had its last office hour session.  Until next April they will be monitoring the 
e-mail and answering any requests from the Extension Office.  Shenandoah County is pleased to host this month’s 
meeting at Shenandoah Vineyards. 

Warren: Frank Baxter reported that the children’s garden at Samuel’s Library is beautiful.  Cy Haley advised that 
they’re in the planning stages of a project to develop and use two court gardens at the Hilda J. Barbour Elementary 
School Teaching Gardens.  These will be used by Master Gardeners and others for teaching purposes. 

Committee Reports 

Communications and Publicity:  A committee meeting will be held at 9 a.m. on October 31 at Fort Valley Nursery.  
Committee members will be covering the Seed Exchange, the Symposium, and the 2016 MG class.  A standard press 
release form is available now for use by members.  Stacey Smith is stepping down as chairperson for next year so 
the search is on for a new committee chair as well as more members on the committee.  Stacey brought trifold 
brochures to anyone who needs them. 

Education:  Karen Brill reported that there will be a fermentation workshop given by Rebecca Davis on November 
5. 

Finance: The budget report will be presented at the next monthly meeting. 

Membership:  Mary Craig reported that active membership totals 122. 

Newsletter:  Susan encourage everyone to read the newsletter. 

Special Committees: 

Master Gardener 2016 Class:  John Kummer advised that the next meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. on October 21 
at the Extension Office.  The syllabus has been set up.  They will be contacting prospective speakers for the class.  
If members know of anyone who would like to take the class, interested parties should contact Mark Sutphin. 

Ad Hoc Committee on Scholarship Guidelines:  Bob Carlton moved to accept the current guidelines that are in 
circulation to members.  Cy Haley seconded the motion, and membership approved it.  Ann Levi will be the Chair of 
the Scholarship Guidelines committee. 
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Nominating Committee:  Kris Behrends reported that the following members are running for offices in 2016: 

Susan Garrett, President; Karen Brill, Vice President; Stacey Smith, Secretary; and Lee Demko, Treasurer. 

Voting will take place at the next monthly meeting. 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report:  Mary Flagg reported (via e-mail read by Sharon Bradshaw) 13 of 19 interns have 
now reached MG status.  Everyone is encouraged to record their hours on VMS or send their spreadsheet to Kris 
Behrends. 

VCE Liaison:  Reminder given that background checks are due. 

Old Business 

Elaine Specht advised that there will be seed exchange meeting at her house on October 19 from 6 to 9 p.m.; at 
Blandy on November 5 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.; and November 14 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at her house. 

Mary Craig reported that the community garden at Blandy is wrapping up. 

Karen Brill asked members for donations of gently used magazines and/or books for sale at the Symposium. 

Lynn Hoffmann advised that the Scholarship Committee will begin meeting in November.  Thereupon, volunteers 
were identified from each county to participate on the committee.  They are:  Charles Newton, Page County; 
Suzanne Boag, Clarke County; Helen Lake, Frederick County; Frank Baxter, Warren County; and Bob Carlton, 
Shenandoah County. 

New Business 

None. 

Adjournment:  Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn, motion seconded and approved.   

After the meeting the members enjoyed hearing about the history of Shenandoah Vineyards, taking a tour of the 
vineyards, and sampling their delicious wines. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kris Behrends 

Secretary, NSVMGA 


