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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

May 17, 2012 

Museum of the Shenandoah 

Winchester 

 

Attendees:  President Cy Haley, Vice President Angie Hutchinson, Past President Bob Carlton, 

Treasurer Luann Woodard-Laundry, Secretary Suzanne Boag, Extension Agent Mark Sutphin, 2012 MG 

Class Co-Coordinators Mary Stickley and Anni Sherman, Shenandoah County Co-Coordinator Carolyn 

Wilson, and Communication and Publicity Chair Donna Funk-Smith.  

 

President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Reports of Boards 

 

Vice President’s Report:  Angie Hutchinson reported that for the June Association meeting, which Lee 

Ruddle is hosting at his home, Lee will give a tour of his garden 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Luann Laundry presented the report as follows: 
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Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag stated that the Board minutes for April were posted to the website 

and asked for any changes or corrections.  Bob Carlton made a motion to accept the minutes as posted 

and Luann Woodard-Laundry seconded.  The motion was passed with no objections by all five Board 

Members present. 

 

Standing Committees 

 

Communication and Publicity:  Donna Funk-Smith reported that GardenFest flyers were available and 

are being distributed.  Suzanne Boag noted that the Virginia Gardener magazine had GardenFest listed 

on their calendar. 

 

Education: Bob Carlton reported that a Fair Judging class will be offered on August 18 at 9:00 a.m. at 

the Shenandoah Extension Conference Room located in the Woodstock Government Center.  He 

explained that Bobby Clark and Karen Moyer will give an overview of how fair judges evaluate and judge 

fair exhibit items.   

 

Membership:  No report. 

 

Time Keeper:  No report. 

 

County Coordinators’ Report 

 

Clarke:  Suzanne Boag reported that $144 was raised by raffle ticket sales at Blandy’s Garden Fair.  She 

said that feedback from Garden Fair shift leaders was mixed and that one suggestion was that MGs have 

a cash box for events with money handling along with seed money to start off with.  The Board liked this 

idea and determined that two boxes would be necessary:  one for general use and another for Second-

Hand Rose at GardenFest.  Bob Carlton made a motion to purchase two cash boxes, Luann Woodard-

Laundry seconded, and all five Board Members agreed.  The motion was passed. Suzanne agreed to 

purchase the boxes.  Cy Haley stated that Alison Teetor, Clarke County’s Natural Resource Planner, had 

a potential project for MGs that will involve design and planting for the Spout Run riparian buffer.  A 

budget and commitment of hours will be required and there is still the question of who will maintain it once 

planted.  Mary Stickley suggested that an interpretive sign be included as part of the project.  A project 

leader will be needed if we decide to take this on.  

 

Frederick:  No report. 

 

 Page:  No report. 

 

Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that MGs are now at the Farmers’ Market.  Cy Haley said that 

she had ordered NSVMGA bookmarks and notepads, which will available for GardenFest.  Carolyn said 

the rain gardens are having a weed problem and that the Green-line is up and running.  The 4-H program 

will begin in June.  The group discussed a tribute to Johan and Ron Guss as they will be moving soon.  

Cy said she would make a certificate and Carolyn offered to get a card.  Bob Carlton made a motion to 

name our scholarship the “Johan Guss Scholarship” in honor of Johan and consideration of her 

dedication to NSVMGA.  Suzanne Boag seconded, and all five Board Members agreed.  The motion 

passed.  Bob also motioned to confer Emeritus status on both Johan and Ron Guss, Angie Hutchinson 

seconded, and the motion passed with all five Board Members in agreement.  Mary Stickley suggested a 

gift certificate as a farewell gift and Anni Sherman agreed to take care of that.  Bob Carlton made a 
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motion to purchase a $50 gift certificate for Johan and Ron Guss, Angie seconded and the motion passed 

with all five Board members in agreement. 

 

Warren:  No report. 

 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 

 

Volunteer Coordinator Vacancy:  Acting VC Cy Haley stated that Elizabeth Bevan had stepped forward 

and volunteered to take on this job.  The Board discussed the idea of Elizabeth training/shadowing with 

Cy until our November elections. 

 

Speaker Project Applications:  Cy explained that MGs will need to complete a project application form if 

they plan to give garden talks this year.  The application can be worded to cover an estimated number of 

talks.  Extension Agent Mark Sutphin explained that the forms are necessary for liability reasons.  Cy said 

although this is a change in our procedure, the forms have always been a requirement by VCE. 

 

Travel Time:  Cy explained that there had been some confusion over MG travel time.  She said that 

travel time does count towards your total number of hours and awards, but it does not count as project 

hours and should be listed separately on your time sheet.  Bob Carlton added that travel time does not 

count towards the annual MG recertification requirement of 20 project hours. 

 

4-H Camp Project Hours:  Cy reported that the 4-H Garden Project will require annual involvement by 

MGs and David Freese is the project leader.  Part of the project involves MGs teaching 1 hour classes 

daily, and since many MGs have to travel some distance to get to the camp, Cy suggested that MG 

speakers receive 2 project hours per day as an incentive for speakers.  Bob Carlton made a motion that 

MG speakers for the 4-H Garden Camp receive 2 project hours per day, Suzanne Boag seconded, and 

the motion passed with all five Board Members in agreement.   

 

MG Class of 2012 and 2013:  Cy offered congratulations and thanks to both Mary Stickley and Anni 

Sherman for doing a great job as Class Co-Coordinators for 2012.  Intern Rich Howell has expressed an 

interest in possibly coordinating the MG Class of 2013.  The group discussed the possibility of changing 

the timeframe of the class.  Bob Carlton said the reason for scheduling the class during winter and early 

spring is that MGs are not busy in their gardens and have more time and it allows students to learn and 

then apply their new skills upon graduation in spring. 

 

VCE MG Recertification Request:  Cy explained that all MGs are required to complete an MG 

recertification form annually to be submitted to VCE.  We have not been doing this, but should have and 

we need to begin now.  Each MG will be sent a form and asked to return it by mail or in person at an 

Association meeting.  The forms will be available at the May 20 Association meeting this coming Sunday.  

Those who are not present at the meeting will receive their form in the mail.   

 

VMGA Liaison Report 

 

Cy Halley introduced Mary Stickley as our new VMGA Liaison. 

 

New Business 

 

MG Sales at Garden Fair and ArborFest:  Suzanne Boag stated that vendors at Garden Fair must pay 

$350 for a booth if they plan to sell anything even if they are a non-profit.  She said she would check into 
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whether or not MGs could sell anything at ArborFest without paying the sellers’ booth fee.  She said in the 

past MGs have sold plants at ArborFest and could consider packaging bulbs bought in bulk as a fund 

raiser.  Mary Stickley suggested possibly selling plants at the Garlic-Tomato Festival held the last 

weekend in August. 

 

Possible MG Meeting Site:  Blue Ridge Nursery located on Route 340 in Clarke County has offered an 

open house to MGs.  The group discussed the possibility of holding a meeting there sometime in the 

future.   

 

Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Suzanne Boag seconded it, and the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Suzanne Boag 

Secretary, NSVMGA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


