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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener’s Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Strasburg Community Center, Strasburg 

March 10, 2015 

 

 

Attendees:  

Susan Garrett, President  Karen Brill, Vice President 

Kris Behrends, Secretary  Lee Demko, Treasurer 

Bob Carlton, Past President 

 

Mary Flagg, Volunteer Coordinator 

Sharon Bradshaw, Shenandoah Co. Coordinator 

Emily Wickham, Frederick Co. Coordinator 

 

Anne Dewey-Balzhiser, MG 

 

February Board Minutes:  Susan Garrett noted that the minutes were distributed to the Advisory 

Board.  Bob Carlton moved to accept the minutes, Lee Demko seconded, and it was approved by the 

voting Board members.  The procedure of distributing minutes was reviewed.  First send out the 

draft minutes with a deadline for corrections.  When the reminder for the next board meeting is 

sent, include the revised minutes for review and approval.  The minutes are not posted until they’re 

approved. 

Correspondence:  Susan read a letter that was sent to Donna Downing from Ronald Hottle, 

President, of Celebrating Patsy Cline, Inc., thanking Master Gardeners for considering helping with 

the proposed vegetable garden project at the Patsy Cline Historic House. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Lee Demko presented the report that follows: 
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Vice President’s Report: Karen Brill distributed a revised program list for this year’s meetings. 

County Coordinators’ Reports: 

Clarke County:  March MG meeting will be in Clarke County on March 15.  Their county meeting will 

be held on March 18. 

Frederick County:  Emily Wickham announced that the GreenLine is ongoing.  The Girl Scouts 

project has been canceled.  Enid McConnell will take the lead on staffing a table at Lowe’s.  4H 
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Conservation Day is June 2.  Stacey Smith and Emily Wickham are available to teach a PC class at 

other counties if they’re interested in hosting the class.  Emily will ask Stacey to post her class on 

MG Web site.  It’s possible that Emily and her family may be moving out of the area.  She is asking 

for suggestions for anyone who might be interested in being a co-county coordinator for Frederick.  

Their next county meeting will be at 6:45 p.m. on March 18. 

Page County:  Charlie Newton is on the mend from hip surgery.  Elke Thomas will be moving to 

Florida and will want to transfer her membership.  There are three interns in the current MG class. 

Shenandoah County:    In reference to VT's concern that we reflect parity of contacts with our 

local demographic statistics: Sharon shared the figures Karen Poff provided  are: 95% white; 2% 

Black; 2% other race; .5% Asian; .2% American Indian/Alaska Native; .3% Hawaiian/Pacific 

Islander; the overlapping Hispanic/Latino culture of 5.2% is an increase of 137% since 2007.  The 

Shenandoah County planning meeting was held March 2 with very good attendance. All projects 

applications have been submitted at this time. Their VMS project listing will be up-to-date as the 

projects are approved. The Green Help Line monitoring is on-going, with office hours beginning in 

April and continuing through October on the 1st and 3rd Friday mornings. A Green Help Line 

workshop will be held in the VCE Classroom on March 27 from 9 AM to Noon. It is open to everyone, 

but will focus on Shenandoah County resources. Two farmers' markets this year, one in Woodstock 

at Fort Valley Nursery and one in Strasburg at Pot Town Organics, will be the 2nd and 4th Saturday 

mornings from 9 AM to Noon.  On March 27 a GreenLine workshop will be held from 9 a.m. to 12 

noon and is open to all counties.  Shenandoah County has two interns in the 2015 class.  GreenLine 

business cards are now available.  Also, the PMGs are in.  

Warren County:  Warren County had their meeting in February. 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Mary Flagg provided the following information: 

 Warren and Page have submitted all of their projects. 

 Lynn Hoffman has requested $50 for Christmas decorating at Belle Grove and $100 for the 

Demonstration Garden.  Bob Carlton moved to approve the request, it was seconded, and it 

was approved. 

