
 1 

Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardeners Association 
Board of Directors Meeting 

April 15, 2009 
Shenandoah County Government Center 

 
Attendees: Mary Stickley, President; Lynn Hoffman, Vice President; Josie Engle, 

Treasurer; Mary Craig, Secretary; Ernie Polanskas, Volunteer 
Coordinator; Bobby Clark, Extension agent; George Hadeler and 
Carolyn Stonesifer 

 
Meeting was called to order at 6:00pm. 
 
Mary C. is behind on the Board minutes, but will get caught up by next meeting. 
 
Josie reported that our CD is due for renewal. The interest has gone from 2.9% 
to 1.0% on a 7 month CD. She can get 1.25% if we extend it to a year. She 
would also like to add $750 to bring the amount up to $5,000.  There was some 
discussion about needing to spend some of our money.  All agreed that we 
should let Josie find the best rate, then add $750 and extend it to a year. 
 
GardenFest:  Lynn had a meeting last week and everything is squared away.  
The kids activities are planned, Martha will be in charge of them.  Paula is in 
charge of the speakers.  They will be Marsha Burd, Carolyn Wilson, Esther Miller, 
Paula and Suzanne Smallwood.  GardenFest is from 8 to 3, the classes will run 
from 10 to 2.  George will sharpen tools. The Gourd Society will be there, Lynn's 
not sure about the Friends of the North Fork.  She has contacted the Heritage 
Apple Growers, a beekeeper, and a woman named Gloria Puffenberger who 
does recycling with a composter.  She's e-mailed all of last year's vendors but 
has not had a great response.  She's not sure if the food vendor will come again. 
If we can't get a food vendor, Belle Grove will cook some hot dogs. 
Mary Price did brochures; we will try to get them printed without too much cost. 
Lynn has gathered quite a lot of items for the goody bags. Josie discussed 
having some banners made that we could use for any events.  Carolyn got a 
couple more tables. 
 
There was a brief discussion of the logo with the little man on it. We should start 
using it on everything.  
Carolyn won't be at GardenFest so we will need Bob Carlton and Ernie to direct 
things early Saturday morning.  Last year some of the vendors came to set up 
Saturday instead of Friday.  We are setting up trailers in place of some of the 
tables this year. 
 
GardenFair; Kate Shantz is in charge this year. She will have the sign up sheet at 
the next meeting. 
 
Mary then announced that Ernie Polanskas has agreed to be the new Volunteer 
Coordinator. Bobby Clark asked to hear a little about the VC job description. His 
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main duty will be as our contact point to Bobby. Things will be channeled through 
Ernie to Bobby.   
We discussed having a storage unit in a central location for things that belong to 
the whole organization.  We really don't want to spend money on rent, though.  
 
There was a lengthy discussion about project forms.  The board had been 
reviewing them because we had no Volunteer Coordinator.  Now that we have 
Ernie, the forms will go from the County Coordinators to him. He and Bobby will 
review them for approval.  Ernie will contact the County Coordinators to let them 
know which projects were approved.  He and Bobby will get together soon to 
coordinate the process and other things they will need to focus on. 
 
Then the discussion turned to counting hours for two organizations. Lynn 
received an answer from Dave Close and he feels strongly that they should not 
be counted for two groups, especially if they get rewards or benefits from one or 
the other. We will send an e-mail letting everyone know they can only count 
hours for one group or the other. 
 
Education hours were discussed. Some seminars, classes, etc, people decide to 
go to before they turn in their time. We need to make it clear that they can count 
these as education hours if there is a speaker or tour guide. Someone who is 
teaching them something.  
 
Josie will e-mail the group that asked if we would like to have the booklets "Plant 
Invaders of Mid-Atlantic Natural Areas'. They are trying to get an idea how many 
groups would like them if they place a large order.  We agreed we should have 
some to give out at events. 
 
Fall Symposium:  Lynn has already started planning this for October 3 at SU 
Hester Auditorium.  She has lined up Richard Nunley, a retired extension agent, 
who has a book out, Best Plants of Va.  She would like to get Bonnie Appleton, 
as well. If she could get them to bring 20 or so books and have a book-signing 
that would be great.  
 
We talked about getting things printed.  Bobby said if we have 'Association' on 
something we cannot use the Va Tech logo, too.  The Master Gardeners are a 
part of Tech, but the Association is not.  Bobby would like to have pictures and 
information about what we do throughout the year. He can put this together to 
show what we accomplish each year.  
22 people attended the compost training today.  It turned out to be a very good 
event. 
George H. needs a PMG. Each county coordinator should have one. 
 
Bob Carlton and Carolyn Wilson will conduct next years MG class. 
 
The next meeting was supposed to be June 24th, but all agreed we need to have 
one in May. The date was set as May 13th at 6:00 here at the Shenandoah 
County Government Center. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:03. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Mary Craig, Secretary.   


