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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 
Fort Valley Nursery, Woodstock, VA 

January 20, 2013, 2:00pm 
 
The presentation by Terry Fogle of Fort Valley Nursery preceded the meeting. He gave 
a wonderful talk on horticultural terms that we use and how to help define them to the 
public we are reaching. 
 
Helen Lake brought the meeting to order at 3:00p.m. She introduced herself as the 
newly elected Vice President. She then introduced David Freese, the new Treasurer. 
She informed the group that Cy Haley was at the inauguration. She also told the group 
that Suzanne Boag's mother passed away and there were two cards to be signed on the 
table next to the sign in sheet. 
 
Announcements 
 
Before the meeting got started Helen and Carolyn Wilson presented the following with 
their Emeritus awards: Fran Gregory, Eleanor Ames and Johan and Ron Guss. These 
four Master Gardeners have contributed many hundreds of hours between them. There 
were pictures taken and applause for all four. 
 
Vice President's Report:  Helen announced that the next two meetings will be held at 
2:00 pm to help people avoid having to drive in the dark.  The February meeting will be 
held at the Alson H. Smith Jr. Agricultural Research and Extension Center. The speaker 
will be Robert McDuffie from Virginia Tech.  He will be talking about the Gardens of 
Spain and Portugal and will have a PowerPoint presentation.  Some may know him from 
Master Gardener College. 
 
The March meeting will once again be in Shenandoah County.  It will be held at the 
Natural Art Garden Center.  Owner Lynn Phillips will give a presentation on miniature 
gardens and there will be a workshop, as well.  You are asked to pre-register; the cost 
will be $15 and includes some plant materials.  You can bring your own items or 
purchase some there.  Helen will also be extending an invitation to the Jr. Master 
Gardeners to attend the March meeting.  This will be a good opportunity to include 
them. 
 
John Stevens, former NSVMGA President, will host the meeting in August.  Beyond that 
Helen said if anyone has any ideas for speakers/topics for meetings, please feel free to 
let her know. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  David Freese gave the Treasurer's report as follows:   
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He also reminded everyone dues are due and he will collect them today if you have 
them.  Dues are $15, $20 for couples.  You can pay for two years, if you'd like.  Helen 
reminded everyone if they have receipts please turn them in to David.  David said you 
could bring them to a meeting or send them to him at the address on the membership 
list.  He also asked that you make a note as to what it is for.  For example, if you write 
peat moss, please put peat moss for Jr. MGs, or Bell Boyd, etc. so he can match it with 
a project. 
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Johan announced that she brought valentines for everyone, please take one. 
 
Junior Master Gardeners:  The Jr. Master Gardeners had their first class at the public 
schools this past Thursday at Greenwood Mill Elementary.  This program is under the 
guidance of Extension agent Tammy Epperson with 4-H.  There are 27 children who 
volunteered one hour of their school day to participate in the program.  There are boys 
and girls from 3rd, 4th and 5th grades.  Theresa Krause and Kris Goff helped this past 
Thursday.  Kris Goff, Larry Haun, Angie Hutchinson, Robert Vazquez, Pat Burslem and 
Marsha Burd will be instructing classes.  They are working with the schools curriculum 
and SOLs. 
 
Secretary's Report:  Suzanne was not able to attend.  Mary Craig stated that the 
minutes from the November meeting were posted on the website and asked if anyone 
had any changes or corrections.  Bob Carlton made a motion to accept the minutes 
as posted and Georganna DuBois seconded it. The motion passed with no 
objections. 
 
Education:  Lynn Hoffmann announced that the Gardening in the Valley Symposium 
2013 has been scheduled.  The flier is on the website.  The cost to NSV Master 
Gardeners is $40; the cost to the public is $45.  She brought some fliers with her if 
people would like to take some and spread the word.  The theme this year is edible 
landscaping.  Proven Winners has some new shrub fruit varieties. There will be an 
Extension agent doing a presentation on vegetables, Mike Weber from Weber Nursery 
and a garden writer, Evelyn Hadden to talk about no mow lawns. 
 
GardenFest is June 1st.  Helen Lake is the Education Coordinator and will be looking 
for people to do tabletop displays; Carolyn Wilson is the Plant Coordinator; Sid Rowlett 
is the Facilities Manager and Sarah Kohrs has volunteered to take over the children's 
activities - Passport to Gardening.  Bob Carlton will man the MG information booth and 
David Freese will be the cashier.  We will need lots of help. 
 
