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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 

Warren County Government Center, Front Royal, VA 

July 21, 2013 

 

President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 5:15 pm, following a very 

entertaining presentation on tomatoes by Dr. Steve Carroll from Blandy. 

 

Announcements:  Cy announced that you have until Friday to let Mark know if you 

want to go on the Longwood Gardens trip.  We have our 20th anniversary patches, 

Mary Craig will be handing them out to everyone. 

 

Vice Presidents Report:  Helen Lake stated that the August meeting will be at John 

Stevens' house. He's a former NSVMGA President.  The September meeting will be at 

Carolyn Farouki's house.  Helen then went on to talk about the Jr. Master Gardener 

program for the fall at Greenwood. There will be a planning meeting on the 24th and 

they will be selecting topics. They have raised beds they will be planting. If you want to 

help with a class please come to the meeting or let Helen know.  The Board has 

approved Helen and Lynn H. to enroll in an online class about children’s programs put 

on by Longwood Gardens that she and Lynn will later present in a “Train the Trainer” 

format. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  David Freese is out of town and will provide a combined 

June/July Report at the August Board and Association Meetings. 

 

Secretary’s Report:  The June minutes were posted on the website.  Bob Carlton 

made a motion to accept the minutes as posted.  It was seconded and the motion 

passed. 

 

Standing Committees and Special Committees: 

 

Communications:  Donna Funk-Smith is stepping down as Chair of Communications. 

If anyone is interested or knows someone who might be interested, please let Cy know. 

It is a big responsibility. 

 

Membership:  Susan Garrett welcomed back former MG Cynthia Adams. We are glad 

to have her back. Mary C. pointed out that former MG Mal Sarna is in attendance with 

his wife, Joan, today. It is good to have him join us. 

 

Lou Powell Scholarship:  There has been a committee formed, consisting of Carolyn 

Wilson, Janet Keithley, David Freese and Anne Dewey-Balzhiser. They will be putting 
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together guidelines for the scholarship, which was set up to provide financial assistance 

to MGs who attend Master Gardener College.  

 

Nominating Committee: The committee members are Lynn Hoffmann, Helen Lake, 

Susan Garrett and Rich Howell. We will need to fill both President and Vice President 

slots. 

 

2014 Budget Committee: Cy and David need two more people to be on this 

committee.  

 

County Reports: 

 

Clarke County:  Mary Craig said the Farmers' Market in Berryville is going well. 

They've had plenty of volunteers to cover all the weeks, so far. The Clarke County Fair 

is coming up. Nancy Specht has a sign up list. We will be there from Tues., August 13 

through Sat. Aug. 17th. Cy reminded everyone that we are a five county group. You can 

help in any county, not just your own. 

 

Frederick County:  Angie Hutchinson said that the Frederick County greenline takes 

place on Friday from 9-12. She has done it once and will need someone for August. 

Mark has been busy with walk ins. They will not be setting up at the Frederick County 

Fair. They will have a booth set up on Sun. Aug. 4th for Fredericks Family Day. They 

will be behind the Douglas Center next to the rain garden and will be educating people 

about how rain gardens work. Angie, Belinda Palmer and Roberta Johnson will be 

manning the booth. 

 

Page County:  Lesley Mack announced how happy they are to have Anne Stilwell 

receive her Emeritus status. They are also looking forward to Charlie Newton, a former 

MG, being reinstated. The helpline had 2 calls in June, one for copperspot on lawns; 

they advised the person to do a soil test and sharpen the lawnmower blades, and one 

about a Bradford Pear that has cracks and earwigs; they advised the person to replace 

the tree with a native tree. Lesley also said she and Tom do civil war dancing and Tom 

has a card if anyone is interested. She also brought some Ruby Spice Clethora if 

anyone would like some. 

