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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener’s Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Strasburg Community Center, Strasburg 

June 5, 2013 
  
Attendees: President Cy Haley, Treasurer David Freese, Secretary Suzanne Boag, Past 
President Bob Carlton, Shenandoah County Coordinator Carolyn Wilson, and Extension Agent 
Mark Sutphin. 
 
President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Reports of Boards 
 
Vice President’s Report:  Cy Haley reported that Helen Lake would be attending the Sunday 
Association Meeting in Luray.  The July Meeting will be held at the Warren County Government 
Center (WCGC) Sunday, July 21 at 4:00 p.m.  Dr. Steve Carroll will be the guest speaker and 
his topic will be “Tomatoes and Other Garden Obsessions”. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  David Freese reviewed the report as follows: 
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Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag reported that the minutes were posted on the website.  
She explained that one correction was made on the Frederick County report, as Karen Brill 
rather than Riding had helped Angie Hutchinson with the rain garden clean-up.  Bob Carlton 
made a motion to accept the minutes as amended, David Freese seconded, and all four 
Board members present agreed.  The motion passed. 
  
Standing Committees 
 
Communications and Publicity:  No report. 
 
Education: 

GardenFest Recap:  Lynn Hoffmann reported via email that she will schedule a 
GardenFest wrap-up, and asked that MGs let her know if a particular date is good.  Cy 
Haley reported that over 535 people attended with 130 children participating in the 
children’s activities.  David Freese reported that less money was taken in for plants and 
raffles this year compared to last.  However, there is the question of start-up cash, which 
was not recorded last year, so the comparison may not be completely accurate.  David 
presented the following cash report for GardenFest 2013: 

 

 
 

Some feedback received from West Virginia MGs, ‘Wow, you grow your own plants! We 
get plugs and grow them.’  Visiting friends of Carolyn’s were very impressed by the 
event too.  The Board discussed how better we might advertise GardenFest.  This year 
GardenFest appeared in the Star, Northern Virginia Daily, and Virginia Gardener.  Lynn 
Hoffmann also did an interview for Channel 3.  David suggested trying additional radio 
and T.V. spots next year.  The Board also discussed using local papers/websites to get 
the word out. Suzanne Boag mentioned the lack of a raffle coordinator, and Cy 
suggested adding a GardenFest Advertising Committee and a separate Raffle table.  
The group discussed the fact that we had more raffles last year, two rain barrels (of 
better quality); Suzanne suggested that Mary Craig’s idea of having raffle bins for each 
county available so that money can be raised at each county’s farmers’ markets and 
fairs along with a picture/description of the item being raffled.  Carolyn Wilson added that 
attendance and sales were down from last year.  She stated that last year Mary Stickley-
Godinez had contributed two truckloads of plants.  Carolyn said that the best sellers this 
year were:  anything in bloom, sedums, cone flowers, tomatoes (determinate or 
indeterminate), shade plants, and foxgloves.  Carolyn cautioned MGs to be careful to not 
pot up patented plants.  Carolyn said one issue for the plant sale was labels.  The labels 
need to include color, season and height.  One idea was for Interns to help make plant 
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labels in a consistent format.  Another idea was to use price tags for plants – David, in 
his role as cashier noticed that some plant labels might have been switched so as to 
receive a lower price.  Mark Sutphin said that this was his first GardenFest and he was, 
“thoroughly impressed.”  Cy explained that we will need a GardenFest coordinator for 
next year as Lynn will not be able to chair the event, although she will help with planning 
the event. She reminded the group that the job included a lot of preparation work and 
that delegating was a must.  Carolyn will continue to lead the charge with the plant sale 
next year and David volunteered to help with publicity.   
New Education Chair:  Lynn Hoffmann will be stepping down as Education chair, and 
Helen Lake has volunteered to fill that vacancy.  Lynn has asked Helen to start thinking 
about the symposium for 2014.  Lynn will still help with things and be around.   
MG VA College Scholarship:  Lynn Hoffmann reported via email that she had received 
no applications for the scholarship from any college junior.  She received one application 
from a high school junior and will let her know that she is not eligible.  Lynn plans to 
review the forms and will add a cover/info sheet and be more specific.   
MG VA High School Scholarship:  Lynn requested that a motion be made to prepare 
guidelines for a $250 scholarship for graduating high school seniors, which could then 
be presented to the Board with input from the Treasurer if the budget would allow it.  The 
draft would be prepared by the Education Committee and submitted for review.  
Proposed implementation would be for March 15, 2014 for payment to a college by July 
15, 2014.  Bob Carlton made a motion to request that Lynn Hoffmann draw up the 
guidelines for a $250 high school scholarship to be presented to the Board, 
Suzanne Boag seconded the motion, and it passed with all four Board members 
present in agreement.   
Children’s classes at Bowman Library:  Lynn reported that the teaching positions 
have all been filled by Interns!  There will be three classes this summer.   
C-Cap Junior Master Gardener Classes:  Lynn is planning on two or three classes for 
the Jr. MG garden this summer and will need volunteers to teach. 
Jr. MG/4-H:  The children will be given the opportunity to take a flower arranging class 
and be part of the MSV Flower Show in November.  Mark Sutphin will teach the kids.  
The Jr. MGs will have a display booth for the event. 
Judging Class:  Bob Carlton has scheduled a Fair Judging Class for August 17th at 
12:30 p.m. at the Extension Office in Woodstock.  All MGs/Interns are welcome to 
attend, but let Bob know if you are interested in attending as the class will be limited to 
15 people:  bobnsam@shentel.net. 

