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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 

Shenandoah Farms Community Center, Clarke County 

August 17, 2014 

President Bob Carlton brought the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Bob announced that the Board 

had had several meetings to discuss the NSVMGA Website and VMS and said the Board would 

talk with our new Webmaster, Donna Funk-Smith and decide how to proceed from there. 

July Meeting Minutes:  Bob Carlton noted that the July Meeting Minutes had been circulated.   

Mary Craig made a motion to accept the minutes as circulated and Cy Haley seconded it.  

The membership voted to accept the minutes as circulated. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Lee Demko presented the report as follows:
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Vice President’s Report:  Ginny Smith reported that next month’s meeting will take place at 

the AREC Center located in Frederick County.  Nathan Staley will talk to us about Water 

Resource Management. 

Committee Reports 

Communications/Publicity:  No report. 

Education:  Helen Lake reported that a copy of the book, Plant Invaders of Md-Atlantic 

Natural Areas, is available for each MG (she brought a box of the books to the meeting). 

Copies are also available for County Coordinators to add to their store of reference books.  

Helen said that a Leadership Workshop is in the works and will be held October 25, 8 to 4 at the 

Warren County Government Center (WCGC).  The Greenwood Mill Elementary Junior Master 

Gardeners have a new lead science teacher contact.  Volunteers are needed for a landscape 

horticulture class to be held on October 30 – please contact Helen if interested:  

alyena@shentel.net . 

Finance:  Lee Demko reported that the Budget Committee will meet Tuesday, August 19th to 

work on the 2015 Budget.  The Committee is comprised of Chair Lee Demko, Frank Baxter, and 

Bob Carlton. 

Membership:  Mary Craig reported that the membership list is up to date.   

Newsletter:  Bob Carlton asked that MGs send Editor Richard Stromberg articles on any 

gardening topic to be included in the newsletter:  risy@embarqmail.com . 

 

Program:  Ginny Smith reported that today’s speaker will be Paula Brownlee and her topic will 

be Heirloom Tomatoes. 

 

County Coordinators’ Reports 

 

Clarke: Mary Craig reported that Clarke MGs set up a booth at the County Fair last week; it 

rained Monday and Tuesday, but even so, MGs collected 30 contacts over the three days the 

booth was manned.  She said they had a great location across from the Horticulture Building.  

The Berryville Farmers’ Market has changed its start time on Saturday morning to 8:00 a.m. 

Mary Flagg reported that the Millwood Community Garden has planted kale and lettuce for the 

fall.  Work days for the Community Garden are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 to 12.  Mary 

Craig reminded all counties to sell rain barrel raffle tickets at county fairs and farmers’ markets- 

each county should have a ticket bin for raffle tickets. 

 

Page:  No report. 

 

Shenandoah:  Bob Carlton announced that longtime Shenandoah County Coordinator Carolyn 

Wilson will be stepping down as of January 1, 2015, and Sharon Bradshaw has volunteered to 

be the new Shenandoah County Coordinator.  Sharon reported that the green-line continues 

with in-office hours on the first and third Fridays each month.  The Woodstock Farmers’ Market 

is very active and many Interns are getting hours helping there on the second and fourth 

Saturday each month at Fort Valley Nursery.  The children’s gardening program is finished for 

the season.  Although several of the programs had be cancelled due to low enrollment, Carolyn 

says that the children enjoyed the activities and hopefully learned something about seeds.  
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Shenandoah had a large group at the New Market rain garden at the Thursday evening work 

session.  Shenandoah MGs will have an information booth at the fair nightly from August 23 to 

29. 

 

Warren:  Frank Baxter reported that volunteers are needed for the Samuel’s Library work days.  

Cy Haley added that Warren MGs were at the County Fair this year. 

 

Frederick: Emily Wickham reported that Elizabeth Bevan is the new project leader for the 

green-line, which generated 146 contacts so far this year.   Enid McConnell is the project leader 

for the Lowe’s information table and Angie Hutchinson is in charge of the rain garden work days.  

John Kummer has been working on the Timbrook Garden and Emily is heading up a new 

project, which will involve up to 100 Girl Scouts earning a gardening badge.  The Bowman 

Library hosted 5 classes and Christmas Decorating at Belle Grove is around the corner.  Ag Day 

is September 20 and will be held in downtown Winchester.  VCE will have a booth representing 

4-H and Master Gardeners among other groups and volunteers are needed for three shifts.  

Please contact Mark Sutphin if interested:  mark.sutphin@vt.edu .   Emily added that a computer 

training day is in the works to help MGs learn how to research plant questions online. 

 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 

 

New Badges, GardenFest Patches:  Susan Garret announced that she had new badges for 

MGs as well as GardenFest Patches for those who had not yet gotten one. 

 

New MG Reinstatement:  Susan welcomed Shan Kilby back to NSVMGA which was followed 

by hearty applause. 

 

New MG:  Susan presented Claire DeMasi with her certificate and congratulated her on 

completing her 50 hours.  Claire earned many of her hours working at the Belle Grove 

Demonstration Garden and GardenFest.  More applause. 

 

Appreciation:  Susan presented Emeritus MG Eleanor Ames, our longtime Webmaster and 

Bob Carlton’s classmate from 2002, a lovely orchid, card and gift certificate in appreciation of all 

her years of dedication to NSVMGA’s award winning website.  Much applause followed.  

Eleanor recently stepped down as Webmaster. 

 

Adjournment:  Cy Haley made a motion to adjourn and Suzanne Boag seconded.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  Following the meeting, MG Paula Brownlee gave a 

wonderful talk about Heirloom Tomatoes.  MGs then feasted on an array on tomatoes and a 

potluck spread. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Suzanne Boag 

Secretary, NSVMGA 
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Association Meeting Attendance August 17, 2014 

    

Suzanne Boag   

Eleanor Ames   

Frank Baxter   

Sharon Bradshaw   

Paula Brownlee   

Joy Brunk   

Marsha Burd   

Bob Carlton   

Mary  Craig   

Claire DeMasi   

Lee Demko   

Mary  Flagg   

Susan Garrett   

Rita Guevremont   

Sally Hale   

Lynda Hale   

Cy Haley   

Elaine Harshman   

Denise Howe   

Shan Kilby   

John Kummer   

Helen Lake   

Charles Layton   

Mike Marx   

June Newcomb   

Siobhan O'Brien   

Belinda Palmer   

Sue Rogers   

Joyce Scott   

Ginny Smith   

Stacey Smith   

Elaine Specht   

Cyndi Walsh   

Sandra Ward   

Emily Wickham   
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