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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener’s Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Museum of the Shenandoah, Winchester 

August 15, 2012 

 

Attendees:  President Cy Haley, Vice President Angie Hutchinson, Treasurer Luann 

Woodard, Secretary Suzanne Boag, Past President Bob Carlton, Volunteer Coordinator 

Elizabeth Bevan, VMGA Liaison Mary Stickley, Shenandoah  CC Carolyn Wilson, 

Education Chair Lynn Hoffmann,  and Education Co-Chair Helen Lake. 

 

Vice President’s Report:  Angie Hutchinson reported that the August 19 Association 

Meeting will be held in the Education Building at Blandy rather than the Library.  Future 

monthly meeting dates and locations are as follows: 

 September 16 – AREC Building in Frederick County, speaker Janet Heishman, 

Gabalot Gardens, topic, “Fall Gardens” 

 October 21 – Woodstock Government Center in Shenandoah County 

 November 18 – Warren County Government Center, Annual NSVMGA Election 

 December – No Meeting 

 January 20 – Fort Valley Nursery, Shenandoah County 

 February 17 – Location TBA, possible topic, “Miniature Gardens” 

 

Angie stated that there was no response to the idea of a trip to Lewis Ginter Gardens in 

Richmond, and suggested we scratch the idea due to distance and cost.  Bob Carlton 

suggested a possible local trip to a pasta factory in Winchester.  Cy Haley mentioned a 

contact she received from Rosemont Manor in Berryville for a possible tea/lunch and 

topic, “Cooking with Herbs”.  Angie will follow up.  Angie requested a $50 speaker’s fee 

check to be made out to FOSA for Sunday’s Association meeting. 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Luann Woodard suggested that we consider changing 
banks after the audit.  Cy Haley stated that NSVMGA needs a bank that has 
branches accessible to all five counties.  Luann reported that the bond covering 
NSVMGA became effective July 2012.  Bob Carlton suggested purchasing 
educational books from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Native 
Plants for Wildlife Habitat and Conservation Landscaping, Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed (special printing rate of $104 per box of 50 copies).  Lynn Hoffmann 
suggested that copies be made available to MGs who request them from their 
County coordinator rather than just handing them out to everyone. The books 
would be provided to County Coordinators, distributed at events for a donation, 
including GardenFest.  Bob Carlton made a motion that we purchase 3 boxes of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat and 
Conservation Landscaping books to be distributed to county coordinators for 
distribution to MGs requesting them with the remainder being given away at 
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events or in lieu of a donation from the public, and Luann seconded.  The motion 
passed with all five Board members in agreement.  Angie Hutchinson amended 
the motion to include that copies would be donated to libraries in each county 
with the donation being publicized, Bob made the motion to amend, and Suzann 
Boag seconded.  The motion to amend was approved with all five Board 
members present in agreement with the amended motion.  Cy pointed out that 
this expenditure would need to be voted on by the membership at Sunday’s 
meeting since the cost exceeds the Board’s $250 limit.  The Board also 
discussed the possible purchase of DGIF’s A Guide to Snakes of Virginia and 
A Guide to Frogs and Toad of Virginia, which NSVMGA has purchased in the 
past for educational purposes.  Lynn agreed to check into the cost of those 
publications as well. 

Treasurer Luann Woodard presented the report as follows: 
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Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag reported that the July Association minutes were 

posted on the website and asked for any corrections or changes.  Angie Hutchinson 

made a motion to accept the minutes as posted and Bob Carlton seconded.  The 

motion passed with all five Board members present in agreement. 

Standing Committees 

Communication and Publicity:  No report. 

Education:  Lynn Hoffmann submitted the 2013 Education budget, which included:  

giveaway handouts for events, county fairs, children’s talks or meetings: 

    NSVMGA.org pencils (288)   $52.50 

 Squirt frogs (120)     $52.50 

Bookmark Info handouts   $50.00 

Total for handouts   $160.00 

Junior MGs (Greenwood El.) graduation, class & garden supplies: $300.00 

Junior MGs (Frederick Co.) graduation, class & garden supplies: $300.00 

Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat & Conservation Landscaping Books 

(Board discussion earlier under Treasurer’s Report) 150 books:  $312.00 

2013 Ed. Symposium Shenandoah University: 

Speaker fees, handouts (est.)       $1500.00 

Food & room costs (est.)  $1600.00 

Total for Symposium  $3100.00 

 

Lynn explained that the primary topics for the 2013 Symposium will be, No Mow Lawns, 

Vegetables, Alternative Landscapes, and Bugs. 

Finance:  Cy Haley stated that two Members at Large are needed to volunteer for the 

2013 Budget Committee.  The Committee will be include:  President Cy Haley, 

Treasurer Luann Woodard and volunteers Lynn Hoffmann and Helen Lake stepped up 

during the meeting. 
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Membership:  Cy Haley stated that Membership Chair Mary Craig and Time Keeper 

Susan Garrett are in the process of cleaning up the membership list.  She asked the 

Board if there were any objections to purging the list of inactive and/or unpaid members 

and no objections were voiced. 

