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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener’s Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Shenandoah Government Center, Woodstock 

July 16, 2014 
  
Attendees: President Bob Carlton, Vice President Ginny Smith, Treasurer Lee Demko, 
Secretary Suzanne Boag, Volunteer Coordinator Susan Garrett, Frederick County Coordinator 
Emily Wickham, and Shenandoah County Coordinator Carolyn Wilson. 
 
President Bob Carlton brought the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. 
 
June Board Minutes:  Bob noted that the June Board minutes had been circulated to the Board 
and Advisory Board members.  Ginny Smith made a motion to accept the minutes as 
circulated and Bob Carlton seconded.  All three Board members present were in 
agreement and the motion passed (Lee Demko was not present for the vote). 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Lee Demko reported that there had been no activity.  Bob Carlton advised 
that the Native Landscape books ordered would require an invoice payment prior to being 
shipped.  Bob added that Lee would need to set up a Budget Committee soon. 
 
Vice President’s Report:  Ginny Smith reported that Sunday’s meeting will be held at Belle 
Grove Plantation and the topic will be a discussion of Master Gardener College by those who 
have attended. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Communications and Publicity:  No report. 
 
Education:  No report. 
 
Finance:  No report. 
 
Membership:  Ginny Smith asked why a number of people were still listed on our membership 
list that have quit or not paid dues and/or not recertified and also noted that the Frederick 
County Coordinator listing at the top of the Membership List had not been updated to show 
Emily Wickham as coordinator.  She said that at least one person’s member status was 
incorrect.  Suzanne Boag added that incorrect member totals (i.e., Active) effect the number of 
Active Members needed to be present at meetings for a quorum.  Susan Garrett agreed that 
several people should be removed from the list and said she would ask Mary Craig to go 
through the list and remove them.  Susan said she would then coordinate with Treasurer Lee 
Demko on who has paid dues; Bob Carlton asked that Lee present the list of those who have 
not paid dues to the Board.  Bob stated that final letters should be sent out asking MGs to pay 
2014 dues.  He also suggested that the November newsletter and meeting could be used to 
clarify Active & Adjunct status (20 project hours, 8 education hours annually), and annual 
recertification and dues payment requirements.  Bob asked Susan to schedule a meeting with 
the county coordinators prior to the first of the year; to assign follow-up to each county 
coordinator to ensure that each county member knows the requirements and is given an 
opportunity to comply.  Susan said this would be helpful as there does seem to be some 
confusion regarding member status and payment of dues.  She noticed that many of those who 
have not paid are from the Class of 2013 and she will look into why that is. 
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Newsletter:  No report. 
 
County Coordinator’s Reports 
 
Clarke:  Suzanne Boag reported that she and Ginny Smith cleaned up the Chet Hobert 
Xeriscape Garden.  Clarke MGs will be at the County Fair August 11-16 and can sign up to 
volunteer on VMS.  Susan Garrett reported that Mary Craig had talked with the Farmers’ Market 
management and we are welcome and our space is secure.  Susan suggested that MG 
table/booth volunteers could be more aggressive in welcoming people and offering information.  
Suzanne added that in the past the idea of an annual theme had been suggested for booths and 
events such as worm bins or container gardening. 
 
Frederick:  Emily Wickham was welcomed to the Board.  She reported that nine attended a 
county meeting; she will meet with Angie Hutchinson for turnover.  She asked the Board how 
often county meetings should be held and Carolyn Wilson advised spring and fall, but added 
that it depends on the county.  Ginny Smith suggested that Interns be included in county 
meetings.  Carolyn added that she should ensure that Interns have projects to work on for 
hours.  Emily also asked whether or not education hours could be claimed when doing green 
line research.  Susan responded that research time would be considered project hours, 
however, she would check with John Freeborn and get back to Emily with a final answer. 
 
Page:  Susan reported that the Macks gave a tour of their gardens to visiting MGs. 
 
Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the green line is slow with only 4 questions this 
month.  The Strasburg Farmers’ Market has been discontinued and as a result so has the MG 
Booth that was being held there.  The MG Booth at the Fort Valley Nursery Farmers’ Market is 
going well with no problem scheduling volunteers.  A 4-H Program will be held at Ashby Lee 
Elementary School.  The rain garden clean ups have been difficult to schedule due to rain.  
Carolyn Wilson and Ruth Garretson put in a couple of hours though just the same.  Carolyn said 
she is pleased with the Interns.  Children’s gardening programs this summer included:  5-7 year 
olds, seeds, 7-12 year olds, and 9-12 year olds.  The 10-13 year olds garden camp program 
was cancelled due to low enrollments.  Carolyn noted that Signal Knob Middle School may have 
school year work that might interest Interns.  Bob Carlton arranged for a 2-hour Fair Judging 
Class to be held at the Shenandoah County Government Building on Saturday, August 2 at 1:00 
p.m. 
 
Warren:  No report. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 
 
New MGs:  Susan Garrett announced that we have two new MGs: 
 
John Kummer (Class of 2014) – 50 hours 
Beth Williams (Class of 2013) – 50 hours 
 
MG Shirts:  Carolyn Wilson asked about shirts for the 2014 Interns completing their 50 hours by 
September 29th (deadline for shirt orders).  Susan responded that the first 2014 Intern to 
complete his/her 50 hours received a NSVMGA tee.  Class Coordinator Bob Carlton added that 
Polos have been ordered for all 2014 Interns to be awarded as hours are completed. 
 



 
 

3 
 

VMS:  Carolyn Wilson asked if there was a way to do a spell check on VMS emails.  Susan 
explained that VMS does not have that feature, but a work around would be to compose a Word 
document, spell check it, then cut and paste it into a VMS email. 
 

VCE Agent’s Report:  No report. 

 

Old Business 

 

Nominating Committee:  The group discussed the Nominating Committee composition.  The 

Committee must be comprised of the Volunteer Coordinator, one Board Officer, and two non-

Board Officers appointed by the Board.  Bob Carlton asked that Susan Garrett be the Chair and 

that she select her Committee members.  Lee Demko agreed to serve as the one Board Officer 

and Susan will select two non-Board Officers to serve as well.  Bob said the Committee should 

meet soon to establish a slate for the November election; the slate should be presented to the 

Board at the October Board Meeting and then circulated to the membership 30 days prior to the 

election, which will be held at the November Association Meeting. 

 

New Business 

 

Warren County Fair:  Cy Haley, Class of 2015 Committee Chair, emailed President Bob 

Carlton about the possibility of having a drawing for a discount on class membership at the fair.  

The Board agreed that it should be up to Cy and her Class of 2015 Committee whether or not 

they have a drawing for a class membership discount; Bob will notify her.  Bob explained that 

the money for the discount will simply come out of the class budget. 

 

Appreciation Gift:  Suzanne Boag made a motion to purchase a $100 gift certificate for 

Eleanor Ames, who has served as Webmaster for NSVMGA for many years and recently 

stepped down, Ginny Smith seconded.  All three Board members present (Lee Demko 

was not present for the vote) agreed.  Susan Garrett agreed to purchase the gift certificate 

and Suzanne Boag said she would circulate a thank you card at Sunday’s Association Meeting. 

 

Suzanne Boag made a motion to adjourn, Ginny Smith seconded and the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 