 Educational opportunities are being posted on the VMS Web site. 

 Membership update: 

o Susan Chiccehitto has completed the recertification process. 

o Deborah Byrd has reached her 50 hours and is now an active member. 

o Four interns, Ginny Reed, Dawn Buehler, Liz Truong, and James Kirby have requested 

extensions on obtaining their hours:  Bob Carlton moved, Lee Demko seconded, and it 

was approved. 

o Two transfers have been completed:  Cecelia Latham from Alabama to Shenandoah 

County and Cheryl McDonald from Fairfax County to Page County. 

o Adjunct status was approved for Nancy Specht, Donna Downing, Ellen Markel, and 

Anna Mea Ortgies (Bob Carlton moved, Karen Brill seconded, and it passed). 

o Four members have asked to be removed from membership:  Loretta Allison, 

Barbara Gorham, Joan Sarna, and Sid Rowlett. 
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o Five members have sent in recertification forms but did not meet the required 

hours for 2014. 

o Eleven members have not sent in the recertification forms as well have not met the 

required hours for last year. 

Discussion followed regarding lack of guidelines for unit vs. county projects (what constitutes a 

county project, and what constitutes a unit project).  It was agreed that the terminology for our 

unit will be association vs. county projects.  Mary Flagg and the county coordinators will meet to 

document guidelines. 

VCE Agent:  No report available. 

Standing Committees: 

Communications and Publicity:  If members need promotional materials, please contact Stacey 

Smith. 

Education:  Karen Brill and Sandy Ward have been approved by the entire group present to be co-

chairs of this committee.  Some points discussed: 

 Possibly alternate educational opportunities between evenings and weekends to be more 

available to members. 

 No topics yet have been determined—they would like to review the surveys submitted by 

members.  They will then meet with Mark Sutphin. 

 If speakers for the classes are recruited from outside of MG, an honorarium can be 

available.  However, MG members would not receive payment. 

 Mary Flagg will continue to advertise outside-of-unit learning opportunities. 

 It was suggested possibly piggy backing training with meetings.  For the August meeting, 

training will be offered (this is a meeting that is in TBA status). 

 The committee needs to start work on next year’s symposium. 

Finance:  Lee Demko requested that the deadline for membership dues be extended to March 31 

because of the unusual weather activity.  Bob Carlton moved, Lee Demko seconded, and it was 

approved. 

Newsletter:  Susan requested that the committee chairs submit a biography along with their 

picture for the next newsletter. 

Special Committees: 

2015 MG Class Update:  Two classes were canceled due to weather and will be rescheduled.  One 

student has dropped the class due to health, and another student hasn’t undergone the background 

security check. 

Scholarship:  Lynn Hoffman has received a letter of recommendation from a counselor, but no 

applications have been received. 

GardenFest:  All leadership positions have been filled for the event. 
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Bob Carlton moved, Lee Demko seconded, and it was approved to wait until the next board meeting 

to review the surveys completed and submitted by the membership. 

Old Business:   

Suzanne Boag has mailed cards to members who have had a life changing experience. 

Mary Craig maintains an inventory list for the organization which will be sent to the county 

coordinators for updating. 

New Business: 

Ruth Garretson was approved for Emeritus status:  Bob Carlton moved, Karen Brill seconded, and it 

passed. 

Memorial gift for Ron Guss—Bob Carlton moved to purchase a gift certificate to a nursery with a 

limit of $100 for the purchase of a tree in his memory. 

Meeting cancelation policy was discussed.  It was suggested that a buddy system could be used to 

notify members.  A deadline for the decision to be made should be determined.  This topic will be 

brought up at the next association meeting for input from the members. 

Bob Carlton moved to adjourn the meeting, Lee Demko seconded it, and the motion was approved. 

The next meeting will be held at 6 p.m. on April 15 at the Strasburg Community Center. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Kris Behrends 

NSVMGA Secretary 


