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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 

Belle Grove Plantation, Middletown 

July 20, 2014 

President Bob Carlton brought the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  

July Meeting Minutes:  Bob Carlton noted that the July Meeting Minutes had been 

circulated.   James Jones made a motion to accept the minutes as circulated and 

Cy Haley seconded it.  The membership voted to accept the minutes as 

circulated. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Lee Demko presented the report as follows: 
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Vice President’s Report:  Ginny Smith reported that next month’s meeting will take 

place at Siobhan O’Brien’s farm in Berryville on Sunday, August 17 at 4:00 p.m. 

(location has been changed to the Shenandoah Farms Community Center, 6401 

Howellsville Road, Clarke County) and the topic will be Heirloom tomatoes. 

Committee Reports 

Communications/Publicity:  No report. 

Education:  Ginny Smith gave Helen Lake’s report.  Greenwood Mills Elementary Jr. 

MG Program needs volunteers.  Please contact Helen if you would like to volunteer:  

alyena@shentel.net .  The first class will be held September 4 from 2:35 to 3:20 p.m.  

Bob Carlton reported that he received a very nice thank you note from the recipient of 

our NSVMGA College Scholarship ($1000) this year: 
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Finance:  No report. 

 

Membership:  Mary Craig reported that the Membership List has been updated. 

  

Newsletter:  No report. 

 

County Coordinators’ Reports 

 

Bob Carlton reminded those present that the hosting county for monthly Association 

Meetings is responsible for the potluck set-up and providing plates, utensils, napkins 

and cups. 

 

Clarke: Mary Craig reported that the MG spot at the Berryville Farmers’ Market is 

secure, volunteer slots are filled for July, and there are still a few openings for August.  

Clarke will have an MG booth at the Clarke County Fair August 11-16 with the booth 

being manned from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Set-up for the fair booth will be Sunday, August 

11.  Mary Flagg is project leader for the Millwood Community Garden; MG work days 

are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.  Veggies are harvested the 

first week of each month and donated to the Food Bank.  Suzanne Boag added that she 

and Ginny Smith cleaned up the Xeriscape Garden located at Chet Hobert Park in 

Berryville.  

 

Page:  Charlie Newton reported that Page MGs have been fielding Green-line 

questions.  He thanked all who attended the June Association Meeting which was held 

in Page County at Tom and Lesley Mack’s home. 

 

Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the green-line is going as always.  

Shenandoah MGs have been scheduling work days for the rain gardens.  Volunteers 

are needed for the MG Booth at the County Fair August 23-29 from 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.  

Please contact Carolyn if you can volunteer:  cmwilson22842@gmail.com .  Bob Carlton 

has arranged for a Fair Judging class to be held Saturday, August 2 1:00-300 p.m. at 

the Shenandoah County Government Center. Bob said that the class can qualify 

attendees for judging veggies at county fairs; as other judging classes become 

available, Bob will keep us posted.  MGs taught 4-H kids about seeds.  Classes were 

held for children ages 5-7 and 7-12.  Another program is scheduled for 9-12 year olds.  

There are three programs coming up in the elementary schools. 

 

Warren:  Katherine Rindt reported that MGs are manning the green-line on Monday 

mornings.  Volunteers are needed for the County Fair August 4-10.  The 2015 MG 

Class, which will be held in Warren County, will be emphasized.  The Belle Boyd and 

Butterfly gardens as well as the landscaped areas at the Samuel’s Library are being 

maintained by Warren MGs. 
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Frederick:  Ginny Smith reported for Emily Wickham that the Frederick County green-

line has fielded 150 contacts this summer.  In addition, the Lowe’s MG table has been a 

success. 

 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 

 

New MGs:  Cy Haley announced that we have two new MGs: 

 

John Kummer (Class of 2014- 50 hours 

 

Beth Williams (Class of 2013) – 50 hours 

 

Both John and Beth were present to receive their certificates and hearty applause. 

  

Cy also presented a milestone certificate to Anna Mae Ortgies for 250 hours followed by 

enthusiastic applause. 

 

Old Business 

 

Guidelines for Use of VA Tax Exempt Status: Bob Carlton reviewed the language 

previously approved by the Board as follows: 

 

Guidelines for Use of Virginia Tax Exempt Status: 

1. The County Coordinator of the county in which the project is conducted will be 

consulted prior to use of the tax exempt status. 

2. A copy of the tax exempt status letter will be obtained from the County 

Coordinator.  It will be issued for a one-time use to purchase items for a single 

project.  This letter must not be re-copied. 

3. The tax exempt letter must be returned with the receipts to the County 

Coordinator and then to the Treasurer prior to reimbursement for the project 

purchase(s). 

4. The use of the tax exempt status is encouraged for purchases greater than $25.  

  

Bob asked if there were any questions and Cy Haley noted that County Coordinators 

need to be consulted with regard to county projects, but what about unit projects like 

GardenFest or the annual Symposium?  Bob suggested in that case that the Project 

Leader would need to be consulted prior to the use of the tax exempt status letter. 

There were no other questions.  

 

Mary Craig made a motion to accept the Guidelines for use of tax exempt status 

as presented at this meeting, James Jones seconded, and the membership 

approved the new guidelines without any objections. 
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New Business 

 

AREC Open House:  Bob Carlton announced that an Open House will be held 

Saturday, August 16; volunteers are needed for Mark Sutphin’s table.  Please contact 

Mark if you can volunteer:  540.665.5699 or mark.sutphin@vt.edu .  All MGs are invited 

to attend. 

 

Adjournment:  Cy Haley made a motion to adjourn and James Jones seconded.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m.  Following the meeting, MG College 

attendees Cy Haley, Suzanne Boag, Mary Craig and Carolyn Wilson talked about their 

experiences at MG College and encouraged all to consider attending next year.  

Another MG potluck feast followed. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Suzanne Boag 

Secretary, NSVMGA 
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MG Meeting Attendance July 20, 2014  

    

Suzanne Boag (A) Active = 82 

Tricia Boyd (A) Quorum = 20 

Sharon Bradshaw (A) 24 Active Present 

Paula Brownlee (A)   

Deborah Byrd (I)   

Bob Carlton (A) A= Active  

Mary Craig (A) I = Intern  

Claire  DeMasi (I)   

Lee Demko (A)   

Cathy Dickey (A)   

Linda  Hale (A)   

Sally Hale (A)   

Cy Haley (A)   

Elaine Harshman (A)   

Roberta Johnson (A)   

James Jones (A)   

John Kummer (A)   

Charles  Layton (I)   

Mike Marx (I)   

June Newcomb(I)   

Charles  Newton (A)   

Siobhan O'Brien (A)   

Anna Mae Ortgies (A)   

Belinda Palmer (A)   

Katherine Rindt (A)   

Ginny Smith (A)   

Stacey Smith (A)   

Sandra Ward (I)   

Beth Williams (A)   

Carolyn Wilson (A)   

 

 

 


