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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 

AREC Center, Frederick County 

September 21, 2014 

Vice President Ginny Smith brought the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. following an excellent 

presentation on “Forest Hydrology in the Urban Jungle” given by Nathan Staley, a Wetland 

Studies and Solutions Engineer. 

August Meeting Minutes:  Suzanne Boag noted that the August Meeting Minutes had been 

circulated and she asked for any changes or corrections.  Mary Craig made a motion to 

accept the minutes as circulated and Cy Haley seconded it.  The membership voted to 

accept the minutes as circulated. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Lee Demko presented the report as follow: 
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Vice President’s Report:  Ginny Smith reported that the October 19 Association meeting will 

take place at the Winchester Southern States and the program topic is TBA. 

Committee Reports 

Communications/Publicity:  No report. 

Education:  Ginny Smith reported for Helen Lake that a NSVMGA Strategic Planning Workshop 

will be held Saturday, October 25, 8 to 3:30 at the Warren County Government Center (WCGC).  

She added that Helen is stepping down as Education Chair and we need a volunteer for that 

position as well as someone to Chair our annual educational symposium.  Please contact 

President Bob Carlton if interested in volunteering:  bobnsam@shentel.net .    

Finance:  No report. 

Membership:  Mary Craig reported the list has been updated and is posted on both the 

NSVMGA Website under the Members tab and VMS under documents. 

Newsletter:  Ginny Smith asked that MGs send Editor Richard Stromberg articles on any 

gardening topic to be included in the newsletter:  risy@embarqmail.com . 

 

County Coordinators’ Reports 

 

Clarke: Mary Craig reported that Clarke MGs will man the booth at the Berryville Farmers’ 

Market for another month.   The booth set-up time on Saturday mornings is 9:00 a.m.  Mary C. 

reported that MGs have sold a lot of Rain Barrel Raffle tickets at the booth.  Mary C. presented 

Mary Flagg’s report on the Millwood Community Garden, where cool crops were recently 

planted including kale, spinach and lettuce.  Mary C. said that she is planning to hold an end of 

the year wrap up session for Clarke MGs sometime in October or November.  She added that 

Ginny Smith and Suzanne Boag cleaned up the Xeriscape Garden located at Chet Hobert Park 

in Berryville. 

 

Page:  No report. 

 

Shenandoah: Carolyn Wilson reported that five years after establishment, the rain garden had 

absorbed all the water 24 hours after a rain storm.  Weeds are a problem in the rain garden.  

Sharon Bradshaw reported that the MG Booth at the Fort Valley Nursery Farmers’ Market has 

had good traffic.  Carolyn reported that the VCE 100th anniversary celebration was a success.  

She added that Elena Lycas will be taking on the responsibility of MG shirt orders and reminded 

the 2014 Interns that each will receive an MG Polo after completing their 50 hours, but should 

any of them wish to place an order for other styles of shirts, they may do so as long as they 

have already completed 35 hours (MG shirts can be worn once 50 hours have been completed).  

 

Warren:  Cy Haley reported that the first Samuel’s Library session will be held the first Saturday 

in December.  Frank Baxter is the project leader and the topic of the session will be the Master 

Gardener Program. 

 

Frederick: Emily Wickham reported that Frederick MGs met at her house and decided that 

when MGs are working on demo gardens that they should wear their MG shirts and advertise 

when they will be there so people can approach them as they work to ask questions. She said 
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that the Bowman Library talks went well, were headed up by Ginny Smith, and were done for 

the year.  Claire DeMasi is the project leader for the Belle Grove Demonstration Garden.  

Elizabeth Bevan has taken the lead on the Frederick County green-line.  The Belle Grove 

Christmas Decorating is now a Unit Project.  She hopes that the Museum of the Shenandoah 

might offer opportunities for crossover projects. Emily is working with Karen Brill to come up with 

a feedback survey on projects for Frederick MGs.  A computer training class will be offered this 

fall that will focus on VMS use and online searches to answer plant questions.  Emily noted that 

James Wood High School has a horticulture program and suggested that the horticultural 

program students might be a source of labor.  Ag Day was held downtown Winchester and was 

very successful. Cy Haley and John Kummer volunteered for the event and Cy said that the 

water demo was a huge hit with the kids.  James Wood High School’s Horticultural Program will 

be holding their own Ag Day on October 4; MGs will have a booth and volunteers are needed.  

