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Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener’s Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Strasburg Community Center, Strasburg 

April 17, 2013 
  
Attendees: President Cy Haley, Vice President Helen Lake, Secretary Suzanne Boag, Past 
President Bob Carlton, Shenandoah County Coordinator Carolyn Wilson, Frederick County Co-
Coordinator Angie Hutchinson,  Publicity Chair Donna Funk-Smith, Time Keeper/Volunteer 
Coordinator Susan Garrett, and Extension Agent Mark Sutphin. 
 
Announcements:  Cy Haley presented the following thank you note from Virginia Tech for our 

$250 annual donation to VMGA Endowed Fund: 
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Reports of Boards 
 
Vice President’s Report:  Helen Lake reported that Dr. Woody Bousquet of Shenandoah 
University would be our speaker at Sunday’s meeting to be held at the Warren County 
Government Center.  Helen explained that a scheduling conflict would prevent us from holding 
our monthly Board meeting on Wednesday at the Strasburg Community Center for both August 
and November.  She said she would try to reserve Tuesday, August 13 and Tuesday November 
12 for those months and would confirm the dates via email. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Cy Haley reviewed the report as follows: 
  

 
 

 
Cy also reviewed the MG class expense report. 
 



 
 

3 
 

Secretary’s Report:  Suzanne Boag reported that the minutes were posted to the website.  She 
stated that several corrections had been made to the Association Meeting schedule for the year, 
and the posted version was correct.  Bob Carlton made a motion to accept the minutes as 
posted, Helen Lake seconded and the minutes were approved by all four Board Members 
present. 
 
Standing Committees 
 
Communications and Publicity:  Cy Haley reported that website analysis showed we are 
receiving good hits on the NSVMGA website.  Carolyn Wilson said she was ready to order 
bookmarks and the Board discussed how many to order.  Initially, Bob Carlton made a motion 
to order 1000 bookmarks for not more than $150, and Suzanne Boag seconded.  The 
motion was approved by all four Board members present.  However, Mark Sutphin 
indicated that additional bookmarks would be useful to hand out in the VCE offices.  Bob 
Carlton amended the previous motion, stating that 2000 bookmarks be ordered for not 
more than $250, and Helen Lake seconded.  All four Board members present agreed and 
the motion passed.  Donna Funk-Smith promised to have GardenFest flyers available soon.  
Bob, Donna, and Angie Hutchinson agreed to form a committee to work on a leave behind 
brochure for VCE offices and events. 
 
Education:  Lynn Hoffmann submitted the following report:  All the mailings for the scholarship 
went out.  Have not received any applications, but have gotten some acknowledgements from 
schools.  GardenFest is coming along.  Filling in slots as needed.  There will be more updates at 
the May Board Meeting.  The home schooled Jr. MGs (Junior Master Gardeners) started the 
classes and a work day at the garden happened last week.  Had a great time at Patti Dowell’s 
farm with the kids (pictures posted in May NSVMGA Newsletter and on VMS).  We had Phil the 
ground hog, lambs, pigs, greenhouse, etc. for the kids to see.  Lynn Hoffmann and Helen Lake 
met with the Greenwood Mill principal.  Helen reported that the Jr. MGs at Greenwood Mill will 
have a spring (January – March) and fall session (September – November, 11 weeks).  For the 
fall session, there will be a cool weather school garden where classes can be held. Raised beds 
will be used in the outdoor classroom.  Lynn would like to use growing lights in the spring 
session so that the children can actually watch the plants grow while indoors due to cold 
weather.  Feedback from teachers indicates that the program has directly helped to improve 
some children’s science grades. 
 
Membership/Time Keeper:  Susan Garrett reported that recertification letters were mailed out.  
So far, 65 yes out of 149, 1 request for inactive status, 1 request to be removed.  The deadline 
for responses is April 30 2013.  She stated that VCE needs these letters in place and on file.  
Angie Hutchinson suggested that County Coordinators be asked to contact those who have yet 
to respond in their respective counties so that they can contact them and encourage them to 
recertify.  The group liked Angie’s idea and Susan said she would send lists to each county 
coordinator.  Susan added that the website password could be changed May 1, and those who 
wish to petition the Board to be reinstated can always do so. 
 
Online Time Keeper Vote:  April 4 the Board voted online to replace Susan Garrett, who 
was recently appointed as VC, with Sarah Kohrs as Time Keeper.  Voting Board members 
included Cy Haley, Helen Lake, Suzanne Boag, and Bob Carlton, with all voting in favor 
of Sarah Kohrs for Time Keeper.   The turnover between Susan and Sarah will take place 
sometime in mid-May and membership will be notified of the change.  
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Online Emeritus Vote:  The Board was notified that the Page County Co-coordinators wanted 
to nominate Anne Stilwell for Emeritus membership.  Susan Garrett had determined that she 
met all the criteria, and on May 1 the Board held an online vote, four of five Board members 
responded, all voting to grant Anne Stilwell Emeritus membership in NSVMGA (Voting 
Board Members Cy Haley, Helen Lake, Suzanne Boag and Bob Carlton). 
 
Newsletter:  No report. 
 
Special Committees 
 
Bylaws:  Bob Carlton noted that the proposed Bylaw amendments had been circulated to the 
membership and would be voted on at the Association Meeting to be held on Sunday, April 21. 
 

