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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardeners Association Meeting 
Blandy Arboretum, Clarke County 

August 19, 2012 
 

Opening Remarks:  Past President Bob Carlton announced that President Cy Haley 
was not able to attend the meeting and he would conduct the meeting in her absence.  
He added that Cy would be stepping down and we would be in need of a volunteer for 
President for 2013.  He asked that those interested please contact a Board member for 
nomination purposes. 
 
Reports of Boards 
 
Vice President’s Report:  Angie Hutchinson reported that Carrie Whitacre would be 
our speaker and she would be taking us for a tour of the herb garden.  September’s 
meeting, to be held on the 16th, will take place at the AREC building located in Frederick 
County and Janet Heishman of Gabalot Gardens will be our speaker. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Luann Woodard presented the report as follows: 
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Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag reported that the July Association minutes were 
posted on the website and asked if there were any changes or corrections.  Mary Craig 
made a motion to accept the minutes as posted, Carolyn Wilson seconded, and 
the motion passed with no objections.   
 
Standing Committees 
.  
Communications and Publicity:  No report. 
 
Education:  Bob Carlton reported that Lynn Hoffmann was working on the educational 
symposium to be held in January 2013.  He added that Lynn is also working on the 
Scholarship guidelines. 
 
Finance:  Bob Carlton reported that the Budget Committee would include:  Treasurer 
Luann Woodard, President Cy Haley, and MGs at Large Helen Lake and Lynn 
Hoffmann. 
 
Membership:  Mary Craig reported that the membership list will soon be finalized and 
posted. 
 
Newsletter:  Richard Stromberg urged MGs to send him information about MG 
activities and events. 
 
Program:  Angie Hutchinson announced that a door prize would be given to whoever 
answers the September quiz first and correctly.  She reminded the group that our 
November Association meeting would be held at the Warren County Government 
Center and that is our annual business and election meeting. 
 
Special Committees 
 
Audit:  Bob Carlton reported that Frank Baxter, Skip Bowling, Tom and Lesley Mack 
have volunteered for this committee.  Treasurer Luann Woodard agreed to provide the 
committee with the records they need. 
 
County Coordinators’ Reports 
 
Clarke:  Mary Craig reported that the Clarke County Fair MG Booth was a success with 
lots of tomato questions and Mark Sutphin helped MGs out one night.  Mary Flagg is the 
Project coordinator for the Millwood Community Garden and they won two blue ribbons 
at the fair.  Rich Howell reported that beekeepers.org has a scholarship for 13 to 18 
year olds interested in beekeeping.  Hives, bees, equipment and a mentor will be the 
prize for the winner with the value at $1000.  Please contact Rich if you know someone 
who might be interested in this opportunity:  richhowell47@gmail.com . 
 
Frederick:  Bob Carlton reported that Teri Merrill will be stepping down as county 
coordinator and a Frederick volunteer will be needed to fill that position.  Teri emailed 

mailto:richhowell47@gmail.com


3 

 

that Frederick MGs had a booth at the county fair this year and will need to decide 
whether to continue next year.  Teri has a request for a speaker in October - please 
contact her if interested:  moved2va@comcast.net .  Teri says she hopes that an MG 
will step up to replace her as county coordinator soon so that she will have a few 
months to work with him/her so things can move forward smoothly.   
 
Page:  No report. 
 
Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the two farmers’ markets are doing well, 
one in Woodstock and the other in Strasburg.  Woodstock’s is held the second Saturday 
each month and Strasburg’s is held Friday evenings with Belinda Palmer coordinating 
volunteers.  Carolyn said that the Fair Judging Class was held Saturday, August 18.  
Bob Carlton organized it and it was a great success.  She added that the Shenandoah 
County Fair begins next week and that last year MGs had over 200 contacts at the fair 
booth.  The rain garden system installed in New Market by the Class of 2010 needs 
some work. 
 
Warren:  Frank Baxter reported that the Samuel’s Library landscaping committee has 
met twice and is refining plan details.  Volunteers are needed to identify desirable plants 
and request divisions from MGs.  Volunteers will also be needed to plant.  Some of the 
plants wanted are:  liriope, bulbs, small grasses, small nandinas and spireas. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
 
New VC:  Bob Carlton introduced Liz Bevan, who has volunteered to be our VC come 
November.  She is currently learning the ropes from Cy Haley, who has been acting as 
VC as well as serving as President. 
 
MG Badges:  Bob Carlton reported that Cy Haley will provide county coordinators  with 
the new badges for distribution. 
 
2013 Officer Nominations:  Bob Carlton asked that MGs email Lynn Hoffmann with 
nominations for President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary:  
gwendydog@gmail.com.   When nominating, please ensure that the person you are 
nominating has agreed to be nominated. 
 
2013 MG Class:  Bob Carlton reported that the 2013 MG Class needs a coordinator.  It 
may be held in Page County if someone steps up to coordinate, otherwise the class will 
probably be held in one of the northern counties.  Please contact a Board member if you 
are interested in volunteering to coordinate the class.  Two coordinators will be needed. 
 
VMGA Liaison Report:  No report. 
 
New Business 
Educational Book Orders:  Suzanne Boag reported that Education Chair Lynn 
Hoffmann had requested that the following books be ordered for educational purposes: 
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 60 copies of DGIF A Guide to Snakes of Virginia at discounted rate of $150 
(regularly $300). 

 100 copies of DGIF A Guide to Frogs and Toads of Virginia at discounted rate 
of $600 (regularly $1000). 

 150 copies of US Fish and Wildlife Service Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat 
and Conservation Landscaping, Chesapeake Bay Watershed at rate of $312 
(special printing rate of $104 per box of 50 copies)  

Suzanne Boag made a motion to purchase 60 copies of the DGIF A Guide to 
Snakes of Virginia at $150, 100 copies of DGIF A Guide to Frogs and Toads of 
Virginia at $600, and 150 copies of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Native Plants for 
Wildlife Habitat and Conservation Landscaping, Chesapeake Bay Watershed at 
$312.  Mary Craig seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued and the group discussed 
the various uses for the books and the cost.  Treasurer Luann Woodard confirmed that 
over $7000 was available in our savings account.  Karen Brill amended the motion to 
vote separately on each book, and Mary Craig seconded and the motion was 
passed.  All three books were voted on separately and approved with no 
objections.   

Richard Stromberg made a motion that each county would receive copies of each 
book ordered, Carolyn Wilson seconded and the motion passed with no 
objections. 

ArborFest:  Mary Craig reported that Blandy’s ArborFest would be held October 13 – 
14.  Suzanne Boag will coordinate the volunteer schedule and there will be a rain barrel 
raffle as well.  Mary added that a rain barrel building workshop will be held sometime 
this fall.  Marianne Pagington offered MG lanyards for sale at $3.50 each with proceeds 
going towards children’s activities. 

Flora of Virginia:  Richard Stromberg made a motion that we purchase a copy of 
this guide once it is available for each county at a cost of $80 per copy.  Mary 
Craig seconded and the motion carried with no objections. 

MG Inventory:  Mary Craig explained that she is maintaining our inventory list and 
asked that MGs let her know where equipment is being stored so that she can add it to 
the list. 

Rich Howell made a motion to adjourn and Suzanne Boag seconded, the motion 
passed and the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  Carrie Whitacre took MGs on a 
wonderfully informative tour of the Blandy Herb Garden, which was followed by another 
great MG potluck. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 
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