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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association  
 Board of Directors Meeting 

November 16, 2011 
Warren County Government Center, 

 Front Royal 
 

Attendees:  Cy Haley, President; Angie Hutchinson, Vice President; Anita Harris, Treasurer; Suzanne 
Boag, Secretary; Bob Carlton, 2010 President; Randy Langford, Volunteer Coordinator; Susan Garrett, 
Time Keeper, and Luann Woodard, Treasurer Nominee.  
 
President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Reports of Boards 

Vice President’s Report:  Angie Hutchinson said that she was not sure if we would have a speaker for 
the November 20 Association meeting to be held on Sunday.  Suzanne Boag donated a Virginia Trail 
Guide to be used as a prize for a future MG Association meeting activity. Angie said that she would award 
PMGs to the word scramble winners for the November meeting and save the trail guide for Fort Valley in 
January 2012. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Anita Harris presented the November report and she announced that we now have 
official status as a 501c3 with the IRS and can file for 2011 after January 1, 2012.  The November 2011 
Treasurer’s Report follows: 
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Anita then requested clarification on the three questions: 

1. At the May 2011 Association meeting, Carolyn Wilson made a motion for a $50 donation in 
memory of Terry Fogle’s wife, Jean, but no specific details were included in the motion nor has a 
check been written for the donation.  Anita requested details about who or what organization the 
check should be made out to and where to send it.  Cy Haley offered to touch base with Carolyn 
and provide the necessary information to Anita. 

2. Anita asked about an invoice for $165 from Khimaira web hosting for the period of time from 
12/3/2011 to 12/3/2012. Anita expressed concern about the proposed budget and whether this 
amount should be added to it.   Cy Haley said she would research this with Eleanor Ames and get 
back to Anita. 

3. Anita said she was unsure about what to do with a check from the Rotary Club for $750.  
Suzanne Boag clarified that the check was meant to cover the cost of a shed for the Junior 
Master Gardeners, according to an email that provided further details on this subject, which she 
had just received from Teri Merrill.  Bob Carlton made a motion to accept the $750 check, 
Suzanne Boag seconded the motion, and all five Board members agreed. 

Anita also presented the Projected Budget Report for November and the 2012 Proposed Budget, both of 
which follow: 
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After Anita’s presentation of the Proposed 2012 Budget, Bob Carlton commented that we will need to 
come up with fundraising ideas.  Cy Haley said that we will have to really push at GardenFest.  Suzanne 
Boag suggested that we plan to sell plants and or bulbs at ArborFest next year. 
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Board Approval for Appreciation Gifts:  On November 16-17 via email, Board members Cy 
Haley, Bob Carlton, Suzanne Boag, and Angie Hutchinson approved an expenditure of $25 for a 
gift for the Volunteer Coordinator and $25 plus the cost of a container for a gift for the Treasurer 
to be presented at the November Association meeting. 

Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag stated that the October Board minutes had been posted 
on the website with one correction made to the starting date of the 2012 class.  She asked for 
any additional changes or corrections.   Bob Carlton made a motion to accept the minutes as 
posted and Angie Hutchinson seconded it.  All five Board members present agreed and the 
motion passed.   

Time Keeper’s Report:  Susan Garrett reported that she was up to date on MG hours and was 
working with Randy Langford on the Intern hours.  She said she will send an email reminder to 
MGs to turn in their hours.  She noted that a common mistake made by MGs on time sheets is 
to not count Association meetings as 1 education hour (for meetings with a program) plus 1 
project hour.  Susan suggested that we re-educate the membership on the different categories 
of membership and what defines each status.  Susan asked about whether county coordinators 
were responsible for contact data.  Bob Carlton responded by saying that individuals were 
responsible for turning that information with their time sheets.  Suzanne Boag added that in 
Clarke County, Marilyn had always kept the contact data for the Farmers’ Market and Blandy 
events because normally, several MGs man the booth/table at these events and keeping one 
group contact sheet prevents double counting contacts. 

Standing Committees 

Communication and Publicity: No report. 

Education: No report.  

Finance:  No report. 

Membership:  No report. 

Newsletter:  No report. 

Special Committees 

Guidelines Committee:  Cy Haley said we will be needing volunteers for this committee next 
year. 

Scholarship Committee for 2012:  Randy Langford agreed to chair this committee along with 
volunteers Lynn Hoffmann and Bob Carlton.   

County Reports 

Clarke:  No report. 

Frederick:  Teri Merrill was unable to attend the meeting, but sent her report to Suzanne Boag, 
who presented it to the Board.  Teri reported that the Junior Master Gardeners recently 
graduated, which completes the second full year of this program.  She said the Rotary of 



5 
 

Winchester had sent the NSVMGA a check for $750 to be used to purchase a lockable shed for 
the Kent Street garden that is maintained by the Junior MGs.  She added that Lynn Hoffmann 
and Tammy, at the Extension Office, are working on getting the shed and putting it up.  Teri said 
that may not happen until spring and she will keep us posted on the progress of this project.  
She stated that, “Lynn really is amazing in her ability to think of ways to highlight this program.”  
Teri stated that we had a nice turnout of John Handley students to mulch, weed, and plant in the 
rain garden at the Frederick Douglass Learning Center.  She continued to say that the first date 
was cancelled due to the early snow, but the weather was fabulous for the rescheduled work 
date.  She added that the Boys and Girls Club of Winchester has committed to regularly 
watering the redbud tree that was planted in the rain garden that day.  Teri is hopeful that the 
Winchester Star will print the photos sent to them of that event. 

Page:  No report. 

Shenandoah:  No report. 

Warren:  No report. 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report:  Randy Langford reported that the speakers are all set for 
the Class of 2012.  He has reserved a room at the Shenandoah Government Center in 
Woodstock, and so far has 12 prospective students.  Angie Hutchinson offered to help with the 
class so long as the weather cooperates with regard to the drive down to Shenandoah County. 

New Business 

2012 Board Meetings:  Cy Haley explored with the Board whether it might be feasible for the 
Board to meet on the Monday prior to Association meetings, rather than on Wednesday.  Pros 
and cons were discussed.  The group also discussed moving the meeting place to a more 
central location like Denny’s rather than the Warren County Government Center.  Cy promised 
to look into this further.  

2012 June Association Meeting:  Suzanne Boag asked if we could move the June Association 
meeting so that it does not conflict with Father’s Day.  Bob Carlton explained that could be voted 
on.   

Program Survey:  Angie Hutchinson said she would like to distribute a survey to MGs at the 
Association meeting in order to get a feel for what kinds of program topics MG would be 
interested in learning about.   

2012 MG Tours:  Bob Carlton discussed the possibility of a future tour.  Anita Harris suggested 
a winery.  Cy Haley wondered if we could get a discount.  Bob added that we would want an 
education angle on the tour that might educate MGs on how grapes are grown.  The group also 
discussed a possible tour of a lavender farm.  Anita mentioned Longwood Gardens in general 
and also said they have a holiday tour.  Mt. Vernon came up in the discussion as another 
location with a distillery, and Bob also suggested Winchester Milling, a pasta maker.  A final 
suggestion was a Harper’s Ferry tour, where MG Lance Braun volunteers.  The Board agreed to 
continue to explore possibilities for interesting MG activities.  Bob pointed out that we would 
need 45 people to commit to a trip in order to make it cost effective to rent a bus.   
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Adjournment 

Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Suzanne Boag.  All 
agreed and the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 

 

 

 


