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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener’s Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Strasburg Community Center, Strasburg 

July 17, 2013 
  
Attendees: President Cy Haley, Vice President Helen Lake, Secretary Suzanne Boag, 
Past President Bob Carlton, Frederick County Coordinator Angie Hutchinson, 
Shenandoah County Coordinator Carolyn Wilson, Volunteer Coordinator Susan Garrett 
and Extension Agent Mark Sutphin. 
 
President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 
Reports of Boards 
 
Vice President’s Report:  Helen Lake reported that Dr. Steve Carroll will be the 
speaker at Sunday’s Association Meeting to be held at Warren County Government 
Center (WCGC).  August’s Association Meeting will be held at John Steven’s house and 
will include a garden tour.  Johns’ address is:  324 Round Hill Road, Winchester, VA 
22602 and the meeting will be held at 4:00 p.m.  September’s Association Meeting will 
be held at Carolyn Farouki’s house and will also include a garden tour.  Helen thanked 
the Board for approving payment for Longwood’s online Children’s Gardens Program for 
herself and Lynn Hoffmann.  She and Lynn will provide a “train the trainer” program to 
the membership based on the online program.  Helen will meet with VT staff at the 
Hahn Horticultural Gardens to discuss Junior Master Gardeners Programs.  July 24 
Helen Lake, Lynn Hoffmann, Laurie Cocina, and Ginny Smith will host a meeting to 
discuss instructors’ topics for Jr. MGs fall and spring semesters. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  David Freese is out of town and will provide the Treasurer’s 
Report at August’s Board Meeting. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag reported that the minutes were posted on the 
website.  .  Bob Carlton made a motion to accept the minutes as posted, Helen 
Lake seconded, and all four Board members present agreed.  The motion passed. 
  
Standing Committees 
 
Communications and Publicity:  Donna Funk-Smith is stepping down as chair.  The 
Board discussed expanding this Committee to include a chair and several members to 
coordinate on our many events.  The Board also discussed the advantages of adding a 
line item to the annual budget for publicity. 
 
Education: 
 
 Online Board Vote for Longwood Course requested by Education Co-Chairs 
Helen Lake and Lynn Hoffmann on July 3rd: 
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 July 3rd email - On behalf of Lynn Hoffman and me, Helen Lake, as Program 

 Coordinators for the NSVMGA Junior Master Gardener Programs would like to 

 request the Board to approve payment for each of us to participate in the six 

 week online educational program of School Gardening 101 sponsored by 

 Longwood Gardens.  Registration fee is $100.00 per student.  This program (per 

 description) entails one hour of online instruction as well as several hours per 

 week in completing assignments and communicating with the instructor and 

 participants.    Upon completion of this class, Lynne and I would develop 

 workshops or presentations that would pass on what we had learned to our 

 fellow MG'ers participating in the Jr. MGs Program for home schoolers 

 and Greenwood Mill Elementary School.  Timeline: First class begins 15 July and 

 registration at this time is still ongoing.  Would appreciate Board consideration for 

 this request via email vote.  Thank you in advance for your timely consideration 

 of our request, Helen Lake and Lynn Hoffman. 

 Board Vote via Email for Longwood Course: 

 Bob Carlton:  July 4 - I approve. 

 Cy Haley:  July 4 - As Lynn and Helen have been long standing active NSVMGA 

 members, have both been and/or are currently Education Chair, and have been 

 the leaders in our JR MG classes as well as instructors, I vote yes to both being 

 given the $100 tuition for the School Gardening 101 classes. 

 Suzanne Boag:  July 4 - I vote yes to approve $100 to both Helen and Lynn for 

 the online school gardening course.  Three Board members voting in favor, 

 the motion passed. 

 ============================================================= 

 Online Board Vote for Garden Rulers requested by Education Co-Chair Lynn 
Hoffmann on July 26th: 

 

  

July 26th email - Here is the pricing for "garden" rulers that Helen and I would like 
to use for the Jr. MGs.  However, if we get 1,000 we can put info on the rulers as 
handouts and MG info.  If you all agree with that -can I go for the 1,000 which are 
about $330?  I know you all can't authorize over $250, but maybe the Jr. MGs 
fund has the other amount of the cost for approval?  We want them by Sept.   
….Whatever you can do.  Thanks. Lynn 

 Board Vote via Email for Rulers: 
 Bob Carlton: July 26 - I vote yes to getting the 1000 “garden” rulers. 
 Suzanne Boag: July 26 - I say yes to ordering 1000 rulers. 

Helen Lake:  July 26 - I am prejudiced and vote yes for the rulers. Pulling the fifty 

plus difference from the JMG budget? Per David's records we have the funds to 

cover. Thanks for your support! Principal Dr. Waldrop at Greenwood Mill is very 

enthusiastic about our returning this year and fully supportive of our curriculum 
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and accompanying activities. Three Board members voting in favor, the 

motion passed. 

Membership:  VC Susan suggested a policy be set for reinstatement of NSVMGA 
membership.  The Board agreed on the following criteria for reinstatements: 

 Submission of recertification form 

 Complete Civil Rights Training 

 Attend at least 3 Association Meetings 

 Complete 6 volunteer hours at farmers’ market/greenline 

 Retake MG Class depending upon timeframe of past training 
In addition, a mentor will be assigned by the County Coordinator and emphasis put 
on turning in hours. 
 
Reinstatement Requests:  Cindy Adams submitted a form (2007 Class, Frederick 
County), Helen Lake agreed to be her mentor.  Charlie Newton (1998 Class, Page 
County), more information needed. 
 