 

Shenandoah County:  Carolyn said Sarah Kohrs has some extra childrens badges 
from GardenFest, if anyone would like one. Their greenline is tapering off since we're 
getting towards the end of summer.  The Farmers' Market in Strasburg was canceled 
last week because of rain, but they asked Melinda if the MGs could come next week.  
The Woodstock Farmers' Market always has a good crowd and Ft. Valley lets the MGs 
leave booth set up materials there. The 4-H camp program is Wed. mornings at various 
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town parks. Unfortunately, two had to be canceled due to low interest. This years' first 
camp is for children 5-7 and the topic is 'Eat your Veggies'.  The Shenandoah County 
Fair is the last week of Aug. and Carolyn will send around a sign up sheet. They will be 
set up from 5:30 to 8:00 and they will get fair passes. 
 

Warren County:  Marsha Burd said the greenline/helpdesk has not had a lot of traffic. 

Belle Boyd had an ice cream social. Frank Baxter said the plantings at the library look 

good, but they can use more volunteers to help. The donated plants are doing well. The 

second Sat. in Aug. the library series continues. Frank will be talking about pruning. If 

you get a chance to go by the memorial garden, it's on 2nd and Memorial Ave. in Front 

Royal.  Marsha said the Farmers' Market in Front Royal is very small and they would 

have to pay, so they don't have a table there. They also have to pay to set up at the 

Warren County Fair. Cy said she would talk to the Fair Board.  

 

Volunteer Coordinators Report: 

Susan Garrett added to the Clarke report that the greenline has had 2 questions about 

June beetles. She then presented hours awards to the following people: 

Lynn Hoffmann, 3,000 hours (Lynn was not present) 

Lesley Mack, 2,000 hours 

Mary Craig, 1,000 hours 

Suzanne Boag, 1,000 hours (Suzanne was not present but received her award at MG 

College) 

Cy Haley, 500 hours (Cy received her award at MG College, also) 

The following received 250 hours awards: 

Luann Laundry, Roberta Johnson, Rich Howell, Scott Hinkle, Susan Garrett, Donna 

Funk-Smith, David Freese and Mary Flagg. 

 

Susan said if you took the Civil Rights training module she is passing around an 

enevelope with the certificates in it, please take yours. 

 

She then announced that we have four new Master Gardeners:  

Ginny Smith, since she was the first in the 2013 class she received a free t-shirt. 

Barbara Gorham, James Jones and Matt Windt.  Congratulations to all. 

 

Old Business: There was no old business. 

 

New Business: Scott announced his granddaughter is in the FFA and took 1st place in 

the County, Region and State. She did her program on ancient hydroponics.  
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Cy drew raffle tickets that were handed out at the start of the meeting. Katherine Rindt 

won a mug that looks like a terra cotta pot. Lesley Mack (Tom accepted) won a MG 

license plate surround.  

 

Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn at 5:53, it was seconded and the motion passed.  

The meeting was followed by the potluck meal. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Mary C. Craig for Suzanne Boag 

Secretary, NSVMGA 
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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 

Warren County Government Center, Front Royal, VA 

July 21, 2013 

Attendance 
Cindy Adams 

Loretta Allison 

Frank Baxter 

Kris Behrends (I) 

Skip Bowling 

Patricia Boyd (I) 

Marsha Burd 

Kathy Clevenger (I) 

Laurie Cocina 

Mary Craig 

Georganna DuBois 

Susan S. Garrett 

Malinda Gordy 

Rita Guevremont 

Cynthia D. Haley 

Larry Haun 

Scott Hinkle 

Pamela Hough (I) 

Denise Howe 

Angie Hutchinson 

Emily Huttar 

James Jones 

Helen Lake 

David Look (I) 

Tom Mack 

Lesley Mack 

Enid McConnell (I) 

Siobhan O’Brien 

Anna Mea Ortgies 

Marianne Pagington 

Belinda P. Palmer 

Katherine Rindt 

Joan C. Sarna 

Ginny Smith 

Carolyn Wilson 

 

(I) = Intern 

 

 

 

Guests: 

Mal Sarna 
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