County Coordinators’ Reports 

 

Clarke:  Susan Garrett reported that Clarke County had a meeting and projects were discussed 

and assigned; two Trainees attended as well.  Suzanne Boag reported that the Xeriscape 

Demonstration Garden at Chet Hobert Park was cleaned up.  Robert Vazquez scheduled 

several days for the clean-up and day one, Robert, Suzanne, Nancy Specht and Ginny Smith all 

pitched in to weed, trim and mulch the garden.  Garden Fair was discussed by the group, and 

Cy Haley offered to donate a rain barrel for a raffle.  Janet Keithley is managing the volunteer 

schedule for the event to be held at Blandy May 10 – 12.  Mary Craig will be taking charge of set 

up and take down.  Cy suggested that the VC oversee Garden Fair and ArborFest since those 

projects are NSVMGA projects rather than Clarke projects, to ensure that all aspects of the 

events are assigned and being handled. 

 

Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that a clean-up will be held at the rain gardens 

sometime soon.  Belinda Palmer and Sandra Dee Thompson have volunteered to man a booth 

at the Shenandoah Gardens, Galleries and Grapes event.  The green-line began April 1.  Two 

farmers’ markets will continue this year with Belinda heading up the Strasburg location on the 

third Friday evening, and Sharon Bradshaw taking charge of the Shenandoah Farmers’ Market 

held on the 4th Friday each month.  Bob Carlton will again coordinate a Fair Judging class, 

which will take place at the Woodstock Office Building, on August 17 in the afternoon.  

 

Page:  Shelby Hadeler has stepped down as coordinator.  Newly appointed co-coordinator 

Lesley Mack sent in a report for Page.  She said that all new MGs  (i.e., Trainees/Interns) are 

VERY welcome to help out in Page County, or if they have any ideas, three Page MGs are co-

coordinating and would welcome ideas – if interested in helping, or if you have ideas to share, 

please contact:  Tom Mack:  tommack1861@gmail.com , Lesley Mack: 

Lmthird@pagecounty.k12.va.us, or Elke Thomas:  Ejthomas03@centurylink.net .  The Help 

Line is currently the primary Page project; the VCE office receives questions or concerns, and 

then relays them to the Page MGers who then respond.  Our June Association Meeting will be 

held in Page County, Sunday, June 9, 4:00 p.m. at Public House Produce Farms.  Cy Haley will 

ask the Page coordinators to update their project list for 2013. 

 

mailto:tommack1861@gmail.com
mailto:Lmthird@pagecounty.k12.va.us
mailto:Ejthomas03@centurylink.net
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Warren:  Cy Haley reported that the Blue Ridge Education Center, a non-profit, had requested 

MG assistance with raised beds.  No interest has been expressed in Warren County thus far, 

and Cy will notify the organization if there is no interest in following this up. 

 

Frederick: Angie Hutchinson reported that the Hedgebrook Rain Garden and the Frederick 

County Fair would no longer be considered MG projects.  There will be a clean-up at the rain 

garden located behind the Frederick Douglass on Wednesday, April 24.  A few MGs signed up 

for three Saturdays at Lowe’s in town to set up a farmers’ market style table.  Angie will look into 

the local farmers’ market as well as another opportunity to set up a table.  Cy Haley suggested 

Southern States as another possibility and Angie will explore this idea. 

 

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 

 

NSVMGA Banner:  Susan Garrett suggested that it might be helpful to have an MG banner for 

events that says, “Ask a Master Gardener” and she will look into this and report back to the 

Board.   

 

New Time Keeper Turnover:  Susan stated that May 15 would be a good day to do the 

turnover to our new Time Keeper, Sarah Kohrs, so long as the Board agrees.  Susan suggested 

that a Trainee might assist Sarah in her time keeping duties.  Susan will email the membership 

about the transition.  She said there is a lot of enthusiasm for the VMS hours recording.  She 

said that as more MGs use VMS to record hours, there will be less work for the time keeper.   

 

50 Hour Certificates for Interns:  Carolyn Wilson suggested that Interns, who will be using 

VMS, notify Susan when they have completed their 50 hours so that certificates can be ordered.  

New badges and certificates are ready for Clarisse Bushman and Sue Rogers.   

 

VMGA Applications:  Susan will give the Trainees’ applications for VMGA to Cy Haley, who 

will turn them over to Treasurer David Freese so that he can send them in along with a check.  

Cy Haley noted that VMGA sends out a notice to current members to renew, and it can be done 

online. 

 

Civil Rights Training:  Susan will hand out Civil Rights certificates of completion at this 

Sunday’s meeting.  

 

VMGA Liaison Report:  No report. 

 

Old Business 

 

Logo Contest:  Cy Haley will confer with Mary Craig regarding entries. 

 

New Business 
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Proposed Change to Association Meeting Line Up:  Cy Haley asked the Board if we could 

do our business meeting after the educational presentation at Association meetings, and all 

agreed it was a good idea. 

 

MGs and Merit Badges:  Bob Carlton explained that the question of mentoring scouts for merit 

badges had been raised, and whether or not this could be considered a project.  Mark Sutphin 

agreed to research this with VCE State. 

 

 Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn, Suzanne Boag seconded and the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 


