
Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 
Sunday November 21, 2010 

Warren County Government Center 
 

President Bob Carlton brought the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m. and noted from the 
crowd of MGs that we had a quorum for the election of officers.  
 
Secretary’s Report:   Bob C. said that the minutes from our October meeting were 
posted to the website and asked if there were any changes or corrections.  A motion 
was made to accept the minutes; it was seconded by Richard Stromberg and approved 
with no objections. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Bob Powell reviewed his report.  There were a few disbursements 
for travel and postage. Bob also reviewed both the current and proposed 2011 budgets.  
The reports are included at the end of the minutes.   

County Coordinator Reports 
 
Clarke:  Suzanne Boag reported that the MG Booth at the Farmer’s Market was closed 
down until spring.  She added that bulbs had been planted in the Xeriscape 
Demonstration Garden in Chet Hobert Park in order to extend the bloom season.   
Frederick:  Paula Brownlee praised Josie Engle and Lynn Hoffman for their excellent 
project leadership on the herb and rain gardens at Belle Grove.  She thanked Theresa 
Krause for keeping the rain garden going.  Paula thanked Teri Merrill for the publicity 
work she has done for NSVMGA as well as taking on the Frederick Douglass Rain 
Garden as a project leader.  Teri recruited Handley High School students to help her 
clean up and mulch the garden.  Paula also commended Mary Craig for providing home 
consults to community members (as did Paula also). 
Page:  No Report. 
Shenandoah:  Johan Guss reported that the helpline is up and running.  She 
mentioned that the Halloween Project in Woodstock was a success.  She added that the 
rain gardens in New Market look good. 
Warren:  Marsha Burd said that the Calvary Episcopal Church garden received an 
award for beauty.  She added that the library talks have not been well attended, but the 
hope is that attendance will pick up.  
 
Volunteer Coordinator:  Ernie Polanskas reminded MGs to turn in their timesheets for 
the 4th quarter.  He recommended that MGs go ahead and turn them in now if they have 
completed all the hours planned through the end of the year.  Ernie displayed the 
VMGA member booklet, and reminded MGs to send in their $10 dues.  The VMGA 
provides the directory to members as well as updates on what is going on at the state 
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level for Master Gardeners.  Ernie announced that we have several transfer MGs who 
have joined NSVMGA.  Leo Sherp is moving into Warren County, Elaine Hershman is 
moving into Shenandoah County, and Teri Merrill has moved into Frederick County.  
Ernie presented certificates to MG Interns who completed their 50 volunteer hours.  The 
recipients include:  Sandra Dee Thompson, Cynthia Haley, Shelley Duffus, David 
Freese, Ellen Markel and Anna Mae Ortgies.  Ernie also thanked Teri Merrill for writing 
MG related articles in the Star as well as member profiles in the NSVMGA Newsletter.  
Ernie then proceeded to surprise us all with an MG Trivia game.  Prizes were hidden in 
honey buckets and were awarded for correct answers.  It was a lot of fun and Ernie 
plans to post the questions and answers on the website for anyone who is interested. 
 
Old Business 
MG Class of 2011 Update:  Helen Lake, the 2011 MG Class Coordinator, announced 
that we will be having an Open House on December 4 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 
the classroom site located in Winchester at ETS, 161 Commonwealth near Gander 
Mountain and Sportsplex.  She said that the Open House details will appear in an article 
in the Winchester Star, on TV3 and an announcement will be made on WINC FM as 
well.   A 10% discount is being offered for those who sign up at the Open House.  There 
will be Veteran MGs present to help answer questions.  Helen added that speakers 
have been confirmed for the 2011 Class. 
Belle Grove:  Carolyn Wilson told us about the, Twelve Days of Christmas program to 
be held at Belle Grove. Birds of any kind are needed for decorations, especially swans 
and white feathers.  MGs will decorate Belle Grove on December 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.  Please email Lynn Hoffman for more information at:  
gwendydog@gmail.com. 
Thank yous:  Ernie thanked Mary Craig for all the photographs she provided for the 
slide show of the year in review.  Ernie presented thank you baskets to Board Members 
Bob Carlton, Bob Powell, Theresa Krause and Suzanne Boag. The Board also gave 
Bob Carlton a new MG shirt to replace his well worn one (from years of volunteer 
service, no doubt).   Ernie presented gift baskets to County Coordinators Paula 
Brownlee, Marilyn Thuss (not present), Marsha Burd, Carolyn Wilson and Johan Guss.  
Johan also received a gift certificate that was purchased last year in anticipation of her 
stepping down at that time, but she continued on for another year.  Bob Carlton, 
Theresa Krause, Bob Powell and Suzanne Boag presented, Ernie, our outgoing 
Volunteer Coordinator, with a Fiskars transplant shovel, a garden knife with engraved 
sheath, a Fort Valley Gift Certificate, and last but not least, Ernie’s fave food, chocolate 
chip cookies.  Bob Carlton then presented Ernie with a beautiful hand-made quilt crafted 
with care by Mary Carlton. 
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New Business 
NSVMGA Budget Report:  Bob Powell reviewed the Nov 21 Budget Report.   Richard 
Stromberg made a motion to accept the report and Josie Engle seconded it.  The 
motion carried.   The report is included at the end of the minutes. 
Interns Received NSMVGA Name Tags:  Carolyn Wilson presented MG name tags to 
2010 Interns who had completed their required 50 volunteer hours.  Recipients were:  
John Dickhute, Shelley Duffus, David Freese, Susan Garrett, Cy Haley, Scott Hinkle, 
Kevin Hollingsworth, Randy Langford, Luann Laundry, Ellen, Markel, Anna Mae Ortgies, 
Belinda Palmer, and Sandra Dee Thompson.  
 
Election of Officers: Ernie Polanskas, the Nominating Committee Chair, presented the 
candidates for the Executive Board.  The candidates were:  John Dickhute for 
President, Cy Haley for Vice President, Scott Hinkle for Treasurer, and Suzanne Boag 
for Secretary.  There were no nominations from the floor and Janet Keithly made a 
motion to accept the slate of officers with Marsha Burd seconding the motion.  The 
NSVMGA voted to accept the slate of officers with no objections.  Each officer said a 
few words, and then Randy Langford, the new NSVMGA Volunteer Coordinator, joined 
the group of new officers and said a few words also. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Ernie Polanskas and seconded by Richard 
Stromberg.  The meeting adjourned at 5:21 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 
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