
Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 
Sunday September 19, 2010 

Warren County Government Center 
 

Vice President Theresa Krause brought the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.   
 
Secretary’s Report:   Theresa noted that the minutes from our August meeting were posted to the 
website and asked if there were any changes or corrections.  Phil Wilkinson made a motion to accept the 
minutes; it was seconded and approved with no objections. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Bob Powell was not present, but his report is included in the minutes as 

follows:

FINANCIAL POSITION
2010

Checking balance - August 31, 2010 $4,959.95

INCOMEBank error-Ck 1136 under debit 0.80
Dues-2010 20.00
VOID Ck 1125-speaker honorarium to MG in error 50.00
VOID Ck 1140-speaker honorarium to MG in error 50.00 120.80

EXPENSEReimburse Thuss tent replacement -230.99
Mt. Royal Printing-invasive plant publication (100) -186.00
Reimburse Clarke Co project plant expense -29.48
Speaker honorarium-September -50.00 -496.47

Checking balance - September 30, 2010 4,584.28

CD balance with interest, 12 mo, 1%, 05/04/201 $56.44 5,100.39
CD balance with interest, 18 mo, 1%, 01/21/2012 $0.00 5,000.00

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE $14,684.67

OTHER NSVMGA TREASURY ITEMS

1. NSVMGA is now registered with the IRS as a 501c(3), not-for-profit organization.

2. NSVMGA has filed its 2009 Form 990-N which was accepted by the IRS on 07/14/2010.

3. DONATIONS APPROVED, BUT NOT DISBURSED
     a. Woodstock Rescue Squad - $100, 'Susie's Garden, waiting for sign & invoice
     b. New Market Garden - $150, waiting for sign & invoices

Respectfully submitted,
Bob Powell
Treasurer, NSVMGA
bpowell1101@comcast.net
540-667-0244
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County Coordinator Reports 
 
Clarke:  Mary Craig reported that Marilyn Thuss was volunteering at HarvFest in Berryville for the day.  
The turnout has been good.  HarvFest is held at a working farm in Berryville and the purpose of this event 
is to celebrate Clarke’s agricultural roots.  There are farm animals and booths, as well as food and music.  
MGs have an information booth and several will not be able to come to the meeting because they are 
volunteering there.   Marilyn will be hosting a wrap-up meeting for Clarke County MGs on Wednesday, 
October 27 at 7:30 p.m. at her home in Berryville.  Suzanne Boag talked about ArborFest and passed 
around a sign-up sheet for volunteers.  AborFest is being held on October 9 & 10 at the Blandy 
Arboretum in Clarke County.  The MG booth activities will be the same as we had for Garden Fair in the 
spring.  She said we will have a rain barrel, a worm compost bin, and a rain barrel raffle.   
Frederick:  Paula Brownlee mentioned that the Sheep Dog Trials will be going on at Belle Grove and the 
volunteers there are hoping that some of the people attending will also visit the gardens.  Paula is 
planning to hold a planning meeting for Frederick County MGs soon.  The meeting may be held at Blandy 
prior to our regular MG meeting, but arrangements have not yet been finalized.  Paula will email details to 
Frederick County MGs. 
Page:  No Report. 
Shenandoah:  Johan Guss reported that the rain barrel class held in New Market had 20 people.  She 
added that the helpline will end on October 2. 
Warren:  Marsha Burd announced that the help desk will close on October 4.  She also mentioned that 
we have a new MG transfer member from Arlington County who has moved to Front Royal and she will 
introduce him at a future meeting.  Marsha is making a schedule for the Farmer’s Market, which is held 
Thursday evenings and Saturday mornings.  Frank Baxter has a proposed new project.  The Samuels 
Library has 110 new evergreen trees, the cost of which was funded by a federal stimulus grant.  
Volunteers are needed to water the trees.  Currently, 60 trees are in need of watering.  Frank Baxter 
would like to have a list of MG volunteers who are interested in giving talks.  Carolyn added that there is a 
list on the website under resources.  Frank said he is trying to set up a cadre of volunteers for projects.  
Mary Stickley said that MGs can email Ernie if they are interested in giving a garden talk on a particular 
subject, and he can add them to the website under resources. 
 
Nominating Committee:  Mary Craig and Ernie Polanskas have received several nominations for 
positions.  The offices of President, Vice President, and Treasurer are open, as are Volunteer 
Coordinator, and County Coordinator for both Clarke and Frederick Counties.  Please let Mary or Ernie 
know if you are interested in serving or if you would like to nominate a fellow MG.   
 
Volunteer Coordinator:  Theresa reported that Ernie Polanskas is at HarvFest today.  Timesheets are 
due September 30.  Please email them to Carolyn Stonesifer at:  cjstone@shentel.net.  The October 17 
and November 21 MG Meetings are important and attendance is strongly encouraged.  A slate of officers 
for the board will be announced at the October meeting, which will be held at the Blandy Arboretum.  Our 
annual election will be held in November will include recognition of MGs for volunteer work and a review 
of NSVMGA accomplishments.  The November meeting will be held at the Warren County Government 
Center.  There will not be an MG meeting in December. 
 
New Business:  Josie Engle is in the process of getting an invasive plants booklet printed.  She has 
ordered 100 copies. It cost $1.86 per copy.  We may order more in the future.  Josie said we are hoping 
to give a copy of the booklet to each member of the MG Class of 2011.  Carolyn Wilson announced that 
two more interns had completed their 50 hours:  Anna Mae Ortgies and Ellen Markel.  Carolyn added that 
Sandra Dee Thompson will have completed her 50 hours by the end of this meeting.  Helen Lake 
reported that 25 people were interested in attending the MG class in February.  She said that this year 
there will be a pre-registration on Saturday, December 4 from 10 to 1, and she will need volunteers to 
help out.  Ernie will post the details on the website.  The pre-registration will take place at the location of 
the upcoming MG class in the EPS Building, 171 Commonwealth Court in Winchester near Gander 
Mountain.   Those who come to the pre-registration will have the option to receive a 10% discount if they 
pay the class fee that same day.  All others will register in January and the class will begin in February.  
The facility can hold up to 40 people.   
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Roberta Johnson made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded and passed with no objections.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 4:25 p.m. 
 
MGs were treated to a fascinating presentation given by Laura Linn of the SCBI.  Following her 
presentation was another delicious MG potluck. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 

 

MG Meeting Attendance September 19, 2010 Warren County Government Center
Loretta Allison Guests
Frank Baxter Dawn  Hinkle
Suzanne Boag
Paula Brownlee
Marsha Burd
Mary  Craig
John Dickhute
Shelley Duffus
Josie Engle
Johan Guss
Cy Haley
Larry Haun
Scott  Hinkle
Kevin  Hollingsworth 
Roberta Johnson
Theresa Krause
Helen Lake
Randy Langford
Luann Laundry
Teri  Merrill
Siobhan OBrien
Belinda Palmer
Mary  Price
Katherine Rindt
Lee Ruddle
Malcolm Sarna
Leonard Sherp
Mary  Stickley
Sandra De Thompson
Liz Vaiulis
Phillip Wilkinson  
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