
Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association  
 Board of Directors Meeting 

Sunday, March 13, 2011 
Front Royal 

 
Attendees:  Cy Haley, President; Suzanne Boag, Secretary; Bob Carlton, 2010 
President; Angie Hutchinson, Vice Presidential Nominee; Randy Langford, Volunteer 
Coordinator; Mary Craig, Clarke County Coordinator; Marsha Burd, Warren County 
Coordinator; Carolyn Wilson, Shenandoah County Co-Coordinator; and Lynn Hoffman, 
Education Committee Co-Chair. 
 
President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.  
 
Vice President and Treasurer Vacancies:  Cy announced that we have two 
volunteers for the vacant positions of Vice President and Treasurer.  Angie Hutchinson 
has agreed to serve as Vice President and Anita Harris as Treasurer. Cy said that she 
went to the bank and took care of the signature cards removals and additions.   Bob 
Carlton made a motion that the Board present their names (Angie Hutchinson and Anita 
Harris) to the membership at the March Association Meeting to be voted on for the 
offices of Vice President and Treasurer and Suzanne Boag seconded it.  All three Board 
members approved the motion and it carried. 
 
John Dickhute’s Status:  Cy reviewed the actions that have led up to John’s removal 
from the Master Gardener Program.  Initially, Board members had issues with John’s 
leadership approach and eventually that led to a non-binding vote of no confidence by 
the membership at the 20 February Association Meeting.  An overwhelming majority 
voted no confidence in John Dickhute as President of NSVMGA.  Even so, John did not 
step down and his emails and phone calls to members continued.   Amendments have 
been circulated to the membership and will be voted on at the 20 March Association 
meeting to include one that creates a process for removing an officer and another that 
limits Board spending without Membership approval.  VCE removed John from the 
Master Gardener Program and  1 March Bobby Clark notified Suzanne by telephone 
and email of John’s removal from the Master Gardener Program.  A week later, Bob C. 
had a conversation with Dave Close, Virginia Master Gardener Coordinator and Steve 
Capaldo, Virginia Tech legal counsel, and learned that the VCE had sent John a letter 
notifying him of his removal from the Master Gardener Program.  Steve Capaldo said 
that NSVMGA, as a 501c3 is a private association and not subject to John’s recent 
FOIA requests sent to the Advisory Board on 6 March.  Bob C. also learned that John  
Dickhute’s removal from the Master Gardener Program by VCE was considered a 
personnel matter and additional details regarding this action would not be forthcoming 
from VCE.  Marsha Burd asked about our web page password being changed and Cy 
stated that the change was made to prevent unauthorized access by non members.  Cy 
confirmed that John Dickhute used our MG laptop for several months; a number of 
documents unrelated to NSVMGA had been discovered on the laptop after John 
returned it to NSVMGA, demonstrating that he had used the MG laptop for activities 
unrelated to NSVMGA.  Bob suggested that a brief statement be made to the 
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membership explaining that VCE removed John as a Master Gardener, and as such, he 
could not belong to NSVMGA or hold office.  Bob said that John had sent him a check 
for his dues along with a certified letter, which was the FOIA request of 6 March.  Bob 
C. recommended that we deposit John’s check and issue a refund check to him, which 
will create an indisputable paper trail.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:   Cy wrote checks out for speaker honorariums.  Bob C. requested 
a check for Shenandoah County.  Cy wrote a check to Mary C. for a receipt and another 
to Richard Stromberg for the newsletter.  Cy then wrote a check to John Dickhute to 
refund his 2011 dues.  The revised Treasurer’s Report is shown below with payment 
and deposit details recorded by Cy Haley in the absence of a Treasurer: 
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Secretary’s Report:  The minutes from the 8 March Executive Board meeting were 
reviewed by those present and were also posted on the web page.  Bob made a motion 
to approve the minutes, Cy seconded it, and all three Board members voted to approve 
the minutes.  The motion carried.  
 
Standing Committees   
 
Communication and Publicity:  Lennie Mathers was not present. 
 
Education:  Lynn Hoffman suggested that we schedule an educational symposium in 
late summer or early fall.  Lynn would like to plan a full day symposium to be held at 
Shenandoah University.  Carolyn W. reminded the group that she is planning a Rain 
Garden Workshop, which will be held in the first half of August.  Carolyn’s workshop will 
be open to MGs as well as the public and will take about 3 hours.  Bob C. suggested the 
possibility of a session for MGs that would cover how fair judges make their selections 
since Master Gardeners do get a lot of questions at the fairs about that.   
 
Membership:  Mary Craig stated that John Dickhute and Henry Noble would both be 
removed from the membership list.  Neither is a NSVMGA member, although Henry 
continues to be a Master Gardener through VCE.   Mary also mentioned that while she 
was updating the status of members she discovered that a number of MGs did not 
appear to have hours, even though they attended meetings and worked on projects.  
She explained that some had complained that they had submitted hours and the hours 
had not been recorded.  Discussion ensued.  Angie suggested that printed time sheets 
be made available at meetings and Randy said he could collect the forms and forward 
them to Carolyn Stonesifer.  Lynn suggested that MG hours be posted on the web page 
alongside the membership list.  Mary offered to explain at an Association meeting how 
to save time sheets so that MGs could keep copies of all their time sheets.  Randy said 
he would contact Carolyn S. for an update on members’ hours.  Mary said she could 
add quarterly member hours to the membership list on the web page.  Mary added that 
she would like to have something in writing in the guidelines specifying when a person’s 
name should be removed from the membership list due to a lack of hours or non-
payment of dues. 
 