 
Membership:   

Request for Reinstatement:  Kate Adrian, a 2007 MG, has requested reinstatement.  
The request was tabled until the VC can review membership information and provide to 
Board. 
Removal from Membership Roster:  Cy Haley, David Freese, Carolyn Wilson and Bob 
Carlton followed up on MGs who had been flagged as unresponsive to recertification 
letters, and as a result, several were removed from the roster. 
Retention Stats:  Cy Haley will schedule a meeting of Board members, County 
Coordinators, the VC, and Mark Sutphin to discuss what we might do differently to 
increase retention.  David suggested considering mini seminars and opening them to the 
public.  Bob reminded the group that one purpose of the monthly Association Meetings is 
for MGs from far flung counties to have a chance to meet and interact.  Mark added that 
in 2010 and 2012 we did have a higher Intern to MG retention rate, and thought this 
might be due to the smaller class size.  He also said that County Coordinators were 
critical to including Interns in county activities and projects.   
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Newsletter:  No report. 
 
Special Committees: 
 
Lou Powell MG College Scholarship Committee:  Intern Anne Dewey-Balzhiser has 
volunteered for the Committee.  Cy Haley asked that at least two more experienced MGs join 
the Committee. 
 
County Coordinators’ Reports 

 

Clarke: No report. 

 

Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that people are coming in to the greenline.  The rain 

garden system is looking good.  Both farmers’ markets, located in Woodstock and Strasburg, 

are up and running. There will be a 4-H Children’s Program in July.  The Fair Judging class will 

be held August 17th, 12:30, at the Extension Office in Woodstock.  Please email Bob Carlton if 

you are interested in attending:  bobnsam@shentel.net .  Space is limited to 15 participants.  

The county fair is also coming up in August. 

 

Page:  Lesley Mack reported that she and Tom could not attend Board Meeting, but were ready 

for the MGs to come to Page County June 9, 4 p.m., for the meeting at the Public House 

Produce run by David and Heather Sours.  Page MGs will put up signs and balloons to help 

guide folks.  Lesley asked that the word go out that attendees need to bring a chair.  The 

presentation and meeting will be held in the barn while the potluck will be set up on the 

screened porch.  There will be plenty of room for parking. 

 

Warren:  David Freese reported that the Blueridge Education Center already has a garden and 

has requested advice.  The Center serves children with a variety of issues. Frank Baxter needs 

volunteers for watering at the Samuel’s Library.  The Stonewall Jackson project has requested 

maintenance; Cy suggested that we offer to help with plant identification. 

 

Frederick:  No report 

 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report:  No report. 

 

VMGA Liaison Report:  No report. 

 

Old Business 

 

Emeritus Award for Anne Stilwell:  The award will be presented at Sunday’s Association 

Meeting. 

 

20th Anniversary Patches Ordered:  Cy Haley reported that she had ordered the patches at a 

cost of $265.20.  Since the Board is only authorized to approve expenditures of $250 or less, a 
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vote will need to be taken at the Association Meeting on Sunday to approve the additional 

$15.20 to be spent on the patches. 

 

MG Bookmark Order:  Bob Carlton made a motion to spend $250 or less on bookmarks, 

which Carolyn Wilson will order, and Suzanne Boag seconded the motion.  All four Board 

members present approved the expenditure. 

 

New Business:   

 

Inventory Lists:  Mary Craig sent the updated inventory list to the Board for review.  David 

Freese took charge of three cash boxes; one cash box is being kept in Clarke County.  Mark 

Sutphin said that a 2004 laptop was being stored at the Winchester Extension Office.  Bob 

Carlton will check with the Shenandoah Extension Office to see if the digital projector is being 

stored there.  Former VC Randy Langford was the last to use it. 

 

 Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn, David Freese seconded and the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 


