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BUD’S CORNER
“The Year of the Rose™
By Bud Gregory

It’s Officiall The U.S. Congress has designated 2002 to be "THE YEAR of the ROSE."” With a whole bunch of
"whereases"”, Congress officially produced seven reasons why we should all be delighted to put roses on a
pedestal for the rest of the year.

But let’'s face it. Many people will disagree that roses should be put on a pedestal, to say nothing of growing them
at alll Most hate all those diseases and pests that plague roses: Black spot, powdery mildew, aphids, whitefly,
etc., etc. And all those thorns! Don’t you just hate them?

Now wait just a minute! If nobody liked to grow roses, how did Jackson and Perkins make all that money? So
there must be something about roses that some people like.

And indeed there is. There are some great roses, and this leads to another problem. If | were to get a rose, which
one should | choose? No, I'm not going to list a dozen of the better roses — I'm only going to recommend two.
Both are vigorous and disease resistant.

Double Delight has a magnificent flower with cream petals and red edges. In my opinion, there is no other rose
that can match it. It is my favorite.

The other rose is Veteran’s Honor. It is one of the largest of the red roses and is a fitting salute to all the soldiers
who so valiantly served their country. It was the winner of the 2000 Rose of the Year award. In a vase, this long-
stemmed variety can delight you with its beauty and fragrance for up to two weeks.

As part of this celebration of the rose, Home Depot stores all over the country will be offering information on the
growing of our National Flower — The Rose.

4% % 6 >

Master Gardeners Laurie Cocina and Cindy Adams, who put
together the Terrarium Kits, which were a gift for each student.
The kits had soil, seeds and instructions on how to grow their
salads at home with their parents. Also helping and an instructor
in the program is Ginny Smith, NSVMGA Vice President
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Ashley Thompson
speaking to the
students
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MG instructors Helen Lake, Laurie Cocina,
Cindy Adams & Tammy Epperson of 4-H in

rear and Ginny Smith in foreground helping
“  students pack up their plants
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