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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener’s Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Strasburg Community Center, Strasburg 

 
October 15, 2014 

  
Attendees: President Bob Carlton, Treasurer Lee Demko, Past President Cy Haley, Secretary Suzanne 
Boag, Shenandoah County Coordinators Carolyn Wilson and Sharon Bradshaw, Frederick County 
Coordinator Emily Wickham, and MG Pat Burslem. 
 
President Bob Carlton brought the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Bob presented the Board with a thank 
you letter from VCE and the Leadership Council for a donation and setting up a display for the Extension 
Farm and Family Showcase: 
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September Board Minutes:  Bob Carlton noted that the minutes had been circulated to the Advisory 
Board.  Cy Haley made a motion to accept the minutes as circulated and Lee Demko seconded.  All 
four Board members present were in agreement and the motion passed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Lee Demko presented the report as follows: 

 
 

 
Vice President’s Report:  Bob Carlton reported that the October 19 Association Meeting will take place 
at the Winchester Southern States. 
  
Committee Reports 
 
Communications and Publicity:  No report. 
  
Education Committee – Need New Education Committee Chair:  Bob Carlton reported that Education 
Chair Helen Lake had sent out an email about an SCBI program that was approved for education hours.  
He reminded all present that the Strategic Planning Workshop was scheduled for Saturday, October 25, 
and noted that MGs from all counties except for Page would be represented.  Bob also noted that we 
need a volunteer to step up for the Education Chair position; please let Bob know if you are interested in 
volunteering: bobnsam@shentel.net . 
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Finance Committee: Lee Demko reported that the 2015 Proposed Budget was ready to be circulated to 
the membership.  Suzanne Boag said she would send it out. 
 
Membership:  Pat Dowell requested Adjunct status.  Cy Haley made a motion to approve Adjunct 
status for Pat Dowell, Lee Demko seconded and the motion passed with no objections.  The Board 
discussed Shelby Hadeler’s contributions to NSVMGA and recent request for Adjunct status, noting that 
she met the criteria for Emeritus status; Cy Haley made a motion to grant Shelby Hadeler Emeritus 
status, Suzanne Boag seconded, and the motion passed with no objections. 
 
Newsletter:  Bob Carlton asked that MGs please send their Master Gardener or gardening topics to be 
included in the newsletter to the Editor, Richard Stromberg:  risy@embarqmail.com . 
 
Program:  No report. 
 
County Coordinators’ Reports 
 
Clarke:  Suzanne Boag reported that Mary Craig is planning to hold a county meeting sometime in 
October or November. 
 
Frederick:  Emily Wickham reported that she and Deborah Byrd will teach a computer class the third 
week in November that will be open to Frederick MGs first, and then MGs from other counties space 
allowed.  Another computer class will be offered in February.  A questionnaire will be sent out to Frederick 
MGs asking what they want to do. She added that programs are going well and the in-office green line is 
coming to a close for the season. 
 
Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the last in-office green line will be held this Friday and then 
Shenandoah MGs will switch to a monthly computer schedule.  She said that they had good Intern 
support at the farmers’ market, but the market had sparse attendance with some vendors having dropped 
out for the season.  Shenandoah MGs made 209 contacts at the farmers’ market this year.  Carolyn said 
that the rain gardens are currently under water.  She added that a fall county meeting will be scheduled. 
 
Page:  No report. 
 
Warren:  Cy Haley reported that a group of MGs cleaned up the Library plants, removed some and 
added some.  December 6 at the Samuel’s Library MGs will present a program describing the Master 
Gardener Program and will explain how to become a Master Gardener. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator:  Bob Carlton reported that the price of five smaller, tabletop banners would be 
approximately $92.  The Board discussed the cost and decided to order two banners for each county.  Cy 
Haley made a motion to purchase a total of 10 tabletop banners for approximately $184, Suzanne 
Boag seconded and the motion passed with all four Board members present in agreement. 
 
