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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 
Lee Ruddle’s Home, Warren County 

June 24, 2012 
 

 

President Cy Haley began the meeting at 4:11 p.m.   
 
Announcements 
 
4th Place for Junior Master Gardener Program at MG College:  Cy announced that 
several MGs, herself included, had just left Master Gardener College, which was held at 
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg.  She said that while at MG College, our group learned that 
our Junior Master Gardener Program had placed 4th in the Special Audiences category 
based on Lynn Hoffmann’s entry in the competition.   
 
Free GardenFest Patches:  Cy offered GardenFest patches to any MGs who did not 
yet receive one. 
 
Volunteers Needed at Strasburg Farmers’ Market:  Cy explained that MG Belinda 
Palmer organizes the MG volunteers for the Farmers’ Market, and she is in need of 
volunteers.  The market is held the third Friday every month from 6 to 8 p.m.  In 
addition, a veteran MG is needed to help out on July 20.  For more information or to 
volunteer, please contact Belinda at:  bpdaylily@yahoo.com . 
 
Reports of Boards 
 
Vice President’s Report:  Angie Hutchinson thanked Lee Ruddle for hosting today’s 
meeting and providing a talk about and tour of his lovely garden.  The July 22nd 

Association Meeting will be held at Leslie and Tom Mack’s home located in Luray.  
Angie explained that the Board had discussed the possibility of a garden road trip some 
time in December.  One idea was to visit the Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens in 
Richmond, VA.  MGs could travel by Schrock bus stopping along the way for lunch, and 
then on to the light show at the gardens.  Angie would like to hear from you if you like 
this idea and/or are interested in participating.  Angie is also interested in knowing what 
the most convenient time would be for the majority of MGs interested in this trip.  
Currently Angie is taking a look at the first week of December.  Please contact Angie for 
more information or to provide feedback on this idea: email her at 
angelikihutchinson@comcast.net or call her at (540) 722-3336. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Luann Laundry stated that 450 attended GardenFest, $2465.10 
was raised by the plant sale, and the raffles generated $565.50 in ticket sales.  Luann 
thanked Rich Howell for his tireless efforts at promoting raffle ticket sales.  Angie 
Hutchinson reminded the group that your Virginia Master Gardener Association (VMGA) 
dues of $10 are included in your initial registration fees during your internship, but 
thereafter the $10 dues go directly to VMGA.  Luann presented the Treasurer’s Report 
as follows: 
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Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag stated that the minutes were posted on the 
website and that she had added the announcement about our scholarship being named 
in honor of Johan Guss and that both Johan and Ron Guss received Emeritus 
membership status for all of their contributions to NSVMGA.  Angie Hutchinson made 
a motion to accept the minutes as amended and Mary Stickley seconded.  There 
were no objections and the motion passed. 
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Standing Committees 
 
Communications and Publicity:  No report. 
 
Education:  No report. 
 
Finance:  No report. 
 
Membership:  Mary Craig announced that NSVMGA is coming up on its 20th 
anniversary and suggested that we plan a celebratory event(s).  She volunteered to 
head up a committee and will be sending out an email with more information.  Your 
ideas are welcome! 
 
Newsletter:  No report. 
 
Program:  Angie Hutchinson covered this in her VP Report. 
 
County Coordinators Reports 
 
Clarke:  Mary Craig stated that the Farmers’ Market in Berryville is going well.  It is held 
every Saturday from 9 to 12.  She thanked Mary Flagg for labeling the plants in the 
Clarke Demonstration garden and thanked Mary Flagg, Suzanne Boag, Marianne 
Pagington and her daughter Mary Margaret for cleaning up the garden (Mary Craig was 
there too).  Lori and Bryan McKay, Carolyn Farouki, and Mary Flagg are working on 
Clarke’s newest project, the community garden in Millwood.  Food grown in the garden 
is donated once a month to the Millwood Methodist Church.  Nancy Specht is heading 
up the Clarke County Fair MG table.  Mary reported that Clarke should have the same 
location as last year across from the Horticulture Building.  This year, Clarke will start 
earlier, at 5:00 p.m. and the canopy will be used in case of rain. 
 
Frederick:  Cy Haley explained that Teri Merrill had emailed her to request MG 
volunteers for the Frederick County Fair.  Please email Teri for more information or to 
volunteer:  moved2va@comcast.net . 
 