Newsletter:  Richard Stromberg was not present. 
 
Program:  Cy reminded everyone that our next Association Meeting will be held at 
Horton’s Nursery located in Frederick County on 20 March.  Cy announced that the 17 
April Association meeting would be held at the Shenandoah County Government 
Building in Woodstock.  Bobby Clark, our VCE Agent, will be the guest speaker and his 
topic will be how to use the Pest Management Guide.  Carolyn Wilson offered to talk to 
Bobby about the option for MGs to purchase or download the PMG.  It currently costs 
$13 and is pre-punched for use in a three ring binder. 
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County Coordinators   
 
Clarke:  Mary Craig reported that Clarke MGs will meet at Carla Repici’s house on 12 
March.  Mary passed around Clarke’s new reference addition for the Farmer’s Market 
called, Identification and Adaptation, Common Grasses, Legumes, and Non-leguminous 
Fobs of the Eastern United States.  The book is written by VT professor, A. Ozzie 
Abaye, and the cost was $55.  Mary told the group that Suzanne will circulate a 
volunteer sign up list for Garden Fair, which will be held May 6, 7, and 8.  She said that 
we will have a rain barrel to raffle off for the event as well. 
 
Frederick:  Lynn reported that Frederick County MGs would meet on 14 March.  She 
announced that Southern States was holding an Open House on 23 April from 9-12 and 
had requested that MGs set up an information booth at both Frederick County locations.  
Lynn said she had volunteers for the Winchester location, but still needed volunteers for 
the Stephens City location.   Lynn stated that the grant we had been counting on for the 
Therapy Garden was now up in the air.  She said that the Jr. MGs was going well.  
There are seven kids in the beginners group and seven in the advanced.  The kids will 
display what they grow at the Frederick County Fair and will also participate at 
GardenFest.  Belle Grove will be starting up and Lynn said that she will set up a 
GardenFest meeting as well.  Frederick County’s green-line is online and the email 
address is frederickgreenline@gmail.com. 
 
Page:  George Hadeler was not present.   
 
Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that Shenandoah’s County Meeting will be held 
Sunday, March 27.  Johan Guss is managing the green line, which will begin by the 
third week in April.  Meanwhile, the green line is running 24/7 using the internet.  
Carolyn W. is in charge of the plant sale for GardenFest and she said she will be 
making future announcements requesting plant donations and she will be bringing pots 
and labels to meetings.  Carolyn said she will be sending out a notice to the 
membership with a request for plants and tips on how to prepare them for GardenFest. 
 
Warren:  Marsha Burd reported that Warren County’s current projects will include the 
farmer’s market, library talks, Belle Boyd and the help desk.  Belle Boyd work will begin 
21 March and the help desk 28 March.  Frank Baxter gave a talk on the American 
Chestnut, and Marsha has given two talks so far.  Frank has also had a pruning 
session.  Marsha will register for the farmer’s market in the next two weeks. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator’s Report:   Randy reported that the many emails he sends out 
to the membership are only the most relevant notices that he receives.  Bob C. 
suggested that groups of MGs could carpool to events that are further away.    
 
Unfinished Business
 
Proposed Amendments to Bylaws:  Cy explained that the Bylaws Committee includes 
Bob C., Lynn H., and herself.  Five of the six original amendments to the Bylaws have 
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been circulated and will be voted on at the 20 March Association meeting provided a 
quorum is present.  One of them limits Board spending and another creates a process 
for removing an officer.  Amendment #3, which addresses the Class Coordinator 
Position, has been re-circulated with suggested changes and will be voted on at the 17 
April Association meeting provided a quorum is present.  Bob suggested that the 
Bylaws/Guidelines Review Committee undertake a re-write of the Bylaws and 
Guidelines to correct errors and inconsistencies.  Mary C. confirmed that we have 60 
Active Members, which Bob pointed out means that we need at least 15 members 
present on Sunday for a quorum. 
 
International MG Conference:  Cy suggested that we consider entering Helen’s 
Therapy Garden Project for next year’s contest.  She recommended that we document 
all stages of the project with lots of pictures.  Lynn added that Jr. Master Gardeners was 
another possible entry and could be considered for Master Gardener College also. 
 
20 March Association Meeting: Bob C. stated that if John Dickhute should attempt to 
attend our meeting, we can ask him to leave since he is no longer a member.  Cy added 
that precautions will be taken for the Horton’s meeting.   
 
Bob C. made a motion to adjourn and Cy seconded it.  The motion carried.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Suzanne Boag 
NSVMGA Secretary 
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