
Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association  
 Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, June 15, 2011 

Warren County Government Center, Front Royal 
 

Attendees:  Cy Haley, President; Angie Hutchinson, Vice President; Anita Harris, 
Treasurer; Suzanne Boag, Secretary; Bob Carlton, 2010 President; Randy Langford, 
Volunteer Coordinator; Marsha Burd, Warren County Coordinator; Carolyn Wilson, 
Shenandoah County Coordinator; Lynn Hoffmann, Education Committee, and Luann 
Laundry. 
 
President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. She announced that 
Helen Lake would talk about Horticultural Therapy at our upcoming, June 20 
Association Meeting to be held at the Museum of the Shenandoah. 
 
Report of Boards 
 
Vice President’s Report:  Angie Hutchinson reported that the June 20 Association 
Meeting would take place at the Museum of the Shenandoah, possibly in both the 
garden and the museum itself.  She said that Helen Lake’s presentation would include a 
film.  Marsha Burd added that she and Cy Haley had worked at the Warren County 
Farmers’ Market this past Saturday, and there was a vendor selling worm castings.  
Marsha suggested that he might be a good speaker for Master Gardeners. Marsha also 
explored with the group whether it would be appropriate for him to sell his product after 
the meeting, should he be a speaker.  The Board agreed that he could offer his product 
for sale after the meeting. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag stated that the minutes were posted on the 
website and asked if there were any additions or corrections.   Bob Carlton made a 
motion to approve the minutes as posted, Angie Hutchinson seconded the motion and 
all five Board members present voted to approve the minutes.  The motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Anita Harris presented the report. Anita stated that 38 members 
have paid their dues since she sent out reminder letters.  Anita said she will update the 
paid membership list and email it to Mary Craig.  She added that the cost of the 2011 
MG Class would be very close to a wash with the amount of money taken in.  The June 
2011 Treasurer’s Report 
follows:
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Standing Committees   
 
Communication and Publicity:  No report. 
 
Education: Lynn Hoffmann announced that the tentative date for an MG Symposium on 
Sustainability would be February 4, 2012.  She mentioned that we might be able to have 
a speaker from Monticello talk about sustainability and another, Gregory Peck, might 
talk about apples and organics. Lynn added that Helen Lake is in the process of lining 
up some speakers as well.   Lynn reported that Shenandoah University would be the 
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likely location of the symposium, noting that the room and food could be provided while 
SU students are on break.  Whereas, she said, at LFCC we would need to have the 
symposium catered.  Marsha Burd suggested Cyndi Marston might be a good speaker 
for the event based on her VCE experience, degree in Horticulture, and teaching 
experience at LFCC.  Angie Hutchinson said she would like to have someone talk about 
water management, climate change and animal migration.  Carolyn Wilson reminded 
the group that she will be holding a Water Wise Gardening Workshop on Saturday, 
August 6 from 9 to 12 in New Market at the Town Hall.  The workshop will be open to 
the public as well as MGs, and she will use the Rain Garden as a backdrop and training 
tool.  Bob Carlton will hold a workshop on the county fair evaluation process for events 
relevant to MGs; it will be held in the Woodstock Extension Office from 9 to 12 on 
Saturday, August 13, and all MGs/Interns are welcome to attend. 
 
Finance:  No report. 
 
Membership:  No report. 
 
Newsletter:  No report. 
 
Programs:  Angie Hutchinson covered this in her Vice President’s Report. 
 
County Coordinators   
 
Clarke: Suzanne Boag reported that MGs were setting up a table at the Farmers’ 
Market every Saturday from 9 to 12, which is held in downtown Berryville.  She said that 
MGs cleaned up the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden located in Chet Hobert Park 
today.  The clean up volunteers were Intern Nancy Specht, Mary Flagg, and Suzanne 
Boag. 
 
Frederick:  Lynn Hoffmann said that an article would appear in the Winchester Star 
featuring the Junior Master Gardeners, who are in their garden phase of instruction.  
She reported that Hedgebrook Farm would be holding a Safety Day next Saturday and 
several Interns had signed up to help out with an MG booth. Lynn stated that the 
Rutger’s rain garden grant is being closed out; she recently sent them a list of plants 
that need to be replaced.   Theresa Krause has volunteered to help plant the 
replacement plants with the assistance of several Intern volunteers.  Lynn said that 
Paula Brownlee and Mary Stickley both spoke at the Herb Festival last weekend and 5 
Interns attended the event.  She said that Belle Grove will be holding a kids’ camp 
similar to 4-H, and MGs Lynn Hoffmann and Brenda Powell will be doing that for the 
next 2 weeks on Tuesday.  MGs are also providing Belle Grove Garden tours.  Lynn 
asked for volunteers to help out with the Food Expo to be held at the Winchester 
Hospital on July 16.  Teri Merrill and Karen Riding are setting up this event for MGs and 
Lynn is the contact person for anyone interested in volunteering.  Frederick County MGs 
have gotten a few questions from the green line. 
 
Page:  No report. 
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Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the 24/7 computer green line was up and 
running.  She said that Anni Sherman has been helping with the rain garden.  Carolyn 
stated that MGs will present a horticultural program to 4-H day camps with children up 
to age 12.  She also mentioned that the county fair is coming up in September and 
promised to circulate a volunteer sign-up list next month. 
 