Page:  No report. 
 
Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the green line is up and running.  
Shenandoah is participating in two farmers’ markets this year.  One is held at Fort 
Valley Nursery the second Saturday each month, and the other is held in Strasburg on 
Friday evenings, which Belinda is heading up.  The 4-H Camps will begin in two weeks 
and the Water Cycle is the focus of this year’s program.  The Shenandoah County Fair 
begins August 25, and MGs from any county can volunteer to help out.  Bob Carlton has 
arranged for a Fair Judging Workshop to be held in August.  Carol Moyer and Bobby 
Clark will be teaching the class, which will be held on August 18 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Shenandoah Extension Conference Room located in the Woodstock Government 
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Center.  In the near future, an email will be sent out about this workshop.  Carolyn 
added that the rain garden is getting established. 
 
Warren:  Marsha Burd reported that the Help line is going and the Belle Boyd Cottage 
garden is looking good.  David Freese is working on the school garden.  Warren MGs 
will not be present at the Warren County Fair as a fee is charged for participating. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 
 
Milestone Awards:  Cy Haley presented the following milestone awards for 2011 
hours: 
 

Carolyn Wilson 4000 Hours 

   Ruth Garrettson 1000 Hours 

Helen  Lake 1000 Hours 

   Larry Haun  500 Hours 

Helen  Lake  500 Hours 

Elke Thomas  500 Hours 

Phil Wilson  500 Hours 

   Karen Brill  250 Hours 

Laurie Cocina  250 Hours 

Cy Haley  250 Hours 

Anita Harris  250 Hours 

Angie Hutchinson  250 Hours 

Janet Keithley  250 Hours 

Belinda Palmer  250 Hours 

Lee Ruddle  250 Hours 

 
Carolyn Wilson reminded the group that MG College tuition discounts are given for 
milestone awards of 500 hours or more. 
 
VMGA Liaison Report 
 
Mary Stickley reported that VMGA is our overall organization for Virginia Master 
Gardeners.  She said it was similar to a lobbying group advocating for MGs.  VMGA is a 
big supporter of the endowment fund.  At MG College this year, Mary helped to sell 
$1600 worth of VMGA tee shirts (along with a few sweat shirts) and another $3900 was 
raised by the VMGA Silent Auction.   This money will help to support the endowment 
fund.  Mary mentioned that Dave Close, our Virginia State Master Gardener, is paid in 
part by Virginia Tech and the taxpayers.  Should funding his position become an issue, 
the endowment fund will be there as a safety net.  VMGA dues are $10 per year and 
although membership is not required, it is a worthwhile organization.  There is a VMGA 
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meeting every two months on the second week of the month.  Please email Mary with 
any questions or concerns regarding VMGA:  Gardener@shenandoahmuseum.org . Cy 
Haley asked Mary to check into VMGA license plate holders and window decals.  Check 
out the VMGA website where you can also join or renew:  www.vmga.net .  
 
Old Business 
 
2012 GardenFest Recap:  Angie Hutchinson reported that $621 was raised by the 
Second Hand Rose booth.  These funds were turned over to Belle Grove to help fund 
their intern position.  Angie said that leftover items will be donated to Blue Ridge 
Hospice and Salvation Army.  Cy stated that we had fewer attendees this year; we were 
down by 200.  Ninety children participated in the children’s activities and plant sales 
were down by $400 from last year.  Cy thanked the Interns for all their hard work and 
announced that the following Interns had completed their 50 hours (followed by 
enthusiastic applause): 
 
Rich Howell 
Sarah Kohrs 
Donna Rowlett 
 
New Business 
 
Honorary MG:  Cy Haley asked the membership to consider granting Honorary 
membership for 2012 to Mary Carlton for all her contributions to NSVMGA.  Mary Craig 
made a motion to grant Honorary membership to Mary Carlton for 2012, Mary 
Stickley seconded the motion, and the motion passed with no objections. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Suzanne Boag made a motion to adjourn, Angie Hutchinson seconded it, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 4:57 p.m. 
 
The meeting was followed by Lee Ruddle’s talk about the development of his lovely 
garden and Lee also provided a tour. MGs then enjoyed another exceptional potluck 
dinner 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 
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