
 

Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association  
 Board of Directors Meeting 

Tuesday, May 11, 2011 
Warren County Government Center, Front Royal 

 
Attendees:  Cy Haley, President; Angie Hutchinson, Vice President; Anita Harris, 
Treasurer; Suzanne Boag, Secretary; Bob Carlton, 2010 President; Marsha Burd, 
Warren County Coordinator; Teri Merrill, Frederick County Coordinator; Carolyn Wilson, 
Shenandoah County Coordinator; and Lynn Hoffmann, Education Committee. 
 
President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Report of Boards 
 
Vice President’s Report:  Angie Hutchinson reported that she was in the process of 
confirming the Blandy Library for this coming Sunday’s Association meeting.  She stated 
that Helen Lake will be the speaker for the June meeting to be held at the Museum of 
the Shenandoah; her topic will be therapy gardening.  If the weather is good, the 
meeting can be held in the picnic garden, otherwise it will be held inside the museum.  
Angie said that the July Association meeting will be held at Lee Ruddle’s home; Kim 
Strader from Blandy will talk about native plants.  Angie said she is considering tomato 
problems, the Herb Lady, canning, and planning a winter garden as topics for our 
August Association meeting.  For September, Angie said she is looking into getting a 
speaker to talk about roses and hopes to hold the meeting at the Museum of the 
Shenandoah.  In October, Angie stated that she plans to have a program about gourds, 
possibly featuring a speaker from the Gourd Society.  Marsha Burd suggested 
community gardens and plants I used to love as topics for future programs.  Teri Merrill 
suggested green line questions, organic agriculture, and daylilies as topics for future 
programs. Lynn Hoffmann said that Tony Wolf would be a good speaker and could talk 
about grapes and wine.    
 
Secretary’s Report:  Cy asked if there were any additions or corrections to the 
minutes.   Bob Carlton made a motion to approve the minutes as posted, Lynn 
Hoffmann seconded it, and all five Board members present voted to approve the 
minutes.  The motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Anita Harris presented the report. The 12 month CD matured and 
Anita will check into the pros and cons of rolling it over versus putting it into a savings 
account.  Bob Carlton reminded the Board that we are not supposed to make money on 
the Master Gardener training class.  Carolyn Wilson said she thought every student 
should get a copy of the Pest Management Guide (PMG).  Cy Haley said we could 
refund students who paid for PMGs once the final tally for costs is available.  Anita said 
letters were mailed out to over 70 MGs reminding them to pay dues.  Carolyn suggested 
that Anita contact County Coordinators about MGs in their respective counties who 
have not paid dues. 
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Standing Committees   
 
Communication and Publicity:  Teri Merrill reported that there will be a story about 
GardenFest appearing in the Winchester Star.  Carolyn Wilson added that May 27 Local 
TV3 will also mention GardenFest.  Molly Stedman will be interviewed with Lynn 
Hoffmann on radio prior to GardenFest as well.  Teri said there will also be another 
story about community gardens appearing in the Star that will feature MGs David 
Freese and Anni Sherman.  Teri asked if Clarke had a local paper and Suzanne Boag 
said that Clarke did not.  She said Clarke did have an online news page with a 
community calendar and offered to get that information to Teri. 
 
Education:  Lynn Hoffmann stated that 25 Girl Scouts and 9 Junior Master Gardeners 
had signed up for GardenFest’s children’s activities. 
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Finance:  No report. 
 
Membership:  No report. 
 
Newsletter:  Cy Haley forwarded Marsha Burd’s suggestion for an article entitled, 
“Plants I Used to Love” to Richard Stromberg, editor of the newsletter. 
 
Programs:  Angie Hutchinson told the group that Sandy Wilson, President of the Front 
Royal Tree Stewards, would be the speaker for the Association meeting to be held 
Sunday, May 15.  Cy Haley said that the kitchen would not be available due to another 
event scheduled at the same time. 
 
County Coordinators   
 
Clarke: Suzanne Boag stated that Clarke was in need of volunteers for the Farmers’ 
Market.  She added that over 40 MG/Interns volunteered for Garden Fair and many 
responded quickly to a last minute request for volunteers to fill vacancies in the 
Saturday morning shift.  Marsha Burd commented that our booth location was not good, 
the booth setup made it difficult to see the quilt being raffled, there were too many 
volunteers and we appeared disorganized in comparison with the Loudoun County 
MGs.  Carolyn Wilson noted that fewer people stopped by the booth than in the past 
and thought it had to do with the location of the booth.  Suzanne mentioned that our 
booth location was changed at the last minute by Blandy.  She added that the location 
backed onto a road and also had a water pump in front of it, which made it awkward to 
set up.   
  
Frederick:  Teri Merrill reported that Anni Sherman completed her Intern hours.  Teri 
forwarded Anni’s hours to Johan Guss as Anni lives in Shenandoah County.  Teri 
reported that the green line will be up and running on May 1. Lynn Hoffmann said she 
has a project on June 18 involving an MG booth, but she has not turned in a project 
form yet.  Lynn mentioned that Frederick County needs MG volunteers to do home 
visits. 
 
Page:  No report. 
 
Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the 24/7 computer green line was up and 
running.  She said that the green line in the Extension Office started up on Friday, May 
6.  Carolyn stated that the 4-H children’s program meeting was held that morning and 
there was a lot of interest.   There is no project leader for farmer’s market and little 
interest.  Shenandoah MGs will be helping with the Bryce nature camp.  Bob Carlton 
reported that the raised beds will be filled tomorrow for the Alm’s Garden project.  
Carolyn reminded the group that a memorial service for Jean Fogle will be held on May 
14, Saturday evening at 7:00 at the Fort Valley Nursery. 
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Warren:  Marsha Burd reported the help desk is manned every Monday.  MGs will set 
up a table at the farmers’ market begins on June 11 and is held on Saturday mornings.  
Marsha said the Belle Boyd garden looks beautiful.  She added that the butterfly garden 
looks good, but recently learned that it is the responsibility of the town of Front Royal to 
care for it rather than the Tree Stewards or Master Gardeners.  Marsha is planning a 
gathering for Warren County MGs and Interns and Randy Langford will be invited as 
well.  It will be held at the Warren County Government Center in the community room 
next Tuesday.  The purpose of the meeting is to get to know one another and to recruit 
volunteers for Warren County projects. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator:  No report.  
 
Unfinished Business 
 
GardenFest:  Lynn Hoffmann reported that 12 Junior Master Gardeners will graduate at 
GardenFest.  Jr. MGs will plant a garden on May 17 and will be finished with their class 
on May 31, but will meet at the garden several times over the summer.  Lynn said that 
Randy Langford will be in charge of set up for GardenFest.  Belle Grove has 10 old 
wooden tables that we can use, but they are very heavy.  A luncheon is being held the 
day of GardenFest which limits what Belle Grove can let us use.  Lynn said we will need 
tables for plants and she can bring a trailer.  She requested that each county bring table 
and canopy if possible.  Marsha Burd said that tables were available at Costco and 
Lowe’s for under $50, and suggested that the Board purchase tables for each county.  
Lynn needs to hear from each county about how many tables will be brought by May 23.  
She would like county coordinators to each bring a table and canopy if they have one.  
Lynn stated that Cora, from Belle Grove, is advertising GardenFest.  Lynn said there will 
be a 10x10 table in the speaker’s tent.  She added that Laurie Cocina’s husband will be 
in charge of parking arrangements.  Lynn reported that Marianne Pagington’s daughter, 
Margaret, will have a table for a school project; she will be selling NSVMG lanyards and 
will donate the proceeds to NSVMGA children’s activities.  Donna Funk will print the 
passport to gardening for the children’s activities.  Fort Valley Nursery is donating $100 
and plants for GardenFest.  Lynn stated that we will have some animals at GardenFest.  
Lynn said that we will have animals at GardenFest this year.  Carolyn Wilson is in 
charge of the plant sale.  Lynn said that she and Paula Brownlee will be giving talks the 
weekend after GardenFest at the Sunflower Cottage for the Herb Festival.  Angie 
Hutchinson, MG in charge of Second Hand Rose, discussed how to pick donated items.  
Cy Haley said in the past, each county had a pick up point.   
 
501c3 Filing:  Cy Haley explained that the 501c3 paperwork was not filed properly 
initially.  We must send in the required paperwork prior to GardenFest. Carolyn Wilson 
suggested Johan Guss, Chuck Walters, and Frank Baxter as resources for completing 
the required paperwork.  Cy said that Frank had emailed her and offered to help 
research the necessary information.  Cy reviewed the questions that need to be 
answered with the group and those present suggested who might best answer each 
one.  Cy requested that the Board approve payment of $250 to Gene Moore, CPA, to 
file the 501c3 paperwork with the IRS.  Bob Carlton made a motion to do so, and 
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Suzanne Boag seconded it.  All five Board members agreed and the motion carried.  
The Board also discussed returning Bob Powell’s donation of $2000 which was received 
last year; the intent of the donation was to offset the cost of MG College for MGs 
meeting the criteria.  Cy stated that we received this generous unsolicited donation, but 
it was not a good fit for our organization and we need to return it. 
 
New Business 
 
Canopy for Clarke County:  Bob Carlton made a motion to approve the expenditure of 
up to $250 for a new canopy for Clarke County.  Suzanne Boag seconded it and all five 
Board members present voted in favor of the motion.  The motion carried. A suggestion 
was made for the Board to approve the purchase of tables and canopies for counties in 
need.  Lynn Hoffmann asked to table this until after the GardenFest meeting on May 23, 
when we will have a better idea of what is needed. 
 
Intern Requests for Projects:  Mary Craig sent an email to Cy Haley stating that some 
Interns are requesting new projects as a source of volunteer hours to meet the 50 hour 
requirement for interns.  The Board agreed that Interns should complete their 50 
volunteer hours working on current MG projects.  Mary pointed out in her email to Cy 
that she was having difficulty getting MGs/Interns to volunteer for Clarke’s current 
projects and wanted to staff those first before considering new projects.  Marsha Burd 
added that Interns should be under the supervision of MGs and that should be stated in 
the Guidelines.  Cy emphasized that sustainability of projects was very important. 
 
Amendment #3:  Suzanne Boag asked if she should re-circulate Amendment #3 prior 
to the Association meeting on Sunday.  The membership will vote on Amendment #3 at 
the meeting.  The Board agreed that she should do so. 
 
Bylaws Committee: Cy Haley appointed Bob Carlton, Lynn Hoffman, and Suzanne 
Boag along with herself to the committee.  
   
Bob Carlton made a motion to adjourn and Cy Haley seconded it.  The motion carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Suzanne Boag 
NSVMGA Secretary 
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