
Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 
Shenandoah County 

 Woodstock Government Building 
August 21, 2011 

President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 4:05. 

Announcements:  

Shenandoah County Fair Passes:  Bob Carlton asked MGs who had volunteered to help at 
the Shenandoah County Fair MG table to see him if they have not yet received their admittance 
passes. 

Word Search Prize:  Angie Hutchinson announced that MGs who correctly completed the word 
search found on their chairs would be eligible for a drawing to be held at the end of the meeting.  
The winner will be awarded a 5 pound bag of Bill’s Black Earth donated by Bill Stevens, today’s 
speaker.   

Pesticide Disposal Program:  Bobby Clark reminded MGs that registration forms for the 
Pesticide Disposal Program are due by August 26.  The program is managed by the 
Department of Agriculture, and this year it has been opened up to home owners.   He noted that 
three collection sites will be available for pesticide disposal in mid-September.  The collection 
sites include the landfill in Woodstock, the fairgrounds in Harrisonburg, Southern States in 
Stephen’s City, and the Marshall Walker Co-op in Fauquier County.  Bobby asked MGs to 
encourage people to register by August 26 if they have pesticides to dispose of.  He said the 
forms are available online.  Cy Haley suggested that MGs print off the forms and have them 
available at farmers’ markets. 

Reports of Board

Vice President’s Report:  Angie Hutchinson reported that she is in the process of setting up 
the September Association meeting in Frederick County.  She said we will be having a Water 
Program for the meeting.  Cy Haley added that we are going to try to add fun activities to our 
meetings, and she said that today we have a word search to complete in order to be eligible for 
a prize drawing.  Cy suggested MGs arrive at meetings a little bit early if interested in 
participating in these activities.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Cy Haley explained that Bylaw amendments will be necessary in order to 
comply with the IRS 501c3 requirements.  Two new amendments containing the specific 
language required by the IRS have been circulated to the membership and will be voted on at 
the September meeting so long as a quorum is present.  Cy added that the emails recently went 
out to the membership, which served as 30 days notice for review of Bylaw amendments to be 
voted on at the September meeting.  Anita Harris presented the Treasurer’s Report as 
follows: 
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Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag stated that the minutes from the July meeting were posted 
on the website and asked if there were any changes or corrections. Bob Carlton made a motion 
to approve the minutes and Lynn Hoffmann seconded it.  The motion carried with no objections. 

 Standing Committees 

Communications and Publicity: No report.  

Education: Lynn Hoffmann said she is working on the February MG seminar with the 
assistance of Paula Brownlee and Helen Lake.  

Finance:  No report. 
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Membership:  Mary Craig stated that we have 141 Active members. 

Newsletter:  No report. 

Program:  Angie Hutchinson covered this in her Vice President’s Report. 

County Coordinator’s Reports 

Clarke:  Mary Craig reported that MGs set up a table at the Clarke County Fair Tuesday 
through Friday, August 16 – 19.  She noted that we had a good location across from the 
Horticulture Building.  Based on this year’s experience, she said that next year we will change 
the hours so that the booth is open earlier and is closed down by nightfall.  She added that next 
year we will also set up the canopy to protect MG materials from rain.  Mary reported that the 
Farmers’ Market is going strong and we are getting a lot of good questions.  Mary also thanked 
Bobby Clark for getting her an insurance certificate, which was required for Clarke County Fair 
participation, on short notice. 

Frederick:  Randy Langford gave the report. He said Teri Merrill had sent out an email to 
Frederick County MGs in an effort to locate, consolidate, and store Frederick County equipment 
in one place.  Teri has offered to use her basement for storage. Bobby Clark added that 
Frederick County has advertised a Horticultural position and hopefully it will be filled soon. 

Page:  No report. 

Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the 4-H project is finished.  She said that a Water 
Wise Seminar was held on August 6 in New Market and a Fair Judging Workshop was held on 
August 13 in Woodstock. 

Warren:  No report. 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 

Milestone Awards:  Randy Langford announced that Niles and Debbie Hokkanen, who were 
present at the meeting, had completed their 50 hours.  Randy added that Denise Guevremont 
and Sid Rowlett had also completed their 50 hours.  Randy said certificates would be presented 
at our September meeting.   

Education Hours:  Scott Hinkle asked what activities would count as education hours.  Mary 
Stickley answered that the upcoming Tomato and Garlic Festival, the Piedmont Blueridge 
Horticulture Society meetings held at Blandy, and Trees of Frederick County talk on August 30 
were all educational activities.  Cy Haley suggested that MGs go to the VMG website to find 
links for other educational opportunities. 

Unfinished Business and General Orders 

Junior Master Gardeners:  Lynn Hoffman reported that Junior MGs will graduate soon.  This 
year’s program will end in September.  Lynn said she is already planning for next year and has 
scheduled a meeting at the Frederick County Extension Office, the third Wednesday in 
September (Sept. 21), for those interested in teaching a Junior MG class next year. 

Blue Jeans Needed:  Cy Haley asked MGs to donate blue jeans, which she plans to convert 
into tool belts. 
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Bylaw Amendments:  Bob Carlton asked that MGs send any ideas for amendments to the 
Bylaws to him at bobnsam@shentel.net. 

New Business 

MG items from GardenFest for Inventory:  Cy Haley explained that Mary Craig is maintaining 
the MG Inventory List, and asked that MGs notify Mary of MG equipment in their possession so 
that she can update the list.  Please contact Mary at mcorneliac@centurylink.net. 

MG Shirt Orders:  Carolyn Wilson announced that she is ordering MG t-shirts and said she 
sent out a reminder email to MGs as well. 

MG Volunteer Needed:  Cy Haley asked for an MG volunteer to compile county projects for our 
website calendar.  This volunteer would contact county coordinators to find out what is going on 
in each county, and then give the updates to the webmaster to update the website calendar. 

Tomato & Garlic Festival:  Mary Stickley asked for volunteers for the festival.  She said a 
planning meeting will be held on Friday, August 26, at 4:00 p.m. in the Shenandoah Museum 
Learning Center.  Mary asked if MGs had any particular topics they would like learn more about 
at Master Gardener College.  Please send your ideas to Mary at 
Gardener@shenandoahmuseum.org.  

Request for Plants for Fragrant Garden in Frederick County:  Anni Sherman requested 
perennial plant donations to be used in a fragrant garden.  Please contact her at 
newanni2001@gmail.com for more information.  

MG Emails:  Mary Craig asked that MGs sending out mass emails to the membership make 
sure that they use the current membership list posted on the website.  Mary said she updates 
the list monthly, and member email addresses frequently change in addition to members being 
added or removed from the list. 

Word Search Winner:  Scott Hinkle won the word search prize, which was a 5 pound bag of 
Bill’s Black Earth. 

Closing Remarks 

Cy Haley introduced our speaker, Bill Stevens, who gave a Power Point presentation of 
Vermicomposting.  Bill also offered MGs a special group discount on, “Bill’s Black Earth”, which 
resulted in a level of excitement that one could only expect from a roomful of gardeners.  After 
Bill’s interesting talk, MGs enjoyed another great potluck. 

Adjournment 

Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Randy Langford seconded it, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 
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