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o Create a pleasant mini-climate around your house by planting trees and shrubs. The air is noticeably cooler
around a house surrounded by tall, leafy trees than in a treeless yard.

o Turf grown on acid soil has been found more susceptible to winter kill, more prone to injury from
applications of chemicals, and less reliable under adverse climatic conditions. To prevent such problems, have
your soil tested regularly and apply lime when the need is indicated.

o Don't retire the lawn mower when the growth of your lawn slows down this fall. As long as the grass
continues to grow, it should be mowed.

« Leaves from heavily wooded gardens can be beneficial to the garden and should not be burned or discarded.
Instead, put them through a shredder and use as a mulch or add to your compost pile.

« Remove leaves from lawn to reduce lawn problems. Compost them or save them for next year's mulch.

« Fall is the time to control certain broadleaf weeds in the lawn including chickweed, white clover, dandelion,
wild onion, plantain, and Canada thistle. Call your local Extension agent for control recommendations.

Monthly Tips have been prepared since 1986 by various staff of the Office of Consumer Horticulture
including Ellen Bennett, Michelle Buckstrup, Susan Day, Susan DeBolt, Sharon Dendy, Kate Dobbs, Sheri
Dorn, David Gravell, Virginia Nathan, Jenny Shuster, Ellen Silva, and Ruth Sorenson. Resource material for
the development of this information includes the Virginia Master Gardener Handbook; Extension Publications
and newsletters from VCE, numerous other states, and the USDA; and an extensive library of over 900 books,
magazines, and journals. Project funded by The Virginia Gardener Newsletter subscription fees. Diane Relf,
Project Director and Content Specialist.
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