 
VCE Agent:  No report. 
 
 
Special Committees 
 
Blandy ArborFest:  Carolyn Wilson reported that MGs made 78 contacts at the event and raised $81 in 
raffle ticket sales. Cathy Dickey won the Grow Light and Jennifer J. of Purcellville won the apple press.  
Rain barrel tickets sold at GardenFest are still missing so the drawing has been delayed.  The weather 
was rainy and fewer vendors were at the event. 
 
Nomination Committee Report:  The Board received the Committee’s report nominating the following 
slate for 2015: 
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President:  Susan Garrett 
Vice President:  Karen Brill 
Treasurer:  Lee Demko 
Secretary:  Kris Behrends 
 
Lee Demko made a motion to accept the slate of nominations, Cy Haley seconded, and the motion 
passed with no objections. 
 
MG Class of 2015:  Cy Haley reported that Suzanne Boag, Rose Fairman and Matt Windt are working on 
lining up speakers.  Cy has over 80 names of people interested in the MG Class.  Cy added that an MG 
Class of 2015 flyer is available on the Welcome Page of the NSVMGA website. 
 
Guidelines Committee:  Cy Haley reported that the Committee made the following recommendations; 
Cy will email recommendations to the Advisory Board: 
  
 Scholarship Committee 

 Lower high school GPA requirement from 3.5 to 3.0 

 Committee members include Board President and Secretary and a representative from 
each of the 5 counties 

 An MG representative will be present at high school awards ceremonies to present 
awarded scholarships 

 The Scholarship Evaluation Committee will be comprised of the same members as the 
Scholarship Committee 

 November 1 the College Scholarship information will be available on the NSVMGA 
website 

 January 15 the High School Scholarship information will be sent out to 4-H groups and 
the high schools 

 The Scholarship Evaluation Committee will meet no later than April 30 

 The Board Secretary will keep past scholarship application materials 
President 

 Member of Scholarship and Scholarship Evaluation Committees 
Secretary 

 Member of Scholarship and Scholarship Evaluation Committees 
Education Chair 

 Delete 
Vice President 

 Add duties formerly assigned to Education Chair (this is a return to NSVMGA position 
structure prior to the addition of Education Chair) 

 
Helen Lake Suggested Three Vice Presidents Idea Via Email to the Board:  “Three levels of 
hierarchy in the VP slot would provide focused responsibilities and consistent succession 
planning of leadership for at least three years while  having each VP serve either one or two 
years in their specific position of responsibility on the Board.  As each VP moves UP into the 
Presidency position (of course they will need to be approved by the membership) each would 
have time and experience being part of the Board and a member of NSVMGA: 

 
 VP #1 would be in charge of Educational Symposium 

              VP #2 would be chairperson for the Scholarship Committee 

 VP #3 would be in charge of the speakers and ongoing educational opportunities (as stated in     
revised guidelines). 
 

The Board enthusiastically discussed the idea of three VPs, however, Bob Carlton reminded everyone 
that we have difficulty recruiting volunteers for the current leadership positions and said that these 
changes would require amendment of the Bylaws and Guidelines. 
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Old Business 
 
Virginia Avenue Charlotte Dehart Elementary School (VACDES) Project Funds Request:  Project 
Leader Pat Burslem requested funds for this approved garden project; along with Shenandoah University 
and the Department of Public Health, Master Gardeners will install a new school garden with raised beds, 
implement an afterschool garden club, and work to infuse the new garden with existing curriculum.  Cy 
Haley made a motion to provide $250 for the VACDES Project materials, Suzanne Boag seconded, 
and all four Board members were in agreement. 
 
New Business 
 
January Association Meeting:  Sharon Bradshaw confirmed that the January Association Meeting will 
be held at Fort Valley Nursery located in Woodstock at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday the 18th and she will see that 
the room is reserved. 
 
 Suzanne Boag made a motion to adjourn, Lee Demko seconded and the meeting was adjourned 
at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 


