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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association 

Mid-Atlantic Farm Credit Building, Frederick County 

April 19, 2015 

President Susan Garrett brought the meeting to order at 4 p.m.  She welcomed everyone to the 

meeting.  Karen Brill introduced Ben Rose, owner/operator of Four Winds Tree Experts, who 

presented Proper Pruning Practices. 

March Meeting Minutes:  Susan Garrett noted that the March Association Meeting Minutes had 

been circulated to the membership, and she asked for any changes or corrections.  It was moved 

and seconded to accept the minutes as circulated with no objections.  The membership approved 

the motion. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Lee Demko presented the report as follows: 
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Frederick County Coordinator:  Emily Wickham advised that she will be relocating to Portland, OR.  

John Kummer was presented as the new Frederick County coordinator.  They had a county meeting 

in March.  Elizabeth Bevan is heading the GreenLine.  They’re looking for a leader at the Bowman 

Library children’s project.  Enid McConnell is the head of the Lowe’s Help Desk which is in 

Winchester.  Thirty people stopped by at their last event, and they need volunteers to help staff 

the Help Desk.  They’re looking to start a relationship with the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley 

again.  Emily was presented a thank-you gift for her work as county coordinator. 

Vice President’s Report:  Karen Brill advised that they’re open to suggestions for programs.  The 

next meeting will be held at Belle Grove Plantation, Middletown, VA, and Claire DeMasi and Elena 

Lycas will be giving the presentation. 

Committee Reports 

Communications and Publicity:  Stacey Smith reported that a Web page will be devoted to each 

project on VMS. 

Education:  Karen Brill and Sandy Ward have volunteered to be co-chairs of this committee.  They 

are working on ideas for members to obtain educational hours this year.  Because of members’ 

different schedules, they will try to provide week-night and weekend opportunities.  They will start 

working on next year’s symposium and are asking for input from the members. 

Finance:  Lee Demko advised that all members have paid dues with the exception of four. 

Membership:  Mary Craig reported that we have 108 members plus 19 trainees.  Six members have 

been transferred in. 

Newsletter:  No report. 

Master Gardener 2015 Class:  There is about one month remaining for the 2015 class.  They have 

been working on their garden project at Blandy Farms.  Mark Sutphin reminded members that it’s 

not too early to think about the class for 2016.  He’s suggesting Frederick County be the site for 

the class and that the class be held during the daytime hours.  If anyone is interested in being the 

2016 class coordinator (or co-coordinator), please contact Mary Flagg, Susan Garrett, or Mark. 

Scholarship:   Deadline for applications has passed. 

GardenFest Update:  Cy Haley, project leader, provided a sign-up sheet for volunteers for 

different activities.  If members have any items for Second Hand Rose, please bring them to the 

next meeting.  Elena Lycas designed the flier for the event.  Sharon Bradshaw reported that on 

each poster present at the meeting is a list of sites where news items can be posted to advertise 

for the event.  Carolyn Wilson advised that she’s running out of pots.  Two dividing workshops were 

completed by the trainees.  She also advised that we cannot use patented pots for plant sale.  If 

anyone needs labels for their plants, please contact Carolyn.  Janet Keithley will be hosting a 
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potting party on May 8.  Donna Downing could sponsor a potting party.  Paula Brownlee will have 

another potting party transferring seedlings. 

County Coordinators’ Reports 

Clarke:  Mary Flagg advised that volunteers are needed for the Mother’s Day Sale at Blandy Farms.  

A sign-up sheet for the Farmers’ Market is available for anyone wanting to volunteer. 

Page:  Charlie Newton reported they are waiting for the arrival of the arborist to check the health 

of the Luray Chinquapin Oak (it’s a 250-year old tree and is third largest in the state and is re-

measured every five years).  Membership for Page County has doubled!  Cheryl McDonald from 

Northern VA will be joining NSVMGA. 

Shenandoah:  Sharon Bradshaw advised that GreenLine office hours will begin the first of April on 

the first and third Friday mornings of the month.  Rich Howell has created a manual for use at the 

GreenLine.  The computer is monitored daily.  Belinda Palmer is looking for a volunteer to help with 

the Strasburg Farmers’ Market on Saturday, April 25.  A booth will be set up at Natural Art 

Landscaping on April 25 for the Artisan Trail. 

Warren:  Cy Haley reported that the Warren County Help Line is held on Monday mornings.  

Episcopal Church garden will be included on the State Garden tour on April 25.  Volunteers are 

requested to help with this event.  Volunteers are also needed for the Belle Boyd Garden. 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report:  Mary Flagg reported that two members have achieved their 50 

project hours:  Ginny Reed and Deborah Byrd.  Members can volunteer for projects on VMS which 

will generate e-mail to the project leaders.  She thanked everyone for volunteering. 

VCE Liaison:  Mark Sutphin reported that he will be working with Karen Brill to put together a one-

day tour at Wetland Solutions, Gainesville.  Fairfax County Master Gardeners have a diagnostic lab.  

He suggested a tour to this facility on Thursday, June 11.  He may be able to obtain a van for 

transportation.     

Virginia Tech has issued an additional step in the volunteering process.  This affects all volunteer 

organizations at the university, not just Master Gardeners.  In the next two months, members will 

be undergoing a security check.  The cost will be $9.95/member which the association will pay.  

Marsha Wright will be e-mailing members regarding the security check. 

Notification of the Master Gardeners College will be sent out either April 27 or May 2. 

Old Business 

Mary Craig reported that trainees are working on their part of the Blandy Community Garden.  A 

meeting will be held on Wednesday at 4 p.m. to till the garden.  The board approved a $400 budget.  

Mary Flagg moved to approve the budget, James Kirby seconded the motion, and the motion was 

approved. 
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New Business 

Susan Garrett asked members to review the surveys completed by the association membership 

which were very positive.  Forty-seven members completed the survey.  Results included: 

 Like Sundays for meetings 

 Programs are most important part of meetings 

 Like monthly meetings 

 Pot lucks didn’t rate high 

There were not enough surveys to be distributed so Mark Sutphin will e-mail it in a .PDF format to 

all members. 

Elena Lycas announced that new MG apparel is available for purchase, including ball caps.  The 

deadline for this order is Wednesday, April 22. 

Adjournment:  Rich Howell made a motion to adjourn, James Jones seconded, and the meeting was 

adjourned at 6 p.m.   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kris Behrends 

Secretary, NSVMGA 


