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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 

 Fort Valley Nursery, Woodstock 

January 15, 2012 

President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

Announcements 

Word Scramble: Cy Haley announced that the prize winner for today’s word scramble would receive a 

special gift from Fort Valley Nursery. 

Reports of Board 

Vice President’s Report: Cy Haley gave the report for VP Angie Hutchinson.  She announced that 

February’s Association meeting will be held at Executive Protection Systems (EPS), 161 Commonwealth 

Court in Winchester.  The February 19 meeting highlight will be speaker Lisa Giles, owner of Hillbilly 

Daylilies, which is located in Bunker Hill, West Virginia.  Cy also encouraged MGs to sign up for an MG 

Schrock bus trip to the Philadelphia Garden Show scheduled for Wednesday, March 7.  The cost for both 

the bus trip and entry to the show is $94.  Please contact Angie for more information at:  

angelikihutchinson@comcast.net . 

Treasurer’s Report:  Luann Laundry reminded MGs that it is time to pay their annual dues.  She then 

presented the December 2011 Treasurer’s Report as follows:  
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Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag stated that the minutes from the October meeting were posted on 

the website and asked if there were any changes or corrections.   Bob Carlton made a motion to 

accept the minutes as posted and Luann Laundry seconded it.  The motion passed with no 

objections. 

Standing Committees 

Communications and Publicity: Cy Haley announced that Donna Funk-Smith would be the new chair 

for this committee.  Cy introduced Donna to the group and asked that county coordinators keep Donna 

informed of their respective county activities so that Donna can update the MG calendar.  Please email 

Donna at:  2work4good@gmail.com .  Cy noted that a few MGs have had difficulty accessing the MG 

website, which is located at:  NSVMGA.org.  The userid is “nsvmga” and the password is “leaf2011”. 

Education:  Lynn Hoffmann reported that the upcoming, Garden in the Valley Symposium, will be held at 

Shenandoah University on Saturday, February 4 and the cost for MGs will be $35, which includes 

breakfast and coffee, a full day of speakers and lunch.  Lynn asked that county coordinators encourage 

Interns to attend, noting that the symposium will count as education hours.  Please contact Lynn for more 

information at:  gwendydog@gmail.com . 

Time Keeper: No report. 

Finance:  No report. 

Membership:  Mary Craig said that she will be coordinating with Susan Garrett, Timekeeper to update 

the membership list.  She added that the Interns will be moved into the membership list and their status 

will be changed as they complete their 50 hours.  Mary said the list is up to date. 

Newsletter:  Cy Haley asked that MGs send articles to the editor, Richard Stromberg at:  

risy@embarqmail.com .   

Special Committees 

Guidelines:  Cy Haley announced that the Guidelines Committee is in need of three at large MGs.  Bob 

Carlton is the Chair and Cy will also be on the Committee as well.  The group will review and update the 

MG Guidelines.  Please contact Cy Haley if you are interested in serving on the Guidelines Committee:  

cdh@brs.org . 

County Coordinator’s Reports 

Clarke:  Mary Craig reported that she will be contacting Clarke MGs to learn what their project interests 

are.  She also said that Clarke had received a request to build rain barrels sometime in the spring, which 

is an activity that any MG or Intern can participate in.  

Frederick:  No report. 

Page:  Elke Thomas gave the report.  She said that George Hadeler had distributed flyers advertising for 

the MG class, but the cost was a negative factor for the four individuals who had expressed interest in 

attending. 

Shenandoah:  No report. 

Warren: Marsha Burd reported that the 4-H was interested in establishing a garden at the 4-H Center.  

Marsha said she will be holding a meeting for Warren County MGs in February.  She is interested in 

possibly participating in the Farmers’ Market this spring by sharing a booth with the Tree Stewards 
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Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 

Cy Haley gave the report.  She said six people have signed up for the 2012 MG class, but the class will 

have to be cancelled if we do not get a total of ten students.  Cy said two volunteers per night will be 

needed to help with set up and clean up for the Tuesday and Thursday evening classes.  All MGs are 

encouraged to attend the first class to show support for the students.  Cy added that the VAMG Board 

meeting will be held in Manassas on Saturday, February 11, if anyone who is a member is interested in 

attending. 

Old Business 

Junior MG Class Update:  Lynn Hoffmann reported that the Rotary Club had donated $750 to the 

Master Gardeners for a shed to be used by the Junior MGs.  Any money left over will be used to pay for 

the graduation and tee shirts.  Volunteers will be needed to install the shed.  If you are interested in 

helping with the shed installation, please contact Lynn Hoffmann at:  gwendydog@gmail.com .    Lynn 

announced that there will be a meeting to discuss the upcoming Junior MG Class on Tuesday, January 

24, at the Frederick County Extension Office.   

2012 GardenFest Update: Lynn Hoffman said that a GardenFest planning meeting will be held at Belle 

Grove at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, January 30.  All interested MGs and Interns are welcome to attend. 

New Business: 

Word Scramble Winner: Cy Haley awarded a Fort Valley Nursery gift to Kevin Hollingsworth, Jr. 

June Association Meeting Date:  Cy Haley noted that the June Association Meeting always falls on 

Father’s Day, and that this reduces attendance at that meeting.  She suggested that we move the 

meeting to the second or fourth Sunday in June in order to avoid this problem.  Marsha Burd offered that 

Lee Ruddle had agreed to host the June meeting at his home, and suggested that we contact him to find 

out which date might be more convenient for him.   

Blandy Seed Exchange:  Lynn Hoffmann reminded the group that Blandy has asked for MG volunteers 

to assist with the seed exchange, which will take place on Saturday, January 28 from 10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Introduction of New Extension Agent, Mark Sutphin:  Cy Haley introduced our new extension agent, 

Mark Sutphin.  Mark explained that his specialty is horticultural and he will be the lead agent working with 

NSVMGA.  Mark said he is native to Frederick County, and that he received a degree in horticultural from 

VA Tech.  Mark had worked for Blue Ridge Landscape and Design for many years, and just recently 

joined the Cooperative Extension.  Mark added that his wife’s name is Courtney and he has two 

daughters, Hannah and Morgan.  MGs gave Mark a warm welcome with a hearty round of applause. 

Adjournment 

Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Lynn Hoffmann seconded it.  There were 

no objections and the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  

President Cy Haley introduced our speaker, Terry Fogle, owner of Fort Valley Nursery, who gave an 

interesting talk about, “Gardening Myths”.  Terry’s presentation was followed by a bountiful MG potluck 

dinner. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Suzanne Boag 

Secretary, NSVMGA 
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