The Junior MG dates are all set. Helen has started with the elementary school program.  
The home school program starts on March 12th.  There are 10 MG volunteers to teach 
and there are openings for people who would like to teach in the summer sessions, 
which will be more hands on.  The classes are on Tuesday mornings.  Patty Dowell, one 
of this year’s interns, has a farm in Middletown called Merry Moo Farm.  She will be 
hosting the children on April 9th.  If you'd like to go, let her know so she can get a head 
count. 
 
We have started to receive seed donations for the Jr. MG program.  Roberta has found 
a place called Information on Southern Exposure who will donate seeds for Jr. MG.  
 
Virginia Garden week is April 21st through the 27th.  Belle Grove Plantation is one of 
the garden spots this year.  There is a small working committee already to start planning 
events for that week.  Larry Haun, Lee Demko, Patty Dowell and Paula Brownlee have 
all volunteered.  There will be a few workshops and maybe a lecture.  They are just 
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getting started but the event is a whole week.  This will be hosted as an MG event, not 
just a Belle Grove event. 
 
Helen showed a very nice thank you letter from Belle Grove thanking those that helped 
with the decorating for Christmas. 
 
Timekeeper: Susan Garrett announced that every Jan 11th she gets to report to 
Virginia Tech. the total hours our group has reported. This year we reported 6,348.5 
total hours.  There was a round of applause for this total.  She also reports the number 
of contacts, i.e. people we've reached; this year we reached 2,324 people. 
 
Virginia Tech is rolling out a new system of reporting.  It may involve us putting in our 
own hours.  Mark and Susan will receive roll out training in the beginning of March.  
They will get back to us with the details.  This should make it as easy. 
 
The Recertification form that was sent out last year is something we should be doing 
every year.  The Board is planning this year’s form.  They are waiting for something 
from Dave Close, and once received will be sending out the recertification form.  This is 
for you to indicate whether you are interested in continuing to be an active MG.   
 
Our contacts show we are not reaching a multi-cultural group, so if some of you speak 
other languages; this is your chance to indicate that.  If you have a particular skill; 
marketing, websites, public speaking, etc. please include this. 
 
On our present timekeeping form we have drive time and mileage.  There has been 
some confusion about this.  Drive time does not count for your 20 and 8 hours to 
recertify or your 50 intern hours.  It is counted towards milestone awards; 250 hours, 
500 hours, etc.  This is especially good because for milestone hours you get discounts 
for MG College.  Mileage can be reported under volunteer work for taxes to the IRS if 
you itemize.  So it can be very much to your advantage to track these. 
 
Susan would also like to receive time sheets every quarter and us the official form.  The 
current form is on the website in Excel or .pdf format, if you just want to write it in. 
Mary Craig stated that she keeps a list of mileage and drive time for locations visited 
frequently, and then she has that information handy when filling out her timesheet. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator:  Elizabeth has a new e-mail address: 
elizabethbevanmg@gmail.com. 
 
She announced that the Shenandoah Valley Nursery and Greenhouse Association 
Winter Short Course will be coming up.  There are fliers up front.   
 
This is a new year so get your project applications turned in.  We need very specific 
descriptions, including the educational value of the project.  The form is on the website, 
if you are a project leader, fill it out and forward it to your County Coordinator, who will 
review it then forward to Elizabeth.  
 

mailto:elizabethbevanmg@gmail.com
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The 2013 Class planning got off to a slow start, but is now up to a roar.  There is a 
Management Team of 10: Mark Sutphin, Mary Craig, Janet Keithley, Helen Lafferty, 
Rose Fairman, Susan Garrett, Rich Howell, Suzanne Boag, Carolyn Wilson and 
Elizabeth Bevan.  The Tuesday Class Coordinators are Mark Sutphin and Susan 
Garrett and the Thursday Class Coordinators are Janet Keithley and Elizabeth Bevan.  
The pit crew boss is Helen Lafferty.  Elizabeth then turned the floor over to Rich Howell 
for a class update.  Rich told the group there was a Pre-registration event on January 
15th at Blandy.  Prior to that the team had 2 meetings where they sat down and figured 
out who was going to do what.  About a week before the Pre-Registration we had about 
7 or 8 people interested; 3 days before the Pre-Registration there were 12 to 14 people 
interested.  For the event on the 15th about 30 people showed up in the rain.  All 
involved were very happy about the great turnout.   
 
