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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 
Warren County Government Center 

April 21, 2013 
 
President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 4:55 p.m. following Dr. Woody 
Bousquet’s presentation, “Being Good Neighbors:  Gardening and Landscaping to Help 
Protect Natural Places in our Communities.”  
 
Announcements 
 
PMGs and Chapter 6 corrections:  Cy Haley has these - please see her after the 
meeting. 
 
GardenFest Plant Sale Update:  Carolyn Wilson reminded the group to start potting up 
plants now.  Potting soil, plastic pots, and labels (recycled blinds – please use water 
proof pen) are available in the back of Carolyn’s Subaru.  One bag of potting soil per 
person with a pledge to bring at least ten 6” potted plants to the GardenFest Plant Sale 
(May 31 set up, June 1 event).  Some top sellers in the past include Autumn Joy 
Sedum, Cone Flowers, and Hostas.  Volunteers are needed at Belle Grove on Friday, 
May 31 from 12 to 7 to accept, organize and price plants being dropped off – it is helpful 
for volunteers to be knowledgeable about plant identification and names.  Volunteers 
are also needed for the Plant Sale on Saturday and it is helpful to have general 
knowledge about plants and plant names.   If you have any questions about plant 
donations, please contact Carolyn at cmwilson22842@gmail.com. 
 
GardenFest Volunteer Update:  If interested in volunteering for GardenFest, to be held 
June 1, please contact Lynn Hoffmann at gwendydog@gmail.com.   Interns, helpers are 
needed for the gourd table.  A volunteer is needed to spray the area with a natural garlic 
solution to keep the bugs away.  A photographer is needed to document GardenFest in 
pictures.  Volunteers are needed for the children’s activities to be held that morning – 
please contact Sarah Kohrs if interested, kohrs@shentel.net .  Sid Rowlett is in charge 
of set up on Friday and will need helpers.  Robert Vazquez will be heading up tool 
sharpening and will need helpers.  Cy Haley will be managing Second Hand Rose, and 
donations of garden supplies, garden books and just about anything gardening related 
is welcome.  Please contact Cy if you have a question about donation items or getting 
your items to Belle Grove, cdh@brs.org .   
 
Reports of Boards 
 
Vice President's Report: Cy Haley reported that Association Meetings for the rest of 
the year are lined up and posted on the website. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  Cy Haley presented the Treasurer's report as follows:   
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Secretary's Report:  Suzanne Boag reported that the minutes were posted to the 
website and asked if there were any changes or corrections.  Bob Carlton made a 
motion to accept the minutes as posted and Angie Hutchinson seconded it.  The 
motion passed with no objections.  
 
Standing Committees 
 
Communication and Publicity: No report. 
 
Education:  Elizabeth Bevan reported that the MG class is going well.  She said with 24 
students we are at capacity for the Blandy classroom.  She stated that the class had 
had great presentations and the wrap up will occur on April 30.  The Trainees present at 
the meeting received a hearty round of applause from fellow MGers.   
  
Membership:  Mary Craig reported that MG Recertification letters are due by April 30.   
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Timekeeper:  Susan Garrett reported that 67 out of 130 Recertification forms had been 
returned.  She will email County Coordinators each a list of those in their respective 
counties who have not returned their forms.  She noted that the Recertification form 
needs to be completed in order to remain certified as a Master Gardener.  One MG 
commented that the return envelopes were too small, which created a need to double 
fold the form.  Cy Haley responded that that would be remedied next year with larger 
envelopes.  Susan will remain in the Timekeeper position until May 15, at which point, 
her replacement, Sarah Kohrs will take over the timekeeping responsibility.   
 
Newsletter: No report.  
 
County Coordinators Reports 
 
Clarke:  Mary Craig reported that the County had a meeting at Janet Keithley’s home in 
Berryville.  Farmers’ Market begins May 4 and an MG table is manned by two people 
every Saturday morning through the growing season.  Nancy Specht is our liaison with 
the Clarke County Fair and she is making arrangements for us to have a booth there.  
Robert Vazquez led ten people on a tour of Blandy’s grounds, and the entire tour was 
spoken in Spanish.  Robert, Suzanne Boag, Ginny Smith, and Nancy Specht cleaned 
up the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden located in Chet Hobert Park in Berryville.  Mark 
Sutphin added that Teri Gordon is working in the Clarke VCE Office and is available to 
assist with administrative tasks. 
 
