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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener’s Association 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Strasburg Community Center, Strasburg 
September 16, 2015 

 
 

Attendees:  
Karen Brill, Vice President 
Kris Behrends, Secretary   
Lee Demko, Treasurer 
 
Sharon Bradshaw, Shenandoah Co. Coordinator 
Anne Dewey-Balzhiser, Parliamentarian 
Mark Sutphin, VCE Agent 
 
Karen Brill brought the meeting to order at 6 p.m.   

August Board Minutes:  Karen Brill noted that the minutes were distributed to the Advisory Board.  Lee Demko 
moved to accept the minutes, Kris Behrends seconded, and it was approved by the voting Board members. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Lee Demko advised that she has been in contact with a person whose check hasn’t cleared 
from GardenFest (they said they would cover the check and processing fees). 

The following report was submitted: 
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Vice President’s Report: Karen Brill reminded members present that the September meeting will be at White 
House Farm in Page County.  The October meeting will be at Shenandoah Vineyards in Shenandoah County. 

Strategic Plan:  This has been tabled until more are in attendance at the Board meeting. 

County Coordinators’ Reports: 

Clarke County:  No report. 

Frederick County:  No report. 

Page County:  No report. 

Shenandoah County:  Sharon Bradshaw reported that the Green Help Line is ongoing as is the Strasburg Farmers’ 
Market.  Woodstock Farmers’ Market closed on September 12 due to declining customer support.  An appreciation 
dinner is scheduled for Shenandoah County MGs on September 25. 

Warren County:  No report. 
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Volunteer Coordinator:  Thirteen of 19 of the 2015 interns have earned MG status.  Three members are requesting 
reinstatement or transfer status. 

VCE Agent:  Mark Sutphin shared the following: 

 They are progressing with the screenings.  Sixteen members remain to complete the process.  Only 
active volunteers have to have the background check (doesn’t include Emeritus members). 

 The leadership development training is scheduled for October 7 at Germanna Community College.  Some 
members have registered for it. 

 Trifolds:  If none are on hand, it’s time to order them. 
 He is asking for seven to eight volunteers for Ag Day in Winchester on Saturday. 
 Bifolds:  He’s asking for help to update the brochure as it contains dated information.  He will contact 

Stacey Smith about this. 
 A meeting for the 2016 class will be held at 10 a.m. at the Frederick County Extension Office on 

September 22.  The class will be from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Standing Committees: 

Communications and Publicity:  There was a committee meeting on August 1.  Elaine Specht, Sari Carp, and Joy 
Brunk are on the committee with Stacey Smith.  Committee members will work individually with the different 
projects.  There will be a fall meeting in October.  Stacey would like to step down as chairperson but will work with 
whomever succeeds her. 

Education:  A workshop on fermentation will be conducted by Rebecca Davis from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on November 5.  
Sandy Ward and Karen Brill are working on next year’s symposium.  Joy Brunk will be working them as a 
representative of the Communications and Publicity committee. 

Finance:  Members of the Finance committee met on September 16.  They will review with Susan prior to the 
October board meeting at which approval will be requested. 

Membership:  No report. 

Newsletter:  No report. 

Scholarship:  No report. 
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Special Committees: 

GardenFest Update:  No report. 

Seed Exchange:  This committee had a meeting on September 12.  Karen Brill advised that they will have 
symposium brochures available for handout at that event. 

Old Business:   

None. 

New Business: 

None. 

Kris Behrends moved to adjourn the meeting, Lee Demko seconded the motion, and it was approved. 

The next meeting will be held at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, October 13, at Strasburg Community Center. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Kris Behrends 
NSVMGA Secretary 

E-mail action by the board dated August 19, 2015:  Sandra Ward was omitted from the members receiving 
scholarships to MG College 2015.  Bob Carlton made the following email motion, "Susan: I move that the Association 
pay the $160.00 to the person who was inadvertently omitted.  If there is a second to the motion I vote aye to its 
passage. Bob" This was seconded by Karen Brill.  The motion passed. 

E-mail action by the board dated September 23, 2015:  Lee Demko moved that the NSVMGA make a one-time 
donation of $100 to the Frederick County ELC.  This will go to supporting a dinner for the Frederick County Board 
of Supervisors on behalf of the Frederick County Extension Leadership Council.  This dinner is to remind the 
Supervisors about the great work of the Extension and how many lives are touched.  Kris Behrends seconded this 
motion, and it was approved. 

Action by the board at September 20 association meeting:  Karen Brill moved to sponsor “The Gathering” at the 
Clarke County Fairgrounds as a unit project and to pay the $20 admission fee.  Lee Demko seconded it, and the 
motion passed. 