Newsletter:  Cy Haley noted that a quiz now appears in the monthly newsletter with a 

prize for the winner.  This month’s winner is Mary Flagg. 

Special Committees 

Audit:  Cy Haley explained that three Members at Large are needed for this committee.  

She will follow up with an email request for volunteers. 

Bylaws Review Committee:  Cy Haley stated that Bob Carlton and Lynn Hoffmann are 

reviewing the NSVMGA Guidelines.  Lynn Hoffmann added that the NSVMGA 

Scholarship Fund guidelines should be in order by November.  Cy explained that we 

must comply with IRS guidelines.  The scholarship will be offered to college juniors and 

seniors majoring in horticulture who live in our five county regions.  The scholarship 

amount will be $1,000 to $2,000. 

County Coordinators’ Reports 

Clarke:  Suzanne Boag reported that she, Marianne Pagington, Robert Vazquez and 

Nancy Specht cleaned up the Demo Garden located in Chet Hobert Park.  The MGs 

had a booth at the Clarke County Fair where gardening questions were being answered 

and rain barrel raffle tickets were being sold as well.  The raffle will take place at 

Blandy’s ArborFest, Sunday, October 14.  ArborFest volunteer sign-ups will be 

circulated soon; the event takes place October 13 through 14 with set up on October 12. 

Frederick:  Angie Hutchinson reported that there had not been much traffic at the MG 

Booth at the Frederick County Fair last week.  Mary Stickley noted that visual displays 

help attract people to the booth.  Lynn Hoffmann suggested that MGs have handouts to 

give to event or fair goers.  Cy Haley added that Teri Merrill is stepping down as county 

coordinator and a volunteer is needed to fill that position in Frederick.  Mary reminded 

the group that the Tomato & Garlic Festival was scheduled for the upcoming Saturday, 

August 18. 

Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported the green line is either very busy or no one 

calls.  Both Farmers’ Markets are doing well.  The Fair Judging Class is open to all 

interested MGs and will be held at the Woodstock Government Center this Saturday, 

August 18, from 9 to 6.  So far, Bob Carlton has five people signed up for this workshop. 

Carolyn added that Shenandoah’s County Fair is coming up and last year MGs had 

over 200 contacts at their booth!  Carolyn said that Shenandoah MGs would be happy 
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to sell rain barrel raffle tickets at the fair booth, and Suzanne Boag agreed to arrange for 

the transfer of barrel, cash box tickets and ticket bin to Carolyn at Sunday’s Association 

meeting. 

Page:  No report. 

Warren:  Cy Haley reported that the 4-H camps had wrapped up and work sessions 

were continuing at the Belle Boyd garden. 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 

2013 Officer Nominations:  Cy Haley explained that she will not be able to serve as 

President next year due to work commitments.  Lynn Hoffman, Nomination Committee 

Chair, said she is working to put together a slate of officers.  She will accept 

nominations from MGs, so long as the nominee agrees to the nomination:  

gwendydog@gmail.com . 

MG Badges:  Cy Haley reported that it will be several weeks before recently ordered 

badges arrive. 

2013 MG Class:  Cy Haley emailed Page County MGs requesting feedback on the idea 

of hosting the class in Page County and has only heard back from one person so far.  

Cy will follow up. Whichever county the Class Coordinator lives in will determine the 

location of the class.  Extension Agent Mark Sutphin added that remote learning for MG 

classes is being explored at the state level, which could then be coordinated with field 

trips and labs over a six month period.  Mark did not believe this would be in place prior 

to the start of our February MG Class.   

VMGA Liaison Report 

August Meeting:  VMGA Liaison Mary Stickley attended the meeting. 

VMGA Donation:  Mary suggested that NSVMGA consider donating to the VMGA Fund 

next year, which helps to protect the State MG Coordinator’s position from future 

funding cuts. 

VMGA Membership:  Annually, NSVMGA sends a list of Interns to VMGA for 

membership.  Subsequent to that, MGs must individually renew or join VMGA, which 

can be done via the internet or mail.  Mary agreed to send out the membership form in 

an email to our membership. 

State Fair:  September 27 to October 6 in Doswell, VA, there will be VMGA booth and 

volunteers are needed.  The theme is, “Farm to table” and kids programs focusing on 

the parts of plants will be offered.  There will also be a 4-H Garden Contest. 

mailto:gwendydog@gmail.com
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Next Meeting:  October 13 in Fauquier County. 

Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Suzanne Boag seconded, and 

the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. with no objections. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Suzanne Boag 

Secretary, NSVMGA 

 

 


