
Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 
Sunday, July 18, 2010 

Carolyn Wilson’s House 
 

President Bob Carlton brought the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Bob announced that we needed 
someone from the general membership to serve on the Nomination Committee and that we had 
openings for President, Vice President, and Treasurer.  In addition, we will need a volunteer to fill the 
Volunteer Coordinator position, which is currently held by Ernie Polanskas and Frederick County will 
be in need of a County Coordinator as Paula Brownlee will be stepping down as coordinator for that 
county.  Bob encouraged everyone to consider running for a position.   Bob also mentioned that the 
Executive Board decided to purchase another $5000 CD at United Bank.  

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes from the June 20 MG meeting were posted on the NSVMGA 
website.  Bob Powell made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by Marsha Burd and 
passed without any objections. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Bob Powell reviewed the Treasurer’s Report dated 6/30/2010.  He also 
announced that in June NSVMGA became a registered 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization with the 
IRS.  The Form 990-N for the calendar year 2009 has been filed and accepted by the IRS.  Bob 
explained that the only financial question asked on that report is whether the organization’s gross 
receipts for the year were still less than the $25,000 minimum that would necessitate a more detailed 
Form 990 report.  Because NSVMGA gross receipts are less than $10,000 per year and the IRS code 
will increase the reporting minimum to $50,000 for 2010, Bob suggested that NSVMGA not pursue a 
formal fee-required registration at this time.   

Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardeners Association 
Treasurer's Report 

June 30, 2010 
        

FINANCIAL POSITION
        
Checking balance - May 31, 2010     $5,515.01
        

INCOME Member dues    10.00  

 
GardenFest - plant sales, apron sale & 2nd 
Hand Rose 2,961.76  

 
GardenFest - rain 
barrel raffle   381.00  

 
Clark Co kids program 
tuition   29.00  

 
Donation - MG 
College scholarship   2,000.00 5,381.76

        
EXPENSE GardenFest - 2 cases, 48 oz bottled water  -84.66  

 
GardenFest - Belle Grove contribution, 2nd 
Hand Rose rev -519.76  

 
Newsletter - bank 
error, postage   0.80 -603.62

        



Checking balance - June 30, 2010     10,293.15
        
CD balance - includes interest earned $43.62   5,087.57
        
TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE     $15,380.72
        

OTHER NSVMGA TREASURY ITEMS
        
1. DUES - as of 06/30/2010, 10 NSVMGA members have not paid the $10 per member dues. 
        
2. DUES ARE PAID BY 93% OF NSVMGA MEMBERS.    
        
3. DONATIONS APPROVED, BUT NOT DISBURSED    
     a. Woodstock Rescue Squad - $100, 'Susie's Garden, waiting for sign & 
invoice  
     b. New Market Garden - $150, waiting for sign & invoices    
     c. Belle Grove Scholarship - $250      
        
Respectfully submitted,       
Bob Powell        
Treasurer, NSVMGA       
bpowell1101@comcast.net       
540-667-0244       

 

County Reports: 

Clarke:  Ernie Polanskas reported that a rain barrel workshop will be held in August at the Clarke County craft 
market.  The Farmer’s Market schedule for Clarke in on the website – please contact Marilyn Thuss if you are 
interested in helping.  The Farmer’s Market is Clarke’s green line.  It is held every Saturday morning.  Suzanne 
Boag has been scheduling Demo Garden clean-ups for the Xeriscape Garden in Chet Hobert Park.  Master 
Gardeners have been invited to participate in HarvFest in the fall, which is a celebration of Clarke County’s 
agricultural roots.  Ernie reminded everyone that Master Gardeners will have a booth at ArborFest, which is will 
be held October 9-10 at Blandy and we will need volunteers to man the booth. 

Frederick:  Mary Stickley reported that she is having success with volunteers on Wednesday evenings and 
Friday mornings at the Museum of the Shenandoah.  Paula Brownlee is pleased with the progress volunteers 
and docents are making with the herb garden at Belle Grove.  Mary mentioned that she will need volunteer 
speakers for an upcoming Tomato/Garlic Taste Fest that she is organizing for Saturday, September 4th, Labor 
Day Weekend.  There will be lectures, tasting, and vendors.  Please contact Mary Stickley for more information 
or if you would like to help or know of vendors who might be interested in participating. 