The class is being held in a double wide trailer, which is very nice for a classroom, but 
the maximum seating is 25 people.  The team is meeting on Thursday to finalize 
applications (we are still receiving them, Rich e-mailed about 50 people).  There may be 
a 4th meeting before the first class on February 12th.  In the past it has been standard 
practice that if a MG wanted to sit in on class to catch up on something they missed in 
his/her class that has been allowed.  You still can, BUT, please e-mail Elizabeth to let 
her know what class you want to audit.  There will be a copy of the syllabus available to 
all, if you see something you want to attend, let Elizabeth know.  We have great 
instructors lined up and, from Rich's interview impressions of potential students; we're 
going to have great class.  We will get the schedule posted on the website. 
 
There are two Saturday field trips planned, they are included on the schedule.  Also, the 
three Association meetings are listed and the students will be encouraged to attend.  
The NSVMGA has over 45 active projects ongoing.  One of the handouts for the 
students will be a list of all the projects; MG wide and County oriented projects.  Each 
will have a full description of the project and include the location. 
 
Helen informed the group that, under Cy's leadership, we had a project review meeting, 
which was very good and helped determine the value of the projects and the direction 
for 2013. 
 
Elizabeth announced that she had name badges and certificates for Lee Demko, Randy 
Embrey, Terri Flynn and Virginia Hisghman.  None of them were present but they will be 
notified they received their certificates. 
 
County Coordinators Reports 
Clarke:  Mary stated that other than the class, there is not much going on in Clarke, yet.  
She is working on getting project applications together and they will get rolling when the 
weather gets better. 
 
Frederick:  Elizabeth and Angie are Co-Coordinators.  Angie went to New York with her 
husband.  Elizabeth announced that Mark Sutphin has arranged to have a live 
Greenline in the Frederick County Extension office; they will have their own cubicle. 
 



6 

 

Page:  There was a large delegation of 6 from Page County.  Tom Mack reported that 
there is not much going on there, yet, either.  They have the Greenline schedule and 
they participate in the County Fair. 
 
Shenandoah: Carolyn Wilson dittoed Mary's report, there is not much going on.  Their 
Greenline on the computer is ongoing; they will schedule a new Greenline leader for 
February. 
 
Warren:  Marsha couldn't be there.  Katherine Rindt reported that they had a Belle Boyd 
planning meeting.  Not much else is going on yet. 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
Mary Craig, as Membership Chair, announced that 2013 is the NSVMGA's 20th year.  
Frank, Skip and Johan were all members of the Class of 1993.  She would like to hold a 
logo contest and post the rules on the webpage.  If would run until the end of March.  If 
anyone has any suggestions for other ways to celebrate our 20th anniversary, please let 
her know. 
 
Elizabeth Bevan reminded everyone that you can volunteer to help with a project in any 
county, not just your own. 
 
Helen announced that Joan Sarna has asked to be recertified, and the Board approved 
it unanimously.  Applause. 
 
Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn and Lynn Hoffmann seconded. The motion 
passed. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45.  It was followed by a finger food version of our 
potluck meal. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mary Craig for Suzanne Boag 
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MG Assn. Meeting Attendance January 20, 2013 

Loretta Allison Mary Romanowski 

Eleanor Ames Donna Rowlett 

Frank Baxter Sid Rowlett 

Elizabeth Bevan Joan Sarna 

Skip Bowling Elke Thomas 

Sharon Bradshaw Sandra Dee Thompson 

Paula Brownlee Carolyn Wilson 

Pat Burslem   

Clarisse Bushman Guests  

Bob Carlton Garry Bevan 

Mary Carlton   

Mary Craig   

Patricia Dowell   

Donna Downing   

Georganna DuBois   

Mary Flagg   

David Freese   

Susan Garrett   

Fran Gregory   

Johan Guss   

Ron Guss   

Shelby Hadeler   

Elaine Harshman   

Larry Haun   

Scott Hinkle   

Rich Howell   

Lynn Hoffmann   

Emily Huttar   

Roberta Johnson   

James Jones   

Sarah Kohrs   

Theresa Krause   

Helen Lake   

Lesley Mack   

Tom Mack   

Ellen Markel   

Kathy Nies-Hepner   

Anna Mae Ortgies   

Marianne Pagington   

Belinda Palmer   

Katherine Rindt   

 


