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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 

Public House Produce, Luray 

June 9, 2013 

 

President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 5:55 p.m. following an educational 

and entertaining presentation on the “Buy Fresh, Buy Local” Movement by Dave Sours, 

owner and operator of Public House Produce located in Luray. 

 

Opening Remarks 

 

Emeritus Award:  Cy Haley announced that Anne Stilwell, Class of 1995, was the 

recipient of the Emeritus Award.  The certificate and pin, signifying her dedication to 

NSVMGA and her many contributions, were presented by VC Susan Garrett and fellow 

Page County MGs Elke Thomas and Tom and Leslie Mack.  Page County MGs also 

had a display board documenting Anne’s endeavors with NSVMGA over the years.  

Anne’s guests, Ruby Eldridge, Sherry and Mike Rowe, and Theresa Dispensarie were 

present to celebrate her accomplishments.  Enthusiastic applause followed the 

presentation! 

 

Vice President’s Report:  Helen Lake reported that July’s Association Meeting to be 

held on Sunday, July 21, 4:00 p.m., will be held at the Warren County Government 

Center (WCGC) and Blandy’s Dr. Steven Carroll will give a presentation on, “Tomatoes 

and Other Gardening Obsessions.”  Dr. Carroll is both an MG and a Botanist.  Helen 

stated that NSVMGA had been invited back next year to teach the Junior Master 

Gardener Program at Greenwood Mill Elementary, a Frederick County Public School.  

Helen will be sending out an email to the membership to recruit anyone interested in 

teaching, helping or observing the class for next year. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  David was not able to attend but sent the following report: 
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Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag reported that the May Meeting Minutes had been 

posted to the website; Page County’s Report had several corrections and the 

corrections have been made on the posted minutes.  Bob Carlton made a motion to 

accept the minutes as amended and Rich Howell seconded.  The motion passed 

with no objections. 

 

Standing Committees and Special Committees 

 

Communications:  No report. 

 

Education:   

GardenFest Recap:  Cy reported that the Children’s Activities had 130 kid’s 

participate and over 500 people attended GF!  The information booth was busy 

and we had four raffles going too.  Second Hand Rose raised $580, which will go 

to Belle Grove’s Intern Program in exchange for allowing us to use Belle Grove 

for our annual event.  The plant sale was a great success too.  Cy added that 

Lynn Hoffmann did a fantastic job organizing and pulling GardenFest together! 
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Membership:  Mary Craig was not able to attend, but reported that there was nothing 

new for membership; the list is up to date on the webpage. 

 

Time Keeper:  Cy Haley reminded everyone that Sarah Kohrs is now our Time Keeper 

so please send in your timesheets to her:  kohrs@shentel.net . 

 

Newsletter:  No report. 

 

2014 MG Class Coordinators:  Bob Carlton and Rich Howell have volunteered to be 

our 2014 Coordinators.  Please send them any names and contact information of 

people interested in the MG Program gathered at events or farmers’ markets:  

bobnsam@shentel.net , richhowell47@gmail.com . 

 

Special Committees 

 

MG College Scholarship Committee:  Cy Haley explained that volunteers are needed 

for the Lou Powell Scholarship for MG College Committee to establish guidelines.   

 

County Reports 

 

Clarke County:  Mary Craig was not able to attend but reported that the Clarke 

County’s Farmers’ Market is going well; Siobhan O’Brien went today and had about 14 

people stop by. 

 

Frederick County:  No report. 

 

Page County:  Lesley Mack thanked everyone for coming.  She also thanked Dave and 

Heather Sours for hosting the meeting and she thanked Anne Stilwell’s guest s for 

attending, Ruby Eldridge, Sherry and Mike Rowe, and Theresa Dispensarie.  She 

reported that Page had received a lone pond recirculation question recently. 

  

Shenandoah County:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the greenline was up and running.  

Shenandoah has also had a number of walk-ins.  The New Market rain garden system 

installed in 2010 is in good shape.  The two farmers’ markets, Fort Valley Nursery in 

Woodstock and Strasburg are being manned.  There will be a summer 4-H Program in 

July.  The County Fair is coming up at the end of August. 
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Warren County:  Cy Haley reported that the Help Desk is up and running on Fridays.  

The Samuel’s Library needs volunteers to water.  Volunteers are also needed to water 

the Butterfly Garden.  The Belle Boyd Garden is being cared for. 

 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 

 

2013 Interns:  Susan Garrett reported that some Interns are already nearing 50 hours. 

 

VCE Logo:  Susan reported that the VCE logo is in the process of being changed, 

which has resulted in a hold on new badges. 

 

Thanks:  Susan thanked Cy Haley for filling in for her while she was away for a month. 

 

Civil Rights Training:  Certificates are ready for those who completed the online 

training. 

 

Old Business 

 

20th Anniversary Patches:  Cy Haley reported that the Board had voted to order a 20th 

anniversary patch for every MG.  Since the cost was $265.20 and the Board can only 

approve amounts of $250 or less, $15.20 still needs to be approved by the membership.  

Bob Carlton made a motion to approve the $15.20 expenditure for patches, 

Sharon Bradshaw seconded and the motion passed with no objections.   

 

New Business 

 

2014 GardenFest Co-Chairs:  Lynn Hoffmann will not be able to chair GardenFest next 

year and we will need volunteers, preferable 2 co-chairs, to head up this event. 

 

Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn at 6:25 p.m., it was seconded by James Jones 

and the meeting was adjourned.  The meeting was followed by an MG feast held in the 

Sour’s beautiful screened in porch with a lovely view of the family farm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Suzanne Boag 

Secretary, NSVMGA 
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