Page:  The green line is up and running. 

Shenandoah:  Johan Guss said MGs participated in a very successful 4-H program for 80 children.  Bob 
Carlton will have a table set up from 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. at the Shenandoah County Fair, which begins August 27. 

Warren:  Marsha Burd said the help desk is up and running.   She mentioned that they had a small MG turn out 
for the library program on tree care.  The talks will continue at the library.  MGs share a table with the Tree 
Stewards at the Farmers Market and MGs are through until October.  They have gotten some good questions 



and there is some interest in the MG program.  Bob Carlton said to refer people who are interested in the MG 
program to Helen Lake.  Ernie added that her contact information is on the website.  Warren County will host 
our MG meeting for this coming November. 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Ernie Polanskas thanked Carolyn Wilson for hosting our NSVMGA Meeting at her 
home.  Ernie reminded MGs that time sheets were due a couple of weeks ago – please get them turned in!  We 
have updated our membership roster and some who are present are not currently considered active members.  
He said some MGs may not realize that their status is “inactive” because they have not turned in their hours.  
Please contact Ernie if you have any questions about your hours.   

Ernie explained that he is chairing the Nomination Committee, So far, Mary Craig is on the committee with 
Ernie, but he asked for more MG volunteers to serve on the committee.  Angie Hutchinson volunteered.  The 
annual election for the Executive Board will be held at the November meeting, and the Nomination 
Committee’s job is to come up with a slate of officers for President, Vice President and Treasurer.  Suzanne 
Boag has agreed to continue on as Secretary.  Ernie also reminded MGs that we need a volunteer for the 
Volunteer Coordinator Position as well as for the Frederick County Coordinator Position.  The election will be 
held at our November meeting. 

Ernie announced that Blandy has a special exhibit on the flora project.  Next year a book will be published 
listing Virginia plants, and the artwork for this book will be on display at Blandy.  Once published, this book 
will become a reference guide for MGs and all others interested in Virginia’s flora. 

Ernie congratulated Susan Garrett of Clarke County, Class of 2010,  on completion of her 50 hours and 
presented her with a certificate.  Ernie thanked everyone for their help at GardenFest.  Ernie gave special thanks 
to Martha Mitchell for all her work and presented her with a classic Minnie Mouse garden ornament.  Martha 
thanked everyone for all they did for GardenFest.  Martha received numerous positive comments about moving 
the event to the front of the house at Belle Grove.  Ernie gave special thanks to Marianne Pagington for her 
work on the children’s activities at GardenFest, and presented her with a collection of garden fairies.  Ernie said 
that GardenFest 2010 had more plants, more talks, and more displays than ever. 

New Business:   Bob Carlton reminded MGs that we need volunteers for the offices of President, Vice 
President and Treasurer this year.  He thanked Ernie and Paula for their work and dedication and reminded 
everyone that their positions of Volunteer Coordinator and Frederick County Coordinator need to be filled also. 

Bob also said he wanted to focus on education.  We had two great seminars earlier in the year, and he said he’d 
like to have more this fall.  He mentioned that Mary Stickley had suggested a seminar on trees and that another 
suggestion was planning for next year’s garden.  He emphasized that we not only need ideas, but a location for 
the event, and speakers. 

Bob announced that the MG training class will either be held at the Museum of Shenandoah or Lord Fairfax – it 
will be posted on the website soon. 

Mary Stickley made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Paula Brownlee and the meeting was 
adjourned at 4:32 p.m. 

The meeting was followed by a fascinating talk by Beekeeper Peter Schmitt, who teaches beekeeping in 
Northern Shenandoah and is also a Veterinarian at Linden Heights Animal Hospital in Winchester.  Another 
MG Feast followed his talk, along with a tour of Carolyn’s garden. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Suzanne Boag 
Secretary 


