
Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 
Blandy 

April 15, 2012 
 
President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 4:00p.m. 
 
Announcements 
 
Master Gardener lanyards:  Marianne Pagington announced that there are lanyards 
left that her daughter made and sold at GardenFest last year. They are $3.50 and she 
has them with her today if anyone wants to purchase one. 
 
Reports of Board 
Vice President's Report:  Angie Hutchinson announced that next month's meeting will 
be at the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley. The roses will be in bloom and Mary 
Stickley will be giving a talk about the roses. If the weather is nice we can have our 
potluck outside in the picnic area, which is near the first parking lot on the left.  Angie is 
still looking for speakers for June and July.  
 
Treasurer's Report:  Luann Laundry informed the group that we took in $86 in dues 
and wrote four checks last month.  She reminded everyone that dues are due; $10 for 
individuals, $16 for married couples. The Treasurer's report follows: 
 

 



Secretary's Report:  Suzanne was not able to attend. Mary Craig stated that the 
minutes from the March meeting were posted on the website and asked if anyone had 
any changes or corrections. Bob Carlton made a motion to accept the minutes as 
posted and angie Hutchinson seconded it. The motion passed with no objections. 
 
Standing Committees 
 
Communications and Publicity:  No report. 
 
Education:  No report. 
 
Finance:  No report. 
 
Membership and Timekeeper: Susan Garrett is still taking timesheets.  She thanked 
the group for the great response to getting timesheets turned in.  
Mary Craig stated that we are still trying to get the list up to date and contact some of 
those not active to see what their intentions are about remaining involved. 
 
Newsletter:  No report. 
 
Program:  Nothing additional. 
 
Special Committees 
 
Scholarship Committee:  No report. 
 
County Coordinators Reports 
 
Clarke:  Mary announced that the Garden Fair sign up sheet is full. We have veterans 
paired with interns so they can see how the booth is set up and how we interact with the 
public.  The Farmers' Market is starting in May, also.  Mary will send around a sign up 
sheet.  She reminded everyone you don't have to be in Clarke County to sign up, it's 
open to all MGs.  We usually have two people, but three is fine.  The rain barrels are 
done for the year. 
 
Frederick:  Teri announced that their Greenline slots are filled from May to Sept. both 
virtual and real!  They will track questions and record feedback. It could be useful to put 
these in the newsletter or go over the information at meetings.  She will remind 
everyone when they have signed up. The real greenline is at Lowe's.  If there's a 
problem and you can't make your shift, let her know.  She wanted to thank everyone for 
being flexible and willing to help out.  There was a Give a Garden judging at James 
Wood and someone volunteered.  A nursing home in Front Royal asked for help with 
raised beds and it was covered.  Thanks to everyone.  She reiterated that Bobby Clark 
feels our most important job is answering questions, at greenlines, farmers' markets, 
etc.  The next Frederick event will be the Fair.  She'll have more on that later. 
 
Page:  Donna Rowlett said that she enjoys the greenline, it’s a great way to learn from 
the questions they get.  For example, the small brown bug people have been reporting 
is a bean weevil. 



Shenandoah: Carolyn Wilson said their planning meeting is scheduled for Wed. the 
18th.  Their office greenline starts the first week of May. Their first Farmers' Market is 
Sat. May 5th.  They will be handing out GardenFest fliers.  They will be working with 4-H 
again, but no details yet. 
 
Carolyn also announced that the shirts people ordered are in. If you didn’t order one the 
next order will go in in the fall. Interns don't need to order, theirs will be taken care of. 
Any shirts not picked up today she would like to send back with the County 
Coordinators.  People can make arrangements with their Coordinator to pick them up. 
 
Warren:  Marsha Burd said most of the Warren projects are started.  The most 
important project, so far was at Samuels Public Library April 14th.  The event was called 
A Taste For Books and was a fund-raiser for the library.  Each booth was to have a 
theme based on a book, something to do with food.  The MGs decided on Jack in the 
Beanstalk.  David Freese made a giant beanstalk and they had 5 kinds of bean dishes 
and jelly beans.  They won First Prize!  That inspired a round of applause. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator:   
Cy stated that the Webinars on Tech's website do count for education hours for MGs, 
they can just mark it on their timesheets.  The interns will need to fill out the form at the 
bottom of the webinar and turn this in with their timesheets.  Someone asked if there is 
a limit to the number of hours we can count.  Cy will check on this and let us know. 
 
The Certificates for the newest MGs are in but Cy was not able to get them from Mark in 
time for the meeting.  She did have new nametags to hand out.  The following were 
presented with their new nametags and were present to accept them: Mary 
Romanowski, Sid Rowlett, Ryan Cress, Rita Guevremont and Robbin Arnold.  The 
following have new nametags but were not present: Marilyn Hunter, John Hunter, 
Brenda Powell, Bryan McKay, Nancy Specht and Donna Funk Smith. 
Marsha asked how to get a nametag for a MG who lost theirs. Cy said to check with 
Mark Sutphin. 
 