Frederick:  Angie Hutchinson reported that 14 people attended a county meeting.  
Volunteers are needed for an information/Greenline table to be set up at Lowe’s in 
Winchester in May.  Please contact Angie for more information or to volunteer:  call 
540.722.3336 and/or email angelikihutchinson@comcast.net.  Angie has scheduled a 
rain garden clean-up for Wednesday, April 24 – the garden is in need of weeding and 
mulching. 
 
Page:  The County now has three Co-Coordinators:  Leslie and Tom Mack and Elke 
Thomas have stepped up.  The Page helpline involves the County Extension Office 
relaying calls to the county MGs.  Leslie has given a talk on Landscape Design and has 
an upcoming talk scheduled on Bonsai. 
 
Shenandoah: Carolyn Wilson thanked Belinda Palmer and Sandra Dee Thompson for 
volunteering to man an MG information booth at the Grapes, Gardens, and Galleries 
Event today – Belinda reported that they made 17 contacts.  The Greenline started up 
two weeks ago.  Volunteers will be needed for the New Market rain gardens – please 
contact Carolyn if you can help:  cmwilson22842@gmail.com.  The Shenandoah 
Farmers’ Markets will begin soon, with the Woodstock market at Fort Valley Nursery  
beginning the fourth Saturday in April, the 27th, and the Strasburg one beginning on the 
third Friday in May, the 17th. 
 
Warren:  Marsha Burd reported that the County has the following projects:  help desk, 
butterfly garden, Belle Boyd garden and the Samuel’s Library.  Frank Baxter reported 
that the Taste of Books event, at which MGs had a table, was sold out.  He said MGs 
had a great table with an herb theme.  Saturday, April 18th at 10:00 a.m. there will be a 
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meeting to identify teams of volunteers for the landscape and plant care at the library.  
May 4th at 1:00 p.m. there will be a plant and seedling swap at the library. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 
 
Milestone Awards:  Susan Garrett reported that Clarisse Bushman had completed her 
50 hours and was awarded a certificate and MG badge. 
 
MG Outreach:  Susan reminded the group to think of ways to reach underserved 
populations.  She cited the Greenwood Mill Elementary Junior Master Gardener 
Program as an example of a very diverse group.   
 
Civil Rights Training:  Susan explained to  the group that everyone must complete the 
Civil Rights training module – it takes about 20 minutes to complete and can be counted 
as 1 education hour. 
 
VCE Agent Mark Sutphin: Mark reviewed the new Volunteer Management System 
(VMS), which will be used by volunteers to record hours, projects and contacts.  All 
MGs will need to use VMS to record hours and projects by the end of this year.  There 
is a VMS link on the website.  The membership received an email with a link for a one-
time logon.  Once logged on, MGs will need to create a personal password.  This 
system is internal to NSVMGA volunteers and is a secure website.  There is a link on 
VMS for the Civil Rights Training module and another to email the Timekeeper, Sarah 
Kohrs.  Mark reviewed the process to enter hours, contacts and mileage.  Mark 
explained that travel time is recorded under projects – you record miles with the 
appropriate project and they can be entered weekly, monthly or quarterly.  He said that 
all volunteer hours apply to milestone awards.  Susan added that hours can only be 
entered for established projects.   
 
Old Business 
 
Vote on Bylaw Amendment:  Bob Carlton crafted an amendment to clarify the 
membership terms of Intern and Adjunct, the proposed changes were circulated 30 
days prior to today’s  Association Meeting as required by the Bylaws, and  President Cy 
Haley called for discussion and a vote.  Bob Carlton made a motion to approve the 
Bylaw amendment as circulated to the membership, and Angie Hutchinson 
seconded it.  The membership voted and all were in favor with no objections.  The 
motion was passed. 
 
Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn and Suzanne Boag seconded. The motion 
passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting was followed by a 
potluck feast and MG fellowship. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 
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