MG Transfers:  Sharon Gillespie (1980’s Class, Wake County, NC).  The Board 
agreed she should retake the MG Class considering the timeframe of her previous 
training/MG involvement.  Susan will send her contact information to Bob and Rich 
for the 2014 MG Class.  Cindy Toy (Loudoun County MG 3 years ago) transfer to 
Frederick County, more information needed. 
 
Recertification Issues:  Rose Fairman, no recertification form, Suzanne Boag will 
contact her.  Kevin Hollingsworth (Page), no response, no recertification form, 
remove from roster.  Sue Manley (2012 Intern), did not complete her 50 hours, no 
recertification form, remove from roster.  Donna Rowlett, no response, no 
recertification form, remove from roster.  Leonard Sherp, no response, no 
recertification form, remove from roster.  Chuck and Sally Walters wish to go inactive 
while moving/settling in, Helen Lake will call them. 
Bob Carlton made a motion to approve the list of those to be removed from 
the roster, Suzanne Boag seconded, and the four Board members present all 
agreed.  The motion passed. 
 

Newsletter:  No report. 
 
Special Committees: 
 
Lou Powell MG College Scholarship Committee:  Anne Dewey-Balzhiser, Janet 
Keithley, David Freese, and Carolyn Wilson have volunteered for the Committee.   
 
Nominating Committee:  So far, Committee volunteers include Lynn Hoffmann, Helen 
Lake, Rich Howell and Susan Garrett.  Cy Haley asked for one more volunteer from the 
southern counties to round out the Committee.  The slate of candidates must be ready 
by the October Board Meeting with a September 30th deadline.  The offices of President 
and Vice President will need to filled, with Suzanne Boag agreeing to stay on as 
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Secretary, and David Freese as Treasurer.  The Board discussed the possibility of a 
second Vice President or shared office, which would require amendment of the Bylaws.   
 
2014 Budget Committee:  This Committee falls under Finance in the Bylaws.  David 
Freese will chair, Cy Haley sits on the Committee as President, and two additional 
volunteers will be needed to round out this Committee.  The Committee will meet once 
to establish the 2014 Budget. 
 
County Coordinators’ Reports:  Cy Haley asked VC Susan Garrett to compose an 

email to be sent to county coordinators asking if they intend to continue on as 

coordinator and also asking if they would be interested in having an associate to share 

some of the work load. 

 

Clarke:  Susan Garrett reported that the Berryville Farmers’ Market is going well.  

Suzanne Boag added that all shifts are fully staffed for the Clarke County MG Booth. 

 

Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the green line is up and running.  4-H Eat 

Your Veggies Program will be held for 5-7 year olds.  The Eat Your Veggies Program 

will also be presented at Woodstock Elementary.  August 6, 7, 8 FFA Signal Knob 

gardening projects will include making salsa.  The Fair Judging class will be held August 

17th, 12:30, at the Extension Office in Woodstock.  Please email Bob Carlton if you are 

interested in attending:  bobnsam@shentel.net.  Space is limited to 15 participants.  The 

county fair is also coming up in August. 

 

Page:  No report. 

 

Warren:  Mark Sutphin asked about participation in the County Fair, and Cy Haley 

agreed to contact the Fair Board about possibly setting up an MG Booth.  Frank Baxter 

is continuing to lead on the library garden projects.  The Belle Boyd garden also 

continues as an ongoing project. 

 

Frederick:  Angie Hutchinson reported that the Help Desk is going very well with both 

Clarke and Frederick MGs staffing it.  Mark Sutphin added that he was pleased that the 

recent Bowman Library project reached a diverse audience. 

 

VCE Agent:  Mark Sutphin reported that payment or $45 for the Longwood Behind the 

Scenes Tour scheduled for August 14th  is due before July 26.  VT will be offering 

Leadership Training.  Both Mark Sutphin and Susan Garrett will be attending, and 

others in leadership positions are also welcome.  The training will be held August 27th 

for the Northern District in Warrenton.  Topics will include how to identify, recruit, and 

retain leaders at the local level.  Strategic planning homework will also be assigned. 

 

mailto:bobnsam@shentel.net
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Volunteer Coordinator’s Report:  Susan Garrett reported that she will be putting 

model programs on VMS.  She suggested posting MG lesson plans requesting that 

those who use them give credit to the originator.  The Board discussed the need for 

review of materials to be posted, and Bob Carlton made a motion to form a Review 

Committee comprised of the VCE Agent, VC, and Education Chair to review 

materials offered for posting, Suzanne Boag seconded, and the motion passed 

with all four Board members present in agreement.  Susan also confirmed that 

Sarah Kohrs will continue in her position as Time Keeper. 

 

VMGA Liaison Report:  No report. 

 

Old Business 

 

20th Anniversary Patches Ordered:  Cy Haley reported that the patches were ready 

and would be distributed at MG Association Meetings. 

 

St. Luke’s Fundraiser Contribution:  David Freese had asked that the Board consider 

a donation to this non-profit group and the Board discussed the pros and cons.  Helen 

Lake suggested 2 passes to our 2014 Symposium (value $90).  Setting precedents and 

the cost to our organization versus reaching only two people were the focus of a lively 

discussion.  The Board finally decided not to contribute to the fundraiser. 

 

New Business:  Helen Lake suggested we change our website password as previously 

agreed.  The Board discussed the necessity to do this and agreed to make the change 

in January with the newly elected Board in place. 

 

 Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn, Suzanne Boag seconded and the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 


