
 

Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener Association Meeting 
Shenandoah Government Building 

Woodstock -April 17, 2011
President Cy Haley brought the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Reports of Board 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Cy stated that the minutes of the 20 March Association meeting 
were posted to the web site and asked if there were any corrections or changes.  Bob 
Carlton made a motion to accept the minutes and Ester Miller seconded it.  The motion 
was passed with no objections. 

Treasurer:  Anita Harris reminded the group that membership dues are $10 for one 
member and $16 for a couple.  She added that membership dues should have been 
paid by February 28.  She said that March 31 members who have not paid their due will 
be in arrears.  Anita will send notifications to members who have not paid dues this 
year.  The Treasurer’s Report follows: 
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Vice President:  Angie Hutchinson was not present. 

Standing Committees 

Communication and Publicity: No report.  

Education:  No report.  

Finance:  No report. 

Membership:  Suzanne Boag reported that Mary Craig could not attend today due to 
flooding in her neighborhood 

Newsletter:  No report. 

Program:  Cy reported that the 2011 students will graduate at GardenFest.  She said 
details would be forthcoming on May’s Association meeting. 

County Coordinators’ Reports: 

Clarke:  Suzanne Boag stated that Clarke MGs now had a space to store the Farmer’s 
Market supplies.  The Dollar General Store, which is about a block away from the 
Farmer’s Market, has offered the use of a shed located behind the store.  The shed will 
be kept locked and Janet Keithly will hold the key.  Suzanne reminded the group that 
Garden Fair at Blandy is May 6 – 8, and she thanked all those who had volunteered for 
shifts in the MG booth.     

Frederick:  Teri Merrill reported that Frederick County MGs consulted on a community 
garden and with the correctional facility about a gardening project. Teri added that 
consulting on these projects was fun and she encouraged MGs to consider volunteering 
for future consultation projects.  Teri asked for volunteers to sign up to man the green 
line for the next seven weeks.  

Page:  George Hadeler was not present.  

Shenandoah:  Carolyn Wilson reported that the county held a meeting a couple of 
weeks ago.  Johan Guss is coordinating the green line.  Bob Carlton talked about the 
Shenandoah Alliance Shelter’s request that we consult on the installation and care of 
raised beds to be located at the Alms Farm.  MGs consulted on the project; kits for five 
raised beds were put together last Thursday.  MGs will teach the residents how to plant, 
weed and maintain the beds.  Bob thanked Mal and Ester, who were there on Thursday 
and helped with the assembly of the bed kits. Carolyn added that work had not been 
done on the rain gardens because it has been raining so much. 
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Warren:  Karen Rindt reported that Marsha Burd was not able to attend due to flooding 
and damage to her fence.  She said that the green line was going well and scheduled 
through the end of June.  Montessori Mount Laurel School has asked MGs to continue 
to consult with them about creating a nature area in front of the school.  Samuel’s 
Library talks are continuing as well.   

Volunteer Coordinator 

Awards:  Randy Langford announced that the following MGs had earned milestone 
certificates:  Marilyn Thuss, Georgeanna DuBois, Adele Skolits, Robert Danko, and 
Barbara Thompson.  None were present to receive their awards. 

Membership Dues:  Randy reminded MGs to turn in their hours and pay their 
membership dues.   He noted that membership dues are only $10 a year.  

Unfinished Business 

GardenFest Update:  Carolyn Wilson stated that a GardenFest meeting was held at 
Belle Grove last week.  She said that Belle Grove will invite vendors to the event.  She 
added that volunteers will be needed for set up, demonstrations or talks.  She reported 
that Mary Stickley was coordinating educational activities for GardenFest and that 
members should contact her if interested in doing a demonstration or talk.  Carolyn said 
that Randie Robinson is coordinating the Second Hand Rose Booth and that items 
could be taken to Belle Grove or brought to a meeting.  Randie asked that emails sent 
to her about Second Hand Rose include “MG” in the subject line.  Carolyn advised that 
she had pots in her car for the plant sale and plant labels as well.  Carolyn will bring 
pots and labels to the next meeting as well.  She asked that MGs refer to her recent 
email with instructions for how to prepare plants for the plant sale.  Carolyn announced 
that the MG shirt orders had arrived and she would distribute them after the meeting. 

Yard Signs:  Cy Haley reported that we will soon have signs that are two sided that 
say, “Master Gardeners at work in your community”.  Each county will be given two 
signs.  Cy will distribute the signs to the county coordinators.   

Newsletter:  Cy Haley said that suggestions for newsletter topics surfaced at the April 
Board meeting to include adding recipes and Marsha Burd’s topic, “Plants I used to 
like”.  Cy encouraged MGs to send in gardening related articles to Richard Stromberg, 
the newsletter editor. 

New Business 

Introduction of Dave Close:  Cy introduced Dave Close, our Virginia Tech Extension 
State Master Gardener Coordinator.  Dave noted that we as a group had weathered a 
tumultuous storm both figuratively and literally over the last few months.  He 
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emphasized the importance of our presence in our communities and our willingness to 
share gardening information within these communities.  He encouraged MGs to 
continue representing NSVMGA and cooperative extension at large through projects in 
our communities.  He asked that we all report our volunteer hours, which are important 
for recognition as well as for documentation of the hours we volunteer on behalf of the 
Master Gardener Program.  Dave mentioned that he enjoyed meeting volunteers and 
had been invited by Helen Lake to speak with the MG training class in February.  He 
reminded all MGs that MG College will be held in June.  He said that MG College is a 
great way to exchange ideas, learn, and establish friendships among close to 200 fellow 
Master Gardeners.  Dave thanked MGs for all that we do and for sticking with this 
program and weathering storms that do come up.   

Adjournment:  Cy asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:25 p.m.  Bob C. 
made the motion, Katherine Rhindt seconded, and the meeting was adjourned. 

Program:  Pest Management Guides (PMGs) were distributed to MGs who had ordered 
them.  Cy Haley introduced our speaker, Bobby Clark, Virginia Cooperative Extension 
Agent.  Bobby reviewed a number of important sections from the PMG and provided 
MGs with guidance on its use.  At the conclusion of this informative program, MGs 
enjoyed good food and camaraderie. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Suzanne Boag 
Secretary, NSVMGA 
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