Warren:  Marsha Burd said that MGs set up a table at the Warren County Farmers’ 
Market last Saturday.  Warren MGs mulched the Belle Boyd garden today.  She 
reported that the Help Desk is up and running.  Marsha mentioned that she had held a 
county meeting to encourage Interns to participate in county projects. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator:  Randy Langford visited the Junior Master Gardener garden 
and was impressed.  He said he wanted to hold a GardenFest recap meeting to go over 
what worked and what did not.  He reported that we had a good crowd for GardenFest 
this year.  Randy stated that he wanted to start planning for GardenFest 2012 now.  He 
encouraged MGs to reach out to Interns and get them involved in projects so that they 
continue to actively participate in our events.  Randy said he would like to see a higher 
retention rate of Interns from the Class of 2011.  Randy added that he would like to 
encourage all MGs to be active in and committed to our organization.  Cy offered to call 
MGs who have not been active recently to encourage them.  Carolyn Wilson mentioned 
that county coordinators need to be aware of their county MGs’ schedules as many of 
this year’s class have full time jobs and need to have access to weekend projects in 
order to complete their 50 hours.  Angie Hutchinson suggested that Interns be provided 
with an outline of all MG projects.  Randy announced that he would be attending Master 
Gardener College next week.  Cy Haley asked for a volunteer to set up a Junior Master 
Gardener Display for the competition at Master Gardener College, and Carolyn Wilson 
volunteered as she will be attending as well.  
 
Unfinished Business 
 
501c3 Filing: Cy Haley said that the IRS paperwork was mailed May 26, 2011.  She 
explained that the IRS fees were $100 more than we expected for our 501c3 filing.  Bob 
Carlton made a motion to approve the additional $100 expenditure for the IRS 501c3 
filing, and Angie Hutchinson seconded it.  All five Board members present approved the 
expenditure and the motion was passed.  
 
New Business 
 
Proposed requirement for Green Line hours:  Cy Haley explained various aspects of 
a Board proposal for an Amendment to require MGs/Interns to a specified number of 
green line/farmers’ market hours per year for MG certification.  Lynn Hoffmann asked if 
veteran MGs would be required to do this.  Discussion ensued.  Carolyn Wilson 
commented that the Loudoun County MGs require green line hours of their MGs.  Lynn 
remarked that the purpose would be to involve MGs/Interns and the work should be 
productive.  Carolyn W. suggested that county coordinators needing help with green 
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lines consult with Johan Guss because she assigns the Shenandoah MGs and their 
green line is well staffed with volunteers.  Anita Harris said this idea should be 
discussed with the general membership before it is presented as a potential 
amendment.  Marsha Burd recommended county coordinators hold meetings to 
encourage Intern and MGs to get to know one another and to recruit volunteers for 
projects.  Cy Haley asked that we hold off on the topic until the Bylaws Committee 
meets and discusses it.  Angie Hutchinson suggested we send postcards to MGs to 
remind them to come to meetings.  Randy Langford recommended sending emails to 
members rather than postcards.  Lynn Hoffmann pointed out that the newsletter comes 
out monthly and it is mailed to those without email.  Cy stated that the Membership 
Committee would need to look into this and come up with ideas to increase membership 
participation.  Cy said she would send this request to Mary Craig.  Anita Harris added 
that two members had requested to be removed from the membership list and will 
forward the names to Mary C. 
 
GardenFest Recap:  Lynn Hoffman noted that we did not have as many plant 
donations this year as we have had in the past, but most sold.  The same went for 
Second Hand Rose.  Fewer children participated in children’s activities than expected 
leaving us with a surplus of about 90 GardenFest badges; Lynn promised to distribute 
them to MG and Interns.  Lynn explained that a $100 donation and promise of plants for 
the children’s activities had fallen through.  She added that Belle Grove had advertised 
GardenFest and was planning to invite more vendors next year.  Lynn said 600 people 
came through the gates for GardenFest this year.  She said that Park Services had 
Rangers give talks this year and she would like to invite them back next year.  Randy 
added that we will have hay rides next year.  Carolyn Wilson remarked that we had 
great weather.  Randy offered to prepare a poster board with times of talks for next 
year.  Lynn suggested a dry erase board instead as a more cost effective way to 
advertise the workshops for the day.  Lynn plans to get speakers lined up by next 
January.  She explained that GardenFest has to be a Board project, but she agreed to 
coordinate it.  Lynn suggested we try to get more exotic plants for next year, and 
Carolyn noted that plants in bloom sold more quickly.  Anita Harris said she thought 
GardenFest meeting minutes, reminders, and emails should be distributed to all MGs in 
order to generate interest in the plant sale and volunteers for GardenFest.  Lynn 
explained that the minutes were sent to those on the committee and anyone who asked 
to be included.  Randy suggested that we hold a separate GardenFest Recap meeting 
to thoroughly discuss all issues.  Bob Carlton made a motion to table the GardenFest 
discussion until the Recap meeting is held.  Anita reported that we made a few hundred 
dollars less this year on the plant sale, but we made nearly a hundred dollars more on 
the raffles.  We also made close to $700 on Second Hand Rose this year, all of which 
was donated to Belle Grove as agreed upon.  Cy recommended that next year we 
ensure that Second Hand Rose money be kept separate from NSVMGA money, and 
the customers writing checks for Second Hand Rose make them out to Belle Grove. 
 
International MG Conference:  Cy Haley reminded MGs that the International MG 
Conference will be held in Charleston, West Virginia from October 11 through 14.  She 
said the early bird cost is $250 and will go up to $300 after July 9.   
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Clarke Canopy:  Anita Harris reported that she had accompanied Clarke County 
Coordinator, Mary Craig, in order to purchase a canopy for Clarke County.  The cost for 
the canopy and the sides, which were sold separately, came to $289, which is slightly 
over the Board’s limit for expenditures.  Bob Carlton made a motion to provide an 
additional $40 to cover the cost for the Clarke canopy.  Suzanne Boag seconded the 
motion, and all five Board members present agreed.  The motion passed. 
  
Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn and Suzanne Boag seconded it.  The motion 
carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Suzanne Boag 
NSVMGA Secretary 
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