We are currently without a volunteer coordinator.  Anyone who would like to volunteer 
would be welcomed. 
 
VMGA Liaison:  Bob informed the group that Fran Gregory is stepping down as VMGA 
Liaison.  We will all miss her.  Cy announced that Mary Stickley has volunteered to fill 
this position.  They will appoint her at the next Board Meeting. 
 
Cy had a couple more announcements; Len Sherp sent an e-mail that the Front Royal 
Kiwanis are looking for someone to give a 10 to 15 minute talk at their meeting Wed. 
which is from 6 to 7p.m.  The speaker would get dinner.  They want someone to speak 
about the MG program.  Marsha will get in touch with Len to discuss it. 
 
The Page County Extension Office Expo has been canceled, there was just not enough 
interest.  They will try to schedule something else and we should all support them. 
 
Old Business 



2012 MG Class:  Bob Carlton said the class is going well, the speakers have been 
exceptional.  He reminded everyone that if there is a class on a subject that you have 
not had or you want a refresher you can sit in and count the education hours.  
He then stated that we are placing a tremendous burden on Cy with her taknig on the 
Volunteer Coordinator duties as well as her Presidential duties.  Each job is demanding 
and she is doing an outstanding job, but we really need someone to step up and take 
the VC position. 
 
GardenFest:  Carloyn Wilson said they are still looking for two speakers and we can 
use as many displays as we can get.  Mary Romanowski is in charge of speakers and 
displays, let her know if you want to do either. 
Carolyn made a plea for plants.  Not too many people have taken pots from her so she 
hopes that means they have enough.  We won't have anything to sell if MGs don't 
donate plants.  She forgot to bring labels but they don't need to be labeled until the last 
minute.  Get them potted up now so they have a chance to develop roots. 
We are still looking for any items for Second Hand Rose (SHR).  Big items can be left at 
Belle Grove or you can call Angie and arrange to have them picked up. 
 
Angie explained that Belle Grove does not charge us for having GardenFest there and it 
is not donated.  Proceeds from Second Hand Rose go directly to Belle Grove to help 
pay for the intern. If SHR does not make $250 we make up the difference.  We have 
never made less than $250.  GardenFest is June 2nd. 
The Strasburg FFA is sending some strong men to set up so if County Coordinators can 
get their canopies there early that would be great. 
 
Cy still needs someone for the children's program to give a 15 minute talk on bugs, 
bees, worms or something along those lines.  There will be Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts 
attending who would like a segment on bugs.  
 
New Business 
Cy informed the group that we have a possible radio event coming up. The County Mark 
Sutphin and the Extension agents have a once a month segment at noon on The River 
in Front Royal.  They will be talking about all the things Extension does and would like 
to have one or two MGs there with Mark on Dec. 21st to talk about the program. It will 
be at a good time, since we will be signing people up for the next year's class.  They 
could suggest that MG class would be a good gift to give the gardener in the family for 
Christmas.  They may do a second program in Jan.  
Bob Carlton said we need to thank Mark because he suggested that this would be an 
excellent opportunity for MGs to get our information out.  Cy said Mark has been very 
supportive of us, we should support him in this. 
 
MG College Scholarship:  We have one nomination; Johan Guss.  We send in the form 
by e-mail.  We can have more than one nominee, but they have never chosen more 
than one from each group. 
 
There was no other new business. 
Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn and it was seconded. The motion passed.  
The meeting was adjourned at 4:33 



The meeting was followed by a great program by Angie Hutchinson on weeds.  She had 
good pictures of many different types of weeds to help in identification. 
This was followed by our usual, wonderful potluck meal. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Mary Craig for Suzanne Boag 



 

MG Assn Meeting Attendance April 15, 2012  

Loretta Allison   

Robbin Arnold Guests  

Elizabeth Bevan Garry Bevan 

Sharon Bradshaw (I)   

Marsha Burd   

Calrisse Bushman (I)   

Bob Carlton   

Mary Carlton   

Mary Craig   

Ryan Cress   

Georganna DuBois   

Randy Embrey   

Mary Flagg   

Susan Garrett   

Malinda Gordy   

Rita Guevremont   

Cy  Haley   

Scott Hinkle   

Denise Howe   

Angie Hutchinson   

Roberta Johnson   

Janet Keithley   

Sarah Kohrs (I)   

Teri Merrill   

Siobhan O'Brien   

Marianne Pagington   

Belinda Palmer   

Ernie Polanskis   

Sue  Rogers (I)   

Mary Romanowski   

Donna Rowlett   

Sid Rowlett   

Carolyn Wilson   

Luann Woodard-Laundry   

 
 