Please contact Emily if you can volunteer: teawick@aol.com . The Frederick County 4-H will 

hold Conservation Days October 7- 8 and ongoing presentations will be given to 6th graders at 

four middle schools.  MGs are welcome to participate; Emily noted this will be good outreach 

and asks anyone interested in volunteering one day or both to contact her.   She is maintaining 

a roster of MGs interested in doing home visits; please sign up with Emily. 

 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 

 

New MGs:  Ginny Smith announced that NSVMGA has three new MGs: 

 

Cynthia Walsh, Class of 2014, completed her 50 hours 

 

June Newcomb, Class of 2014, completed her 50 hours 

 

Sandra Ward, Class of 2014, completed her 50 hours 

 

All three MGs were present to receive their certificates and hearty applause. 

 

VCE Agent Report 

 

Strategic Planning Workshop Oct 25:  Mark Sutphin reported that Helen Lake and Anne 

Dewey-Balzhiser have planned this event and it is open to anyone interested in leadership 

positions. 

 

Leadership Workshop Oct 8:  Dave Close and John Freeborn will be presenting this workshop 

at Germanna Community College located in Virginia.  So far, Bob Carlton, Sharon Bradshaw, 

and Mark Sutphin have signed up.  Mark is planning a carpool.  Please contact him if you are 

interested in attending:  mark.sutphin@vt.edu . 

 

Project Review Meeting:  Mark thanked everyone who attended and thanked them for 

reviewing projects with a focus on our mission.  He said he appreciated everyone’s hard work. 

 

Today’s Talk on Storm Water Management:  Mark thanked Ginny Smith for arranging to have 

Nathan Staley talk to us today.  He said Virginia and Maryland are leading the nation in 

watershed controls, which is a huge need in our communities.  He offered to plan a field trip to 
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the environmentally friendly Gainesville facility that Nathan Staley had talked about – please 

contact Mark if interested in going on the field trip (time and date TBA). 

 

Green-lines:  Mark said that Fairfax County MGs operate 15 green-lines and hold a plant 

disease clinic.  He said that might be another interesting field trip if we could observe the plant 

disease clinic in operation. 

 

VMS:  Mark asked that anyone with questions about VMS please contact either Susan Garrett 

or himself.  He added that VMS has a calendar that is being updated with projects and 

volunteers can sign-up for projects through the calendar. 

 

Special Committees 

 

2015 MG Class:  Class Coordinator Cy Haley reported that class facilitators will meet on 

Wednesday, September 24, 9:00 a.m. at the classroom (the Old Library in Front Royal).   

Cy will be adding another 16 names to the list of potential students, Mark Sutphin said he had a 

few names to add, and Carolyn Wilson said that more names will be forthcoming after Blandy’s 

ArborFest. 

 

Nomination Committee:  No report from the Committee, however, Ginny Smith noted that we 

need volunteers for the NSVMGA officer positions of President and Vice President and 

suggested that those interested review the Bylaws and Guidelines (posted on the NSVMGA 

Website under the Members tab) to learn about the requirements and position descriptions.  

Please contact a member of the Nomination Committee if interested in volunteering for one of 

the officer positions: Chair Susan Garrett, SusanSGarrettMG@gmail.com ; and members Lee 

Demko, SLD8N@yahoo.com ; Rich Howell, richhowell47@gmail.com ; and Katherine Rindt, 

jkrindt@comcast.net .  

 

Adjournment:  Cy Haley made a motion to adjourn and Mary Craig seconded.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.  Following the meeting, MGs enjoyed another great 

potluck hosted by Frederick County. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Suzanne Boag 

Secretary, NSVMGA 
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NSVMGA Meeting Attendance September 21, 2014 

    

Suzanne Boag Guests  

Tricia Boyd Nathan Staley 

Sharon Bradshaw Mark Sutphin 

Paula Brownlee   

Joyce Brunk   

Dawn Buehler   

Mary Craig   

Lee Demko   

Lynda Hale   

Sally Hale   

Elaine Harshman   

Virginia Hisghman   

Roberta Johnson   

James Jones   

Shan Kilby   

John Kummer   

Jamie Martin   

Michael Marx   

June Newcomb   

Belinda Palmer   

Carol Pittillo   

Sue Rogers   

Joyce Scott   

Ginny Smith   

Cyndi Walsh   

Sandra Ward   

Emily Wickham   

Carolyn Wilson   

    